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SECTION I 
General International Competition 

Regulations 

 
CHAPTER I 

FIVB International Competitions and Matches  
 

1 REGULATIONS AND CATEGORIES 

1.1 BASIC REGULATIONS AND RULES 
All international Volleyball competitions and matches are governed by the FIVB; 
they must be played in accordance with: 
a) the «Official Volleyball Rules» (all matches), 
b) the «Sports Regulations», 
c) the «General Regulations» 
d) the «Code of Conduct». 
The National Volleyball Federation of the host country must be the body 
responsible for their technical organization. 

1.2 BASIC CRITERIA FOR THE CATEGORIES 
The National Volleyball Federations affiliated to the FIVB classified the 
international Volleyball competitions using the following criteria as a basis: 
a) the governing body 
b) the specific competition regulations to be applied 
c) the financial conditions to be applied by the FIVB 

1.3 CATEGORIES OF INTERNATIONAL VOLLEYBALL COMPETITIONS 
The categories of international Volleyball competitions are: 
a) World competitions 
b) FIVB competitions 
c) Official competitions 
d) Recognized competitions 
e) Registered competitions 

2 GOVERNING BODIES AND GROUPING OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITIONS 

2.1 IDENTIFICATION OF THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNING BODY 
The governing body of any international competition is determined by the specific 
regulations for each competition. 
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2.2 WORLD COMPETITIONS 

2.2.1 Their governing body is the FIVB and the competition regulations for 
each one are respectively determined by the Board of Administration. 
The persons and bodies responsible for their technical organization and 
realization are: 
a) the organizing National Federation 
b) the Organizing Committee of the host National Federation 
c) the FIVB  
d) the FIVB delegates and inspectors 
e) the FIVB Control Committee 
f) for Senior World Championships, the Host TV Broadcaster 

 The National Federations must remain ultimately responsible. 

2.2.2 These World Competitions are: 
a) World Championships («Section III, Terms and Conditions» also 

apply)  
b) World Championships Qualifying Tournaments 
c) Olympic Games («Olympic Charter» also applies) 
d) Olympic Qualifying Tournaments  
e) World Cups 
f) Men’s (under 21) and Women’s (under 20) Junior World 

Championships and their qualifying tournaments 
g) Boys’ (under 19) and Girls’ (under 18) Youth World Championships 

and their qualifying tournaments 
h) World Grand Champions Cup 
i) Height Limit World Invitational Championship (Men U-185, Women 

U-175) 

2.2.3 The FIVB and the organizer (National Federation) of a World 
Competition (except the Olympic Games) sign a Protocol of Agreement 
(contract) in which the specific rights and obligations of the FIVB and 
the organizer of the competition are laid down. 

2.3 FIVB COMPETITIONS 
The following competitions are conducted by the FIVB: 
a) World League 
b) World Grand Prix 
c) Club World Championships (Men & Women) 
d) World Gala 
e) World Super Challenge 

2.4 OFFICIAL COMPETITIONS 
In consultation with the organizer, the FIVB will authorize and approve the specific 
competition regulations. The categories and governing bodies are as follows: 
a) Continental Senior Championships (Confederations) 
b) Continental Men’s and Women’s (Confederations) 

Junior Championships 
c) Continental Boys’ and Girls’ (Confederations) 

Youth Championships  
d) Height Limit Continental Championships (Confederations) 
 (Men U-185, Women U-175) 
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e) Continental Games (Olympic Continental bodies & 
  Confederations) 
f) Regional Games (Olympic regional bodies & 
  Confederations) 
g) Universiades (FISU) 
h) Master Games 

2.5 RECOGNISED COMPETITIONS 
The governing body is the organizing National Federation in cooperation with the 
sponsors. These two bodies draft the specific competition regulations and 
conditions which are to be approved by the FIVB. The conditions include 
specifications regarding prize money, title sponsor and commercialization. 
The FIVB is the patron and allows the use of its name and logo in exchange for a 
fixed fee to be determined in accordance with the following principles:  

2.5.1 Dual matches between two countries from different continents are 
exempted from the payment of a fee. 

2.5.2 International tournaments with 3 or more teams with no 
commercialization and no TV rights are exempted from the payment of 
a fee. 

2.5.3 International tournaments with 3 or more teams (at least one from 
another continent) with either commercialization or TV rights or both are 
subject to the payment of a fee of USD 5,000 up to a maximum of USD 
50,000. 

2.5.4 International tournaments licensed to a third party or organized by a 
third party are subject to the payment of a fee of USD 10,000.- up to a 
maximum of USD 75,000.  

 The fee will be increased by USD 2,500 per additional team. 

2.5.5 The following criteria to be taken into consideration when fixing the 
amount of the fee to be paid to the FIVB: 
a) size of stadium 
b) number of competition days 
c) price of entrance tickets (if any) 
d) economic conditions of the country 
e) technical level of participating teams 
f) TV broadcasting time for matches 

2.6 REGISTERED COMPETITIONS 
The sole governing body is the organizing National Federation who also issues the 
regulations without prize money, commercial purposes (advertising around the 
playing court or expressly placed in front of TV cameras) nor TV income. All 
events require registration with the FIVB with no fee due. As an example, friendly 
tournaments previously approved by the Confederation or by the FIVB if they 
involve at least one team from another continent. 
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2.7 PROGRAMMING OF COMPETITIONS 

2.7.1 If dates coincide the priority will be given to the competition of the 
highest category and in the order established in these «Regulations» 
(See Competition Timetable Art. 2.8). 

2.7.2 The Official Calendar will be based on the following Table 2.8 for World, 
FIVB and Official Competitions. 

2.7.3 All international Volleyball competitions must be previously approved by 
the FIVB or the Confederation concerned in the event that only teams of 
the same continent participate. 

2.7.4 The calendar of international Volleyball competitions approved by the 
Board of Administration can only be modified if changes do not interfere 
with any other competition already approved. Changes of dates of 
events already approved or the introduction of new competitions can 
only be approved if there is no incompatibility with previously scheduled 
competitions. 

2.8 TIMETABLE FOR WORLD, FIVB AND OFFICIAL COMPETITIONS 
 

WORLD COMPETITIONS 
Title of the Competition Periodicity 

every 
Year of the 

Competition 
Recommended 

Period 

World Championships  4 years (e.g. 2010, 2014 etc) Sep (Nov by 
exception) 

World Championship QT 4 years (e.g. 2008/09, 
2012/13, etc) 

After OG and finish 
-1 year 

Olympic Games 4 years (e.g. 2012, 2016, etc) IOC – Aug - Sep 

Olympic QT 4 years (e.g. 2011/12, 2015/16 
etc) Dec - Jun 

World Cups 4 years (e.g. 2011, 2015 etc) Nov 
M & W Jnr World 
Champs. 2 years (e.g. 2009, 2011, etc) 

Jul - Aug 

M & W Jnr WCh QT before 31 May of 
comp year 

B &,G Yth World 
Champs.  2 years (e.g. 2009, 2011, etc) 

Jul - Aug 

B &,G Yth WCh QT before 31 May of 
comp year 

World Grand Champions 
Cup 4 years (e.g. 2009, 2013, etc) Nov 

Height Limit World 
Invitational Championship   Aug- 1st  Week in 

Oct 
 
- The starting date for World Championship Qualification Tournaments will be 

as early as 7 days after the conclusion of the Olympic tournaments. 
 
- The minimum finishing date will be at least 12 months before the start of the 

World Championship. 
 
- The starting date for Olympic Qualification Tournaments will be upon 

conclusion of the World Cups. The finishing date for Continental Olympic 
Qualification Tournaments is recommended to be at least seven months 
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before the start of the Olympic Games. The minimum finishing date for World 
Olympic Qualification Tournaments is recommended to be at least 45 days 
before the start of the Olympic Games. 

  
FIVB COMPETITIONS

Title of the Competition Periodicity 
every 

Year of the 
Competition 

Recommended 
Period 

World League (men) 1 year Annual 3rd weekend May/1st 
weekend Jul

World Grand Prix (Women) 1 year Annual Aug

World Club Championships 1 year Annual 3rd weekend Oct – 
31st Dec

World Gala   To be determined by 
FIVB

World Super Challenge   To be determined by 
FIVB

 
 

OFFICIAL COMPETITIONS 
Title of the Competition Periodicity 

every 
Year of the 

Competition 
Recommended 

Period 
Continental Senior Ch. Men 2 years (e.g. 2009, 20011, etc) Sep
Continental Senior Ch. 
Women 2 years (e.g. 2009, 2011, etc) Sep 
Continental M & W Jnr Ch. 2 years (e.g. 2008, 2010, etc) Jul – Aug

Continental B &,G Yth Ch. 2 years (e.g. 2008/9, 2010/11, 
etc)

Jul – Aug, School 
holidays

Continental Height Limit Ch  Aug – 1st  Week in Oct
Continental Games 4 years  Aug – Sep 

Regional Games 2 or 4 years  3rd weekend 
May/1st weekend Oct 

Universiade 2 years (e.g. 2009, 2011, etc) Jul – Aug 
Masters Games    

 

3 ENFORCEMENT OF THESE REGULATIONS 

3.1 WORLD COMPETITIONS 
Regulations applying to world competitions are enforced by the FIVB Executive 
Committee and the Sports Events Council. 

3.1.1 The FIVB Volleyball Events Director must follow up and chronologically 
control the process of preparation of the competitions. 

3.1.2 The FIVB Volleyball Events Director and the Organizing Committee 
and/or National Federation will periodically report to the Sports Events 
Council who will report to the FIVB Executive Committee, the FIVB 
Board of Administration and the FIVB World Congress. 

 The Organizing Committee and/or National Federation will present 
written reports to the annual Sports Events Council meeting and reports 
in person (including video and brochures) to the annual FIVB Board of 
Administration meeting and to bi-annual FIVB World Congresses. 
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3.1.3 In case of emergency or impossibility to enforce one or more articles of 
these «Regulations» in one specific competition, the FIVB Executive 
Committee may request the FIVB Board’s approval to temporarily 
suspend their enforcement for that specific competition. 

3.2 COMPETITIONS ON A CONTINENTAL LEVEL 
Regulations applying to continental competitions are enforced by the Executive 
Committee and competent Commission of the corresponding Confederation. 

3.2.1 The Confederation decides how to follow-up and control the 
organization. 

3.2.2 The Organizing Committee and/or National Federation and the 
competent Continental Commissions must report on the preparation of 
the competition to the Executive Committee of the Confederation. 

3.2.3 In case of emergency or impossibility to enforce Rules 4, 6, 7 and from 
10 to 24 of «Section II, Sports Regulations» in a specific competition 
under its competence, the Executive Committee of the Confederation 
may approve the non-application of one or several of these for that 
specific competition. 

3.3 COMPETITIONS ON A NATIONAL LEVEL 
For competitions on a national level the National Federation concerned is obliged 
to fully enforce Section II, Articles 1, 2, 3, 4 of these «Regulations» in all 
international matches held under its jurisdiction and as far as possible use the 
other rules as a guideline. 

3.3.1 World and Continental Competitions granted to the Federation must be 
organized in accordance with these «Regulations» and with the 
decisions of the corresponding governing body as stipulated in Section 
I, Articles 2.2 and 2.4 of these «Regulations». 

3.3.2 The FIVB or the Confederation concerned must be consulted about any 
unforeseen situation which may arise in connection with a tournament. 



SECTION - I 
GENERAL COMPETITION REGULATIONS 

 

 
 

FIVB Sports Regulations – Mar 2009 7 

 

CHAPTER II 

Participation Conditions and Structure for World 
Competitions 

 

4 TEAM PARTICIPATION 

4.1 NATIONAL OR CLUB TEAMS 
World Competitions are reserved for the national teams or selected club teams of 
those Volleyball Federations which are affiliated with the FIVB and up-to-date in 
their financial obligations and in good order in respect of the FIVB and their 
respective Confederation. 

4.2 TEAMS PER FEDERATION 
Only one women’s team and one men’s team per National Federation may 
participate in the corresponding category, except in Club competitions. 

4.3 LIMITS TO THE NUMBER OF TEAMS 

4.3.1 Only the final rounds of World Competitions are limited to a maximum of 
24 teams. 

4.3.2 World Competitions must have a minimum of 5 participating teams from 
at least 2 different Continents except when the FIVB Board of 
Administration decides otherwise, this no later than 6 months before. 

4.4 TEAM QUALIFICATION 
(Right to participate in a Tournament) 

4.4.1 The FIVB Board of Administration is empowered to grant direct 
qualification on the request of the FIVB Executive Committee and the 
FIVB Sports Events Council. 

4.4.2 When open entry is allowed and the limited number of teams is not 
exceeded, direct qualification is automatically granted to the registered 
teams. 

4.4.3 Teams may also qualify through gaining a determined position in a 
previous international competition. 

4.4.4 Special qualifying tournaments or matches may be organized or 
authorized by the FIVB. 
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4.5 TEAM COMPOSITION 

4.5.1 Teams taking part in World Competitions are composed of a maximum 
of 18/20* members: 12/14* players, 1 team manager, 1 coach, 1 
assistant coach, 1 doctor, 1 trainer/physiotherapist and 1 journalist. 

                 *For FIVB and World Competitions for Seniors, a team may consist of a 
maximum of fourteen (14) players (a maximum of twelve (12) regular 
players) (Rules of the Game 4.1.1) 

                 Where a team chooses to have more than twelve (12) players, it is 
compulsory for the team to designate from among the list of players two 
(2) specialized defensive players: “Liberos”. (Rules of the Game 19.1.1) 

4.5.2 Up to two extra officials may be added to a delegation for a team but 
may be accredited only when their local travel and accommodation and 
other necessary expenses are paid in advance by the team’s NF to the 
Organizer. 

4.5.3 Doctors and referees must have been previously accredited by the FIVB 
and be still in active service. Accreditation to be made through the 
FIVB’s Technical & Development Department. Please refer to section G 
of the FIVB Medical Regulations. 

4.5.4 Only journalists of a national media or a national press agency will be 
accepted, while a National Federation Press Officer will be allowed to 
attend only with proper credentials sent in advance to the FIVB Press 
Officer (press@fivb.org). 

4.5.5 Should any one of the functional positions not be filled by the properly 
authorized or accredited person, that position cannot be transferred to 
another function or person, therefore the official delegation will be 
reduced accordingly. 

4.6 TEAM REGISTRATION 

4.6.1 Before the date indicated in the specific regulations of a competition, 
and no later than six months before the opening of the competition 
every National Federation must send its national entry to the FIVB, 
using the FIVB National Entry Form, to confirm officially its participation 
in the competition. 

4.6.2 No later than six weeks before the opening of the competition, the 
National Federation, having previously sent its national entry, must 
remit to the FIVB, by fax and mail, its list of team members duly 
registered on the O-2 form. This should comprise of a maximum of 19 
players in all circumstances plus 5 officials and one journalist. At this 
stage it is not necessary to identify the Libero player(s). 

4.6.3 Together with the O-2 Form, the National Federation must remit to the 
FIVB and the Organizing Committee the following: 
a) photographs of each member via the VIS (Volleyball Information 

System). For instructions on how to access the VIS, please contact 
the FIVB on vis@fivb.org 
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b) sports biography of the team and a team group photograph via the 
VIS 

c) FIVB individual registration online via the VIS for all players and 
Team officials 

d) a copy of the document with which the entry fee was paid to the 
organizer and if applicable, proof of payment for 2 extra officials, 
according to article 4.5.2. 

4.6.4 The O-2bis Form is to be submitted no later than 20 days before the 
start of the competition (or in accordance with the Specific Competition 
Regulations).  During the preliminary inquiry before the competition, 
each team must hand over the O-2 bis Form with the final list of 
twelve/fourteen (12/14) players (see Art 4.5.1) chosen from the players 
previously registered in the O-2 Form, without changing the individual 
players’ shirt numbers.  In case of injury or illness two team members 
can be replaced by players listed on the O-2 Form. 
Possible Team compositions: 
a) 12 regular players + 2 Liberos 
b) 12 regular players and no Libero 
c) 11 regular players + 1 Libero 
d) 10 regular players + 2 Liberos 
e) 11 regular players + 2 Liberos   

4.6.5 Each continental confederation to confirm to the FIVB, in writing, the 
final list of teams that have registered for the continental championship 
no later than 30th November of the year preceding the next respective 
Junior and Youth World Championship (therefore, continental 
championship entries should close no later than 15th November). 

4.7 LATE REGISTRATION 
National entry deadlines: after the official entry deadline fixed in the specific 
competition regulations, there will be a 30-day period for late registration. 
Such registration is only possible if accompanied by the payment of a penalty of 
USD 500.-. 

4.8 TEAM UNIFORMS 

4.8.1 For FIVB and World Competitions each team must have available three 
sets of playing uniforms, each one of a different color. One of them 
must have a jersey which is 75 % white and the two other sets must be 
of different dark colors. 

 For Youth World Championships, only two sets of uniforms are 
required, although three sets may be used. 

4.8.2 Numbers on uniforms must comply with the requirements of Articles 4.3 
of the «Official Volleyball Rules» and the FIVB Volleyball Sports 
Material, Team Equipment & Advertising Guidelines. 

4.8.3 The name of the country is placed on the front of the jersey (shirt), and 
the player’s family name must be printed on the back of the jersey 
(shirt) in accordance with the FIVB Volleyball Sports Material, Team 
Equipment & Advertising Guidelines. 
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4.8.4 The names and numbers must be of a contrasting color to the part of 
the jersey where they are placed. 

4.8.5 Uniforms must comply with Section II, Articles 3.1 to 3.5 of the «Sports 
Regulations» but only an FIVB approved manufacturer’s logo may be 
printed once on each piece (jersey, shirt, shorts, jacket, socks, etc.) with 
a maximum size of 5cm x 4 cm or 20 cm². 

4.8.6 The uniforms must be produced by one of the manufacturers previously 
approved by the FIVB and teams must present the uniforms of the 
captain during the team’s preliminary inquiry. 

 NB.  For certain competitions (e.g. World League, World Grand Prix and 
Junior & Youth Championships), please refer to particular instructions 
regarding uniforms included in the specific competition regulations. 

4.8.7 The teams must present at the preliminary inquiry their uniform colors 
and their order of preference.  Before each phase or round of the 
competition, the FIVB Control Committee or FIVB Delegate will make 
the final decision and announce the uniform colors to be worn for each 
match. 

4.8.8 During matches, persons authorized to sit on the team bench (coach, 
assistant coach, trainer/physiotherapist, doctor) must be appropriately 
dressed with jacket and tie or the official team uniform (indicating the 
country name and possibly the family name). Persons not respecting 
this ruling will not be permitted access to their team’s bench. 

4.8.9 Body suits or other similar garments should not exceed the length of the 
shorts or shirts. Medical supports may be authorized by the Referees, 
but body suits are not to be considered as medical supports. 

4.8.10 Only playing uniforms complying with FIVB standards are of compulsory 
use in Senior World Championships and other major Volleyball 
competitions. 

4.9 TEAM SUBSTITUTION 

4.9.1 Up to the deadline for national entry: 

 If a National Federation declares the non-participation of its duly 
qualified team or simply does not send its national entry before the 
deadline, the team will be replaced only by the one directly following it in 
the classification of the competition in which the defaulting team 
obtained its qualification, except when the FIVB Board of Administration 
decides otherwise. 

4.9.2 After the deadline and having sent its national entry: 

 If a National Federation withdraws its team from the competition after 
having entered it within the deadline, the team will be replaced by one 
designated by the FIVB after consultation with the organizer. The 
National Federation will be sanctioned accordingly. 
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5 QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 

5.1 QUALIFIED PLAYERS 
Only players who meet the qualification conditions laid down by the FIVB in 
Section II, Chapter I of the «Sports Regulations» may participate in FIVB World 
Competitions. 

5.2 CITIZENSHIP 
Only players holding the citizenship of the country they represent may be 
registered to participate in world competitions. They must produce a valid passport 
as proof. 

5.3 EXCEPTIONS TO CITIZENSHIP 
For official competitions, governing bodies may submit to the Board of 
Administration exceptional ruling concerning citizenship. 

5.4 NATURALISED PLAYERS 
Naturalized players may participate whenever the FIVB «Sports Regulations» 
allow them to do so (Section II, Article 1.2.2). 

5.5 AGE 
Whenever an age limit is imposed, players must present their individual passports. 

6 MEDICAL CONTROLS 
Depending upon the category of the competition the players will be required to 
submit themselves to the statutory medical controls and to present the following 
certificates: 

6.1 HEALTH CERTIFICATE 
All players participating in World, FIVB Competitions and Official Volleyball 
Competitions as required must present the FIVB health certificate M-3 form at the 
Preliminary Inquiry, issued by the competent authority in their country in which the 
health of the competitor and the absence of signs of use, or the lack of equipment 
to detect the use, of forbidden substances is clearly stated. The certificate must be 
countersigned by the National Federation and the competitor who thus both take 
the responsibility for the validity of the certificate. The date of the examination 
must be approximately two months before the opening of the competition. 
 
Before each match the team manager must proceed to the Jury table with (as per 
FIVB Medical Regulations): 
a) Identification papers of the players (accreditations, ID Cards or passports) 
b) FIVB Form M-5 i.e. the list of the names of the players and any therapy used 
during the past three days (if the player has taken no medicine, the word "none" 
must be clearly indicated), duly signed and filled in, in a sealed envelope. 

6.2 FEMALE PLAYERS MEDICAL CERTIFICATE 
Gender must be attested by the national federations through the birth certificate of 
the player. Female players may be required to present a valid gender certificate 
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and/or submit themselves to a medical examination in case of doubt based on 
medical evidence. 

6.3 GENDER VERIFICATION 

6.3.1 Gender Verification will not be performed during senior, junior or youth 
events.  Gender verification may be conducted on a case by case basis 
in event of doubt based on medical evidence. 

6.3.2 Competitors’ refusal if requested to yield to gender verification controls 
entails their elimination from the competition. 

6.4 ANTI-DOPING CONTROL 

6.4.1 Organizers of FIVB World Competitions are obliged to prepare and bear 
expenses for anti-doping control. 

6.4.2 The procedure to follow must be strictly in conformity with FIVB 
«Medical Regulations». 

6.4.3 The number of players to be tested will be proposed by the Medical 
Commission and decided by the FIVB Board of Administration; 
otherwise one player per team per match must be examined in the 
preliminary phase and two players per team per match in the semi-finals 
and finals in Senior World Championships and Olympic Games. 

6.4.4 In the case of a Round Robin system, one player per team per match is 
to be tested for all competitions. 

6.4.5 At other World Competitions only one player per team per match 
decisive for first to fourth places may be tested. 

6.4.6 The players who are to undergo anti-doping control are selected at 
random by the Game Jury (members of the Control Committee) or by 
the drawing of lots. 

7 TEAM DISTRIBUTION, DRAW, GAMES TIMETABLE AND TRAINING 
SCHEDULE 

7.1 TEAM DISTRIBUTION FOR PRELIMINARIES 
Whenever the number of teams requires a competition formula with two or more 
preliminary groups, the teams may be either directly seeded or drawn by lots. 

7.1.1 When there are a maximum of 4 teams in each preliminary group, the 
teams will be distributed in the first two positions of each preliminary 
group based upon the respective World Volleyball Ranking (Senior, 
Junior or Youth) and adopting the serpentine system.  

7.1.2 When there are 5 or more teams in each preliminary group, for Senior 
Championships, the teams will be seeded in the first three positions of 
each preliminary group based upon the Senior World Volleyball Ranking 
and adopting the “serpentine” system. This is named “seeding of 
teams”. 
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7.1.3 All teams not seeded will be drawn to take other available positions in 
the remaining lines, following the respective World Volleyball Ranking 
(Senior, Junior or Youth).  

7.1.4 The last updated respective (Senior, Junior or Youth) World Volleyball 
Ranking approved by FIVB is the basis for seeding of teams. 

7.1.5 The FIVB reserves the right to seed the host team as head of pool A 
and proceed with the remaining teams according to the above 
procedures. 

7.2 DRAWING OF LOTS 

7.2.1 The teams are drawn by lots in accordance with the specific competition 
regulations. This may occur before or during the competition. 

7.2.2 After the composition of the groups, numbers are drawn to determine 
the order of the matches in each group according to the “Berger Table”. 

7.3 ORDER OF MATCHES AND DAILY MATCH SCHEDULE 

7.3.1 Whenever a Round Robin system applies, the order of matches is 
determined by the “Berger Table”. 

7.3.2 The daily match schedule is determined by the FIVB in agreement with 
the organizer.  

7.3.3 Concerning the order of matches and daily match schedule the 
organizer has the following rights: 
a) to choose one match in one day for every group of four teams; 
b) to choose two matches in two days for every group of five or more 

teams; 
c) to submit to the FIVB for approval the daily order of matches as 

stipulated by the FIVB Regulations;  
d) to request last-minute changes in the order of matches established 

in the daily  timetable and obtain approval from the Control 
Committee if such changes can be communicated to the teams 
involved no less than 24 hours before the first matches  in question. 

e) in a group of five or more teams, the team playing the last match of 
the day cannot play the first match of the following competition day. 

7.4 TEAM TRAINING SCHEDULE 

7.4.1 The organizer must prepare a training schedule to be submitted to the 
FIVB for approval, in which each team is guaranteed the exclusive use 
of a training hall for at least one and a half hours a day. 

7.4.2 Each team will have at least one hour training on each competition court 
at least the day before their first match on that competition court. 
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8 TEAMS RANKING SYSTEM DURING THE COMPETITION 

8.1 RANKING BY MATCHES WON AND LOST 
The ranking of teams is determined by the results of matches on the basis of 
matches won and lost. 

8.2 POINTS AWARDED PER MATCH TO EACH TEAM 
The following points will be awarded per match to each team: 
 

Match won 2 points 
Match lost 1 point 
Match forfeited 0 points 

8.3 IN THE CASE OF A TIE 

8.3.1 Points quotient = In the case of equality in the number of match points 
gained by two or several teams, they will be classified in descending 
order by the quotient resulting from the division of all points scored by 
the total of points lost during all sets. 

8.3.2 Set quotient = If the tie persists as per the points quotient (8.3.1) the 
teams will be classified in descending order by the quotient resulting 
from the division of the number of all sets won by the number of all sets 
lost. 

8.3.3 If the tie continues as per the set quotient (8.3.2) between two teams, 
the priority will be given to the team which won the last match between 
them. 

8.3.4 When the tie in set quotient is between three or more teams, a new 
classification of these teams in the terms of 8.2 and 8.3 will be made 
taking into consideration only the matches in which they were opposed 
to each other. 

9 COMPLAINTS 
 
Complaints may be lodged at different stages of the competition including during 
matches, after matches and at other times during the competition. 

9.1 PROCEDURE FOR THE JUDGES’S CONFERENCE 
During international official competitions, a judges’ conference can be held on the 
request of the game jury president. 
 
The judges’ conference holds official FIVB authority to solve problems occurring 
during the game in order to re-establish the situation in accordance with the FIVB 
regulations. 
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9.1.1 Appeal to a judges’ conference 

 A coach or a jury member can refer a case to the president of the jury at 
any moment of a game, as soon as he notices an improper situation or 
a decision not in accordance with the regulations. 

 Such cases must refer to: 
a) an improper decision by the referee who did not apply the 

regulations or did not assume the consequences of his decisions 
b) an improper decision of the scorer who made a mistake on the 

rotational order or on the score. 

 Improper cases 
a) A referee’s decision which sanctions a playing action or misconduct 

cannot be considered an improper case. 
b) The coach who submits an improper case will be sanctioned by a 

warning. In case of repetition, the coach will be disqualified. 

9.1.2 Agreement of the complaint 

 The jury president examines the complaint and, if he agrees, he 
convenes the judges’ conference. 

9.1.3 Composition of the Judges’ Conference 
a) In the case of a complaint concerning a referee’s decision, the      

jury president asks the refereeing delegate and the first referee to 
attend the conference.  

b) In the case of a complaint concerning a scorer’s decision, the jury 
president asks the refereeing delegate to attend the conference and 
calls the scorer to make a report. The scorer is not a member of the 
judges’ conference. 

c) No other person can participate in the judges’ conference; however, 
the jury president can collect all information as necessary. 

9.1.4 Interruption of the game 

 As soon as the complaint is accepted by the jury president, the game is 
interrupted. 
a) The first referee authorizes the teams to leave the playing court       

and go to the bench but they are not allowed to leave the playing 
area. Players are allowed to use balls in the free zone. 

                 
b)  In the case of a complaint concerning a referee’s decision, the jury 

president listens to the 1st referee who makes a report on the well-
founded reasons of his decision concerning the application of the 
regulations. 

                        According to the regulations in force, the jury president decides to: 
       1. reject the complaint 
       2. accept the complaint and the decision is overruled. 

                 If the case is not stated in the regulations, the jury president takes the 
decision after listening to the other members. 
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                 In the case of a complaint concerning a scorer’s decision, the judges’ 
conference takes the scoresheet and examines it in order to know the 
cause of the complaint.  

                 The jury president can call the statistical Evaluation Supervisor who will 
give all information needed.  

                 The jury president can request all information from officials and study 
video tapes. 

                 If the complaint is accepted, the scoresheet is corrected and the score 
is modified if necessary. 

9.1.5 To resume the game 
a) The decision is communicated to referees, scorer, coaches,     

captains and the announcer who informs spectators. 
b) If the complaint has been rejected, the game is resumed after 

having applied the referee’s decision or with the same positions and 
same score. The complaint is rejected without sanction. 

c) If the complaint is accepted, the decision of the referee or the          
scorer is overruled. The game is resumed with the new positions or 
new scores. 

9.2 PROCEDURE FOR COMPLAINTS FOLLOWING A MATCH 

9.2.1 All complaints concerning the result of a match must be presented in 
writing to the members of the Refereeing Sub-Committee within one 
hour after the end of the match concerned. 

9.2.2 Once the scoresheet is checked and signed by all relevant participants 
without protest, no further team protest on technical aspects can be 
accepted, e.g. 7 substitutions, scorer’s error, referees’ error, etc. 

9.2.3 Such a complaint must be worded in English and be accompanied by a 
deposit of USD300.- in cash, or the equivalent in local money. 

9.2.4 The deposit will be refunded immediately if the complaint is found valid. 

9.2.5 The Refereeing Sub-Committee must pass the complaint on to the 
Appeal Sub-Committee with a written report within six hours from the 
payment of the deposit. 

9.2.6 The Appeal Sub-Committee must convene to consider the complaint 
within twelve hours after the presentation of the complaint and render its 
verdict. A member of the Appeal Sub-Committee who is of the same 
nationality as one of the interested parties to the complaint will not be 
admitted to the session. 

9.2.7 The President of the Appeal Sub-Committee may call all persons 
involved in the case and their representatives to give testimony. 

9.2.8 All complaints concerning medical controls must be made in 
accordance with the «Medical Regulations». 
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9.2.9 All other complaints must be made directly to the President of the 
Control Committee of the competition, within one hour after the 
contested fact has been noticed. 

9.3 VERDICT 

9.3.1 The verdict is final and must be made within 18 hours from the payment 
of the deposit. 

9.3.2 The Appeal Sub-Committee must communicate in written form its 
verdict without delay to the interested parties. 

9.3.3 The Control Committee President, in the name of the Appeal Sub-
Committee, is the sole judge of whether or not to make a report to the 
press about the complaint. 
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CHAPTER III 

Preparation, Follow-Up and Control of the 
Competition 

 

10 TRUSTEE OF THE ORGANISATION 

10.1 NATIONAL FEDERATION 
The organization of world competitions is entrusted by the FIVB to the National 
Volleyball Federation of the country that fulfils the requirements laid down in the 
FIVB Regulations. 

10.2 ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (OC) 
The National Federation forms an Organizing Committee (OC) which becomes the 
delegated trustee and immediately enters into communication with the FIVB from 
which it will receive instructions directly. 
 
Whenever the competition is held in more than one city, local organizing 
committees will be established reporting to a centralized national organizing 
committee. 

10.3 LEGAL PERSONALITY OF OC 
The OC must, whenever the FIVB considers it indispensable, have legal 
personality recognized by the national and local government authorities. 
 
For Senior World Championships and World Cups, a Supervisory Board will be 
established, consisting of representatives from the FIVB, the Organizing 
Committee and the Host TV Broadcaster. The Supervisory Board is the authority 
of the competition and will monitor and control the overall preparation. 

10.4 OC EXECUTIVE BODY 
The National Organizing Committee must comprise of one or more representatives 
of: 
a) National Federation 
b) the national government authorities (whenever possible) 
c) Host TV Broadcaster 
d) important public or private bodies 
 
Representatives of the following may also be appointed to the National Organizing 
Committee based on commercial considerations: 
a) Official Travel Agency 
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b) Marketing Agency 
c) Press Agency 

10.5 YEARLY REPORTS TO THE FIVB 
Written reports must be presented to the Sports Events Council on an annual 
basis. A representative of the National Organizing Committee must report every 
year to the Board of Administration at its annual meeting. Presentations must also 
be made to the World Congress on a two year basis. 

10.6 FIVB REGULATIONS  
The Organizing Committee makes all administrative and technical arrangements, 
including organizational charts, sports material, timetable, preparation of venues, 
etc., strictly abiding by the FIVB «Sports Regulations». 

10.7 SPORTS MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT  
No less than three years before the Olympic Games and two years before other 
world competitions, the FIVB informs the organizer and potential participants of the 
sports material and equipment to be used during the competition. 
 
National Federations cannot approve any material or equipment that has not been 
previously homologated by FIVB. 

FIVB approved colored balls made of synthetic leather material must be used. 

11 FIVB TECHNICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE DELEGATES DUTIES 
DURING THE PREPARATION OF A COMPETITION 
 
The FIVB President will appoint a Control Committee to be confirmed by the FIVB 
Board of Administration. 

11.1 APPOINTMENT AND POWERS 
The control and follow-up of the organization will be managed by the Volleyball 
Events Director in coordination with two technical and one administrative delegate 
appointed by the Board of Administration. Other delegates may be appointed by 
the FIVB for inspection visits requiring experts or professional expertise. If no 
administrative delegate is appointed, his responsibilities are assumed by the 
technical delegate. 

11.2 INSPECTION VISITS 

11.2.1 The delegates visit the host country and each host city to meet the 
officials of the OC at least once a year, inspect the facilities and 
material, and check the organizational structure and training of 
personnel, etc. 

11.2.2 The inspection visit held in the year of the competition is a final control 
at least two months prior to the start of the competition. 
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11.3 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FIVB TECHNICAL DELEGATES 
The technical delegates are responsible for the inspection and approval of the 
competition and training venues, of the organizational chart of the competition, of 
the job description and procedure for instructing personnel involved in the 
competition, of the matches and training schedule and in general of the follow-up 
of all tasks requiring FIVB approval. 
 
(Note:  Technical Delegates are members of the Control Committee and                  
may have the titles such as Event Director, Referee Sub-committee                 
member etc.) 

11.4 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FIVB ADMINISTRATIVE DELEGATE 
The administrative delegate is responsible for the verification, approval and follow-
up of the plans proposed by the organizer for board and lodging and transportation 
facilities for technical officials, Control Committee members (jury), teams and 
mass media representatives. 
 
(Note:  Administrative delegate is a member of the Control Committee and when 
there is no Administrative delegate appointed the Appeal Sub committee will be 
responsible for the duties of the Administrative delegate) 

11.5 FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS  

11.5.1 The organizer pays international travel expenses, meals and 
accommodation for the four delegates once a year. If more visits or 
more delegates are deemed necessary, the organizer pays only meals 
and accommodation after approval by the FIVB Executive Committee. 

11.5.2 The FIVB will pay: 
a) Per Diem for FIVB Delegates 
b) The international travel expenses for the subsequent visits in the 

same year, if these are necessary. 

11.6 INSPECTION MEMO 
Each visit must be concluded with a general meeting in which an inspection visit 
report is agreed, indicating the present state of the organization and the 
instructions given to the organizer. 

11.7 ARRIVAL OF FIVB DELEGATES BEFORE THE COMPETITION 
The delegates must arrive in the main host city no less than five days prior to the 
start of the competition. 

12 TECHNICAL OFFICIALS (T.O.) 

12.1 INTERNATIONAL REFEREES (I.R.) 
International technical officials are the international referees appointed by the FIVB 
Board of Administration on the proposal of the Refereeing Commission: 

12.1.1 Referees designated as international within the year of the competition 
may not be proposed. 
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12.1.2 Referees from the participating countries are given priority, but may also 
be appointed from non participating countries. 

12.1.3 The FIVB Board of Administration ensures the presence of at least two 
referees from non-participating countries, two reserve referees from the 
organizing country and a number of referees equal to the number of 
participating teams. 

12.2 NATIONAL TECHNICAL OFFICIALS (N.T.O.) 
National technical officials are the scorers, line judges, ball retrievers, floor 
moppers and quick moppers proposed by the Organizing Committee and 
approved by the referee delegate.  

12.3 ACCOMMODATION OF INTERNATIONAL REFEREES 

International referees may not be accommodated in the same hotel as the players.  
Whenever possible, referees are to be accommodated in single rooms during 
World, FIVB and official competitions. 

12.4 ARRIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL REFEREES BEFORE THE COMPETITION 
International Referees must arrive not later than three (3) full days prior to the 
opening of the Competition. 

13 CONTROL COMMITTEE IN WORLD COMPETITIONS (JURY) 

13.1 POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
The Control Committee is the highest authority during a competition with the 
powers of the FIVB and through FIVB Sub-Committees is responsible for: 

13.1.1 the smooth running of all activities related to the competition; 

13.1.2 the adherence to the FIVB «Constitution», «Code of Conduct», 
«General Regulations» «Sports Regulations», and the specific 
competition regulations; 

13.1.3 the nomination of Control Committee members for the preliminary 
inquiry (2 for each competition venue). The preliminary inquiry consists 
of a meeting in which take part the team manager, the coach of each 
participating team, the team doctor, the members of the Control 
Committee nominated for this purpose and a representative of the 
Organizing Committee. It must take place on the same day of arrival of 
the teams or on the following day at the latest, always before the 
General Technical meeting.  

13.1.3.1 Documents to be presented by the Team manager 

 At the beginning of the preliminary inquiry, the team manager 
must present the following to the members of the Control 
Committee: 
a) passport of all players and members of the delegation 
b) the O-2 bis form  
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c) Health Certificate for each player (M-3 form) 
d) ID card issued by the FIVB to the doctor of the 

delegation 
e) authorization of the FIVB to wear publicity on the shirts 
f) one sample of each set of the captain’s playing uniform 

(one of each color) plus one sample of each set of Libero 
uniforms (one of each color)  

g) the application form for the use of a video camera to tape 
the matches for purely technical use, excluding all 
commercial exploitation; 

h) duly accredited journalist identification. 
i) Receipts issued by the organizer for expenses relating to 

extra team officials. 

13.1.3.2 Documents to be presented by the Organizer to the Control 
Committee 
a) O-2 forms  
b) Preliminary inquiry form (O7 form) 
c) Choice of uniform colors form with match schedule 

printed (O1 form) 
d) Important documents including Specific Competition 

Regulations 
e) Invitation letter to the General Technical Meeting 
f) Agenda for General Technical Meeting 
g) Stickers numbered 1-20 (at least 24 sets) to be placed 

on Organizing Committee Accreditation Cards 
h) Team Video Camera form and camera stickers 
i) Computer equipment with VIS and office software for the 

production of VIS Team Composition Lists and O-1 form 
for the Daily Bulletin and for production of ID cards. 

j) Invitation for the Coaches and Captains for the press 
conference 

                 During the preliminary inquiry, all the requested 
documents will be presented and checked. The team 
manager and the coach must confirm the final list of 
players. The O-7 form must be completed. Identification 
card will be issued for all members of the team 
delegation and extra officials (upon payment of 
expenses) by the Organizing Committee following the 
preliminary inquiry. 

13.1.4 the conducting of a General Technical Meeting twenty-four hours before 
the start of the competition with the Control Committee members, team 
managers, coaches, referees, doctors, interpreters and organizers. The 
Agenda shall include the following points: 

13.1.4.1 Welcome by Organizing Committee President  

13.1.4.2 Welcome by Control Committee President  

13.1.4.3 Presentation of Control Committee Members (Control     
Committee President) 
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13.1.4.4 Presentation of International Referees (Refereeing Delegate /  
Official) 

 
13.1.4.5    Presentation of Team Delegations by the delegates (Team  
                 Managers) 
 
13.1.4.6    Presentation of the Organizing Committee Staff (Organizing  
                 Committee President) 
 
13.1.4.7    Report of the Venue Operations Delegate (Venue Operations  
                 Delegate / Official) 

a) Eligibility of Players and Officials 
b) Identity cards on Jury Table 
c) Number of officials allowed on the bench 
d) Dress uniformity for officials on the bench 
e) Team movements upon completion of the match 
f) Choice of colors for match uniform (confirmation of O-1) 
g) Publicity on team delegation’s equipment 
h) Distribution of VIS result, statistics and daily bulletin 
i) Place for the changing of shirts during the match 
j) Place for team statisticians 
k) Place for video cameras 
l) Team spectator seating  
m) Team Statisticians 
n) Communication between Team Bench and Team 

Statisticians 
o) Involvement of delegation in the opening and closing 

ceremony 
 

13.1.4.8    Report of the Referee Delegate (Refereeing Delegate) 
a) Rules of the Game to be applied 
b) Discipline on the court 
c) Match Protocol 
d) Timing protocol from warm up court to match court 
e) Interval between 2nd and 3rd sets 
f) Delays in match start time 

 
13.1.4.9    Medical Matters (Medical Delegate) 

a) Anti - Doping Control 
b) Court Medical Assistance 
 

13.1.4.10  Information about the Press (Press Delegate) 
a) Mixed Zone 
b) Press Conference 
c) Daily Bulletin 

 
13.1.4.11  Organizer Information (Competition Manager) 

a) Organizational Structure 
b) Communication procedures - Sport Information 
c) Transportation 
d) Access to the venues 
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e) Training Schedule 
f) Laundry 

 
13.1.4.12  Miscellaneous 

a) Closing by the Control Committee President 
 
13.1.4.13  Documents to be presented at the General Technical         

meeting by the Organizer 
a) Daily Bulletin No.1 (including uniform colors assignment 

for the first round) 
b) Competition hall layout showing position of entrance of 

teams, mixed zone, changing hut, stand for the officials, 
stand for teams, team video camera area, team 
statistician tables and medical assistance. 

13.1.5 The President of the Control Committee or Technical Delegate 
authorized by FIVB President must remit to the FIVB President within 
15 days after the close of the competition, the reports of the sub-
committees: 
 

a) a justified appreciation of the quality of the organizational 
competence of the host country 

b) a justified appreciation of the quality of the facilities and services 
provided to the press based on the report submitted by the Press 
Sub-Committee 

c) a justified appreciation of the quality of the TV coverage (number of 
cameras). If he considers the coverage excellent, he shall request 
the Host Broadcaster to furnish him with a 50-minute video cassette 
Beta cam SP to be immediately sent to the FIVB Secretariat. 

13.2 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS 
Control Committee members are appointed by the FIVB Board of Administration, 
with the FIVB President or his representative acting as Chairman and only 
spokesman of the Committee. 

13.3 ARRIVAL OF THE CONTROL COMMITTEE MEMBERS BEFORE THE 
COMPETITION 
Control Committee members must arrive not later than five (5) days prior to the 
opening of the Competition (World senior and junior competitions). 

13.4 COMPOSITION OF THE CONTROL COMMITTEE 
The Control Committee is composed of several working sub-committees and 
delegates as follows: 
 

Committees Delegates 
Appeal Sub Committee CC President / Event Dir. 
Referee Sub Committee Referee Delegate 
Venue Operations Sub Committee Venue Operations Delegate 
VIS Sub Committee VIS Delegate 
Press Sub Committee Press Delegate 
 Medical Delegate 
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13.5 APPEAL SUB-COMMITTEE  
This sub-committee is chaired by the FIVB President or his representative.     
Its members ensure the smooth running of all matches. The duties of the Appeal 
Sub-Committee are: 

13.5.1 to coordinate all aspects of the competition and make the final decision 
as regards any protests or complaints about the organization, match 
results, medical and refereeing issues after consultation with the sub-
committee or delegate in question; 

13.5.2 to admonish and if necessary disqualify players, referees, coaches and 
other participants; 

13.5.3 to appoint one of its members as President of each local Control 
Committee responsible for the smooth running of the matches in each 
venue or city and with the following duties: 
 
13.5.3.1  to act as Chairman of the local control committee, composed   

 of members of the other sub-committees  
 
13.5.3.2  to nominate the game jury for each match with the following   

 duties:  
a) control of the draw of players for the anti-doping test; 
b) transmission of the match report to both the President of 

the Appeal Sub-Committee and the President of the local 
control committee; 

c) reception of claims and protests concerning the match 
result and preparation of a report in conjunction with the 
refereeing delegate; 

 
13.5.3.3  to conduct the Judges’ Conference with the first referee and   

 the Refereeing delegate 
 
13.5.3.4  to nominate the Game Technical Supervisor with the following  
               duties: 

a) to assure the smooth preparation, running and final 
operation of the match in cooperation with the Game 
Jury President and the OC. The Court Manager will be at 
the disposal of the Game Technical Supervisor during 
the game. 

b) to be seated at the Jury’s table, next to the Game Jury 
President. 

 
13.5.3.5   to remain in contact with the President of the Appeal Sub- 
                Committee (who is also the President of the Control  
                Committee) in any emergency by any rapid means; 
 
13.5.3.6 to consult the President on late-hour requests by the 

organizer to alter the match schedule, economic or playing 
conditions, etc; 
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13.5.3.7 to transmit to the President every day a brief and concise   
report on the daily events. Where applicable, this can just 
specify «competition without problems»; 

13.5.4 to delegate powers and assign to each local Control Committee the 
following duties: 
 
13.5.4.1  to acknowledge and solve complaints about the organizer,  
               FIVB officials or other participants; 
 
13.5.4.2  to collect the original score-sheets of the matches, protests,  
               complaints, and make a report to the President. 

13.5.5 to check and approve the accreditation of players, team officials, FIVB 
officials and guests; 

13.5.6 to check and approve final team entries, players’ eligibility and uniforms; 

13.5.7 to supervise the preparation of facilities and logistics by the organizer 
for meetings scheduled for all Sub-Committees and the general 
technical meeting, team briefings and press conferences that follow 
these meetings involving representatives of all participants; 

13.5.8 to inspect, approve and control the hotels and dining facilities for teams, 
referees, officials and other participants; 

13.5.9 to authorize the issue and distribution of ID cards and passes; 

13.5.10 to check the special stands (VIPs, FIVB guests, players and FIVB 
officials) and areas restricted to bearers of specific ID cards (except 
press) and verify the security measures for controlling access; 

13.5.11 to check and control transportation for Technical Officials and Control 
Committee members, and coordinate available vehicles with the 
organizer; 

13.5.12 to inspect, approve and control the operation of hospitality areas for 
VIPs, FIVB guests, technical officials, etc; 

13.5.13 to control and coordinate the planning and preparation of the opening, 
closing and awards ceremonies; 

13.5.14 if nominated, to preside certain matches as Game Jury President or 
Game Technical Supervisor;  

13.5.15 to solve problems arising from its duties and present the President with 
a report on those not solved.  

13.6 VENUE OPERATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
This sub-committee is chaired by the President of the Sports Events Council or his 
representative. Its members are responsible for the quality and quantity of local 
personnel, material and technical equipment required by the FIVB for the 
organization of Volleyball matches in world competitions. A member of the 
Technical Commission is a de facto member. 
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The duties of the Venue Operations Sub-Committee are: 

13.6.1 to approve the layout and installation of the competition area in 
accordance with the FIVB plan and the «Official Volleyball Rules»; 

13.6.2 to verify that the sports equipment, material and other supplies are 
available in the quantity and the quality required by the «Section IV-
Organizer’s Manual» and the «Official Volleyball Rules»; 

13.6.3 to verify and approve lighting (intensity and beam direction), floor (wood 
or synthetic), playing court (dimensions), local sound, air conditioning, 
etc. as required by the « Section IV-Organizer’s Manual » and the 
«Official Volleyball Rules»; The necessary measurement equipment 
(light meter, measuring tape, height meter) required to be provided by 
the Organizer. 

13.6.4 to control and restrict the access to the competition area only to 
authorized personnel, officials and teams playing; 

13.6.5 to check and approve the official forms to be used for competition 
statistics and match results; 

13.6.6 to control reports by the organizer on match results, team ranking, 
training schedule, match schedule, etc; 

13.6.7 to supervise the preparation and distribution by the organizer of the 
daily bulletin (except for press) and other information published by the 
FIVB; 

13.6.8 to prepare the guidelines and instructions required for the statistics of 
player and team evaluation and control reports by the organizer on such 
statistics; to check the availability of one table and one seat for the 
Technical Commission member next to the statisticians for the 
competition period. The Technical Commission member to take part in 
the Refereeing Clinic with statisticians. 

13.6.9 to draft the technical evaluation report of the competition;  

13.6.10 to inspect, approve and control the operation of the areas adjacent to 
the competition hall (warming-up court, changing rooms, etc.);  

13.6.11 to approve the layout and installation of the secretariat and verify the 
availability of personnel and equipment required for the accomplishment 
of its duties; 

13.6.12 to provide to the Control Committee the material for the selection of the 
best player and the best coach.; 

13.6.13 to control strictly the competition area during matches; 

13.6.14 if nominated to preside certain matches as Game Jury President or 
Game Technical Supervisor;  
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13.6.15 to solve problems arising from its duties and present the President with 
a report concerning those not solved. 

13.7 REFEREEING SUB-COMMITTEE 
This sub-committee is chaired by the President of the Refereeing Commission or 
its representative. Its members are the immediate collective authority over all 
referees, scorers and line judges whose impartiality and quality they must ensure.  

The duties of the Refereeing Sub-Committee are: 

13.7.1 To use the referee instructions and guidelines as approved by the 
Referee Commission, including among other items:   
a) refereeing guidelines and interpretation of new rules 
b) refereeing coordination during matches 
c) international game protocol 
d) working program and calendar of meetings and clinics, including 

their agendas and subjects 
e) conduct and discipline  
f) travel information; 

13.7.2 to check and control the preparations by the organizer for the refereeing 
clinic and meetings in accordance with Section II, Article 2.1.6.3 of the 
«Sports Regulations»; 

13.7.3 to hold a preliminary meeting within three days prior to the start of the 
competition to coordinate duties and allocate specific tasks to be 
accomplished by each member during the refereeing clinic; 

13.7.4 to supervise the organization of the refereeing clinic and strictly program 
the presentation of teams, referees and refereeing problems; to 
supervise with the Technical Commission member the integration and 
presence of statisticians in this clinic; To prepare and attend meetings 
of the Control Committee, the General Technical Meeting and Team 
Briefing. 

13.7.5 to assign Refereeing Delegates (1 or 2) for each match during the 
competition who will carry out the analysis and evaluation of the 
performance of the referees and will take part in the Judge’s conference 
when required; (Section I, Article 9.1) 

13.7.6 to keep statistics on the nomination and performance of referees with 
regard to the application of rules and to present an individual and 
general evaluation of their performance; 

13.7.7 to keep a record of controversial refereeing decisions on the application 
of rules and, regardless of the specific outcome, make a choice of the 
most suitable ruling for similar cases in the future; 

13.7.8 to examine and nominate the scorers, line judges, ball retrievers and 
floor moppers, proposed by the organizer, and supervise and evaluate 
their performance;  

13.7.9 to admonish and, if required, suggest that the Appeal Sub-Committee 
disqualify a referee for misconduct or breaking refereeing instructions; 
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13.7.10 to assign referees to the various venues or cities and nominate the 
refereeing corps for each match (1st and 2nd referees, reserve referee, 
scorer and line judges); 

13.7.11 when nominating the refereeing corps for a match, to keep in mind that: 
a) referees and the refereeing delegate if possible must not come from 

the same country as the teams involved, nor the referees from the 
same country as the refereeing delegate, 

b) when teams involved come from different continents, preference 
should be given to referees from a third continent, 

c) when both teams come from the same continent, referees may also 
come from that continent, but should be from a different country, 

d) as far as possible a referee should not be nominated first referee 
for two consecutive matches of the same team; 

e) the RSC to submit the refereeing nominations to the Control 
Committee President. 

13.7.12 to check that all referees abide by the «Official Volleyball Rules», judge 
their performance and unify their interpretation of the rules; 

13.7.13 to decide on any protest concerning refereeing and report to the Appeal 
Sub-Committee; 

13.7.14 to check national anthems and equipment before the competition; 

13.7.15 to solve problems arising from its duties and present the Control 
Committee President with a report on those not solved. 

13.8 TECHNICAL DELEGATE’S DUTIES / EVENT DIRECTOR 
The technical delegate is responsible for the smooth running of the competition 
and the operation of competition and training halls for which he is required to : 

13.8.1 Coordinate the work of the Technical sub-committee and assign 
individual tasks to the members of the Technical sub-committee; 

13.8.2 ensure the efficient work of the personnel involved in the event in 
accordance with their duties as established by the Technical 
Organizational Chart; 

13.8.3 In coordination with the Administrative delegate, he must supervise the 
preparation and timely availability of meeting rooms (large enough), 
agenda, documents, furniture and interpreters if required for: 
a) Control Committee meeting 
b) Preliminary inquiry 
c) General Technical meeting and/or Team Briefing 
d) Sub-committees meetings 

13.8.4 coordinate and control the sequence and timely access of personnel to 
the playing court; 

13.8.5 verify the accurate preparation and timely distribution of training 
schedule, match schedule (or any possible changes). 
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13.8.6 inspect and verify, with the Technical sub-committee members, the 
proper setting-up and operation of the areas adjacent to the competition 
venue (warming-up court, changing rooms) and working areas like 
Technical bureau (Secretariat); 

13.8.7 ensure the correct and timely flow of information, checking the correct 
preparation, typing and content of match and statistical reports and their 
timely reception, in collaboration with the Technical sub-committee 
member(s) responsible; 

13.8.8 supervise and coordinate with the Press Delegate, VIS Delegate and 
TSC members the preparatory work and content of the Daily Bulletin; 

13.8.9 verify and ensure the operation of the competition area under FIVB 
control and the availability of national anthems, sports equipment and 
material; 

13.8.10 verify and ensure that in each competition venue the organizer places 
the FIVB flag, flags of participating countries in the correct positions, 
competition logo and banners featuring the title of the competition well 
in evidence, in the view of the public and TV cameras; 

13.8.11 ensure that an official photographer has been engaged by the 
organizer; 

13.8.12 in coordination with the Press delegate and Technical sub-committee 
members, determine the press photographers’ camera positions around 
the playing court and the exclusive position for the official 
photographer(s); 

13.8.13 check that all documents under his control are forwarded to the FIVB 
Volleyball Events Department; 

13.8.14 prepare a one-page report on the quality of the organization and 
structure set up by the organizer for the final report; 

13.8.15 supervise and control the game speaker; 

13.8.16 check the content of the Competition Handbook before printing. 

13.9 MEDICAL DELEGATE’S DUTIES 

13.9.1 to verify and control all medical services (first aid, anti-doping controls, 
alcohol-test, medical care on court, etc.); 

13.9.2 to check health certificates for all players, «Medical Certificates» and 
FIVB accreditation cards for team doctors; 

13.9.3 to verify that the meals provided by the organizer meet FIVB standards 
with regard to quantities, calories and nutrition, as laid down in the 
«Medical Regulations»; 

13.9.4 If a Medical delegate has not been included in the Control Committee, 
the above duties shall be carried out by the Appeal sub-committee. 
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13.9.5 To prepare and attend meetings of the Control Committee, the General 
Technical Meeting and Team Briefing. 

13.10 PRESS DELEGATE’S DUTIES 
The Press Delegate ensures the flow of information and the smooth operation of 
facilities, equipment and services provided by the organizer for the mass media 
representatives. 

The Press Delegate’s duties are: 

13.10.1 to prepare the guidelines and press accreditation forms and ensure that 
they are distributed worldwide on time; 

13.10.2 to check and ensure the prompt accreditation of press representatives; 

13.10.3 to verify the accommodation and transportation for accredited press 
representatives and to provide transportation to FIVB invited media (VIP 
journalists); 

13.10.4 to approve the layout and installation of equipment and furniture 
required for the press working areas including microphones and sound 
system; 

13.10.5 to check the operation of press equipment. 

13.10.6 to ensure adequate control by the organizer of all access to press areas 
such as stands, interview rooms, TV or press room, etc; 

13.10.7 to prepare the guidelines and instructions to organizers, team members 
and press in order to arrange press conferences and interviews 
adequately; 

13.10.8 to coordinate actions aimed at a better organization of press 
conferences and interviews of players, coaches and FIVB officials; 

13.10.9 jointly with the technical sub-committee, to verify the accuracy of the 
data of VIS reports and ensure the transmission of such to the press 
and the TV networks; 

13.10.10 to solve problems arising from its duties and present the President with 
a report on those not solved. 

13.10.11 to prepare and attend meetings of the Control Committee, the General 
Technical Meeting and Team Briefing. 

13.10.12 to provide all photographers with a specific event vest (bib), in light 
cotton, which identifies the photographers who are able to take still 
pictures around the court. ENG crews will have to wear another vest, 
also provided by the organizers. The official photographer(s) should 
receive a vest with a third colour, with “FIVB” written on the back. 

13.10.13 clear written instructions must be given to photographers about where 
they may operate. 
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13.11 ADMINISTRATIVE DELEGATE’S DUTIES 

13.11.1 The Administrative delegate is responsible for the verification, approval 
and enforcement of the plans proposed by the organizer for : 
a) selection of hotels and restaurants; accommodation plan and 

preparation of housing, meals and transportation facilities for 
Technical officials, Control Committee members (jury), Referees, 
teams, guests and mass media representatives; 

b) airport and city reception arrangements; 
c) accreditation; 
d) ceremonies; 
e) hospitality areas (in the hotels and competition halls); 
f) advertising in the competition halls; 
g) stadium configuration; 
h) security services; 
i) liability insurance control. 

13.11.2 If the Administrative delegate position is not filled, these tasks shall be 
carried out by the Appeal sub-committee. 

13.12 FINAL REPORT 

13.12.1 The Control Committee is required to prepare a competition report with 
the OC before leaving the venue.  

13.12.2 The organizer must present on the final day the booklet of the final 
results.  

13.12.3 The organizer must inform the Control Committee before they leave of 
the time required for the printing of the FINAL REPORT. 
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CHAPTER IV 

Requirements for Competition and Training Halls  
 

14 COMPETITION HALLS 

14.1 SENIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS AND OLYMPIC GAMES 
For Senior World Championships and Olympic Tournaments a main hall with 
seating capacity for 15,000 is required. 

14.2 OTHER WORLD AND OFFICIAL COMPETITIONS 
Other world and official competitions may be authorized to use a hall with less 
seating capacity in accordance with local conditions. 
 
For Junior and Youth World Championships two competition halls in two different 
cities meeting FIVB requirements are required. 

14.3 FOR PRELIMINARY ROUNDS OUTSIDE THE MAIN VENUE 
For preliminaries or rounds not to be played in the main venue, a hall with a 
capacity of 5,000 seats is acceptable. 

14.4 NUMBER OF COMPETITION HALLS 
The number of halls will be determined by the FIVB according to the number of 
matches to be played each day. 

14.5 AREAS REQUIRED IN ANY HALL USED FOR OLYMPIC GAMES AND SENIOR 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

a) All halls must dispose of the following areas: 

b) Competition area 

c) Stands and booths for the FIVB and the press 

d) Two warming-up areas 

e) Secretariat and statistics room 

f)  Working and reception rooms for the FIVB and FIVB President’s room 

g) Medical services area 

h) Press and interview rooms 

i)  Changing rooms 

j)  Working and reception rooms for main sponsors 
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k) Technical video area for the competing teams 

l)  Technical data collection (statistics) area for participating teams  

15 COMPETITION AREA 
 

The competition area and equipment must be in accordance with the FIVB Official 
Competition Court Layout. 

15.1 DIMENSIONS  
A 40 m x 25 m area free of obstacles is required for the match. This area includes 
space for: 

15.1.1 The playing court (18 m x 9 m) 

15.1.2 The free zone around the playing court (5 m from side lines and 8 m 
from end lines). Both the playing court and the free zone together make 
up the playing area (34 m x 19 m). 

15.1.3 Free passage-way (space) around the free zone (minimum 2m wide 
and minimum 4.5 m wide on the game jury table side). 

 The three areas - playing court, free zone and free passage-way make 
up the competition control area.  

15.2 TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 

The technical requirements of the playing area consist of: 

15.2.1 Wooden or synthetic flooring, installed on beams and not concrete, 
must be covered with non-slip paint or absorbent material, both of which 
must have been duly homologated by the FIVB.  

 Only those specifically approved synthetic flooring can be installed 
directly on concrete. 

 For World Championships and Olympic Tournaments, synthetic flooring, 
installed over wood on beams, with white playing court lines is required. 

15.2.2 Space free from any obstruction up to a height of a minimum of 12.5 m 
measured from the floor and above the whole playing area. 

15.2.3 For the lighting movable lamps are preferable along each external side 
of the free zone. All lighting must obtain FIVB approval. 
a) Lamps must not dazzle the players in any way, be too bright nor be 

placed over the centre line of the court. 
b) Light intensity must be no less than 1500 lux measured at 1 m from 

the floor. 
c) Light beams should eliminate shadows on the floor. 
d) Spectator Stands should be adequately and consistently lit. 
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15.2.4 The arrangement of tables and panels and all equipment must be made 
in accordance with the FIVB layout («Official FIVB Forms and 
Layouts»). 
a) the scorer’s table is 1.50 m x 0.90 m x 0.70 m in height and stands 

perpendicular to the centre line along the external side of the free 
zone facing the referee’s chair. 

 
b) the court announcer and scoreboard keeper will each have another 

similar table placed next to the side of the scorer’s table and 30 cm 
further back from the external side of the free zone 

c) game jury officials and refereeing delegates will have one table  
(300 x 90 x 70cm) placed 1.45m behind the scorer’s table. The 
table should stand on a platform a minimum of 30 cm off the 
ground; 

d) panels around the free zone will be 3.4 m long and 1.00 m in height  

15.2.5 A mobile communication system is required between the competition 
area and the warming-up hall. 

15.3 EQUIPMENT 
The FIVB will select, besides the official ball, all equipment required for the 
competition, choosing it from among the equipment previously homologated by the 
FIVB. Such equipment will consist of:  

15.3.1 posts must be telescopic and protected with a plastic or foam cover. 
Their surface must be smooth without any projections or attachments 
such as cables or ropes to hold the posts upright;  

15.3.2 the net must be steady and stretch out with one antenna fixed at the 
edge of each side band; 

15.3.3 the referee’s chair must be adjustable in height, very stable with a wide 
base. It must allow the referee, whether sitting or standing, to see 0.50 
m above the top of the net; 

15.3.4 the electronic scoreboard must be in sight of the two teams, referees, 
line judges, game delegates and audience with the following indications: 
a) Name of the countries or teams 
b) Service indicator 
c) Time-outs granted per team 
d) Substitutions made by each team 
e) Score of the set underway 
f) Score of previous set(s); 

15.3.5 Manual scoreboards must be on hand for use in case of emergency and 
must indicate: 
a) Country or teams’ names 
b) Score of the set underway 
c) Sets previously won by each team. 

15.3.6 It is recommended that TV camera operators are seated on small 
mobile seats between the scorer’s table and coach position: 
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15.4 ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT 
Additional equipment required on or near the competition area is the following: 
a) Five new official balls ready for use. 
b) Two rubber-wheeled trolleys with twelve balls each for warming-up use and 

two rubber-wheeled trolleys for team clothing.  
c) A support for five balls which will stand by the scorer’s table (three of the balls 

are used during the game) 
d) Two chairs and seating for 8 persons placed along the external side of the 

free zone on either side of the scorer’s table 
e) Two chairs for penalty area and two chairs for the reserve referee and lines 

judge, two chairs for team liaison, one chair for the control committee liaison. 
f) Game jury table on a platform with four chairs. 
g) Two tables with three chairs each for organizer court staff and host TV 

broadcaster. 
h) An electric buzzer combined with a light within the reach of each of the 

coaches  
i) A measuring rod clearly marked at 2.24 m and 2.43 m to measure the height 

of the net 
j) Six 1 m long mops to dry and sweep clean the floor 
k) 30 towels for the moppers and the teams 
l) Four red flags or other color (yellow), each 40 cm x 40 cm in size for the line 

judges 

15.5 SPARE EQUIPMENT  
A spare set of equipment should be available near the competition area in the 
following amounts: 
a) Two official nets with antennae, a pair of posts and a measuring rod 
b) Two devices for measuring the weight and circumference of the balls and two    

pressure-gauges 
c) Two mops 
d) 30 towels for the moppers 
e) A sufficient number of official balls for the competition 
f) Four red flags or other color (yellow), each 40 cm x 40 cm in size for the line 

judges  

16 STANDS AND BOOTHS FOR THE FIVB, PRESS AND TV 

16.1 STANDS TO BE RESERVED 

Free seats will be reserved as follows: 

16.1.1 A presidential stand for the sovereign or head of state and his retinue. 

16.1.2 A stand (A) of honor divided into three sections: 
a) FIVB members present, Control Committee members, FIVB 

members and accompanying persons in the central section (25 
seats) 
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b) FIVB guests, sponsors, international sports organizations, 
diplomatic corps, and other VIPs (100 seats on the right) 

c) Organizers’ guests, local sponsors and other high government 
officials (100 seats on the left) 

16.1.3 A press stand (B) for journalists and photographers duly prepared to 
facilitate their job with tables and comfortable seats (as required). 

16.1.4 A stand (C) for team members, players, technicians and other officials 
(as required by the number of teams) 

16.1.5 A stand (D) for international referees and national and international 
technical officials (as required by the number of matches to be played 
daily). 

16.1.6 Technical video facilities:  
An area of 3 x 6 meters must be placed behind one of the court end 
lines for the use of the participating teams to make technical films and 
videos for use in match preparation, analysis and scouting. This area, 
as much as possible, should be centered behind the end line and be 
raised near the height of the net. This area is reserved for cameras 
previously checked and approved by the Control Committee and access 
to it shall be restricted to only one of the accredited members, 
previously registered, per team.  The sale or commercialization of any 
technical video filmed from this area shall entail a fine of $US 10,000.- 
on the National Federation allowing its sale in its country.  

16.2 BOOTHS FOR RADIO AND TV COMMENTATORS  

Booths for radio and TV commentators as requested: 

a) for the host broadcaster who will also coordinate the needs of international 
broadcasters 

b) for other international broadcasters when they request such.  

16.3 TEAM STATISTICIANS 
For each team participating in the match being played, two seats must be made 
available at a table situated behind the end panels delimiting the edge of the free 
zone (i.e. in the free passageway, behind the service line.) One pair of statisticians 
shall be situated at the end of the court behind Team A, the other shall be situated 
behind Team B. The exact location can be found on the Official Court Layout. 
Electricity connections must be available to these tables during the match. 

17 WARMING-UP AREAS 

17.1 LOCATION AND DIMENSIONS 
With direct access to the playing court, each hall must have two areas of at least 
24 m x 15 m x 7 m height free from any obstacle. 

17.2 ADJACENT PLAYING COURTS 
One area is acceptable when it is big enough to contain two playing courts divided 
by a curtain. 
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17.3 FLOOR COVERING 
The flooring of the warming-up area can be either: 

17.3.1 the same as the flooring on the competition area (floating wood on 
beams with synthetic homologated cover), or 

17.3.2 specifically approved synthetic flooring installed directly on the hard 
surface of the warming-up area (concrete, wood with no beams). 
 

17.4 POSTS AND NETS 
The posts must also be telescopic for quick net adjustment. 

17.5 LIGHTING 
The lighting must be of 500 lux minimum and all lamps and windows should 
preferably be protected. 

 
17.6 EQUIPMENT 

Equipment required for each warming-up area is the following: 
a) one rubber-wheeled trolley, 
b) a measuring rod clearly marked at 2.24 m and 2.43 m 
c) twelve official game balls in good condition. 

18 SECRETARIAT AND STATISTICS ROOM 

18.1 DIMENSIONS 
The secretarial services should dispose of no less than 50 m² in the main hall and 
30 m² in other halls. 

18.2 REQUIREMENTS 
The secretariat must be equipped to satisfy the needs for competition data 
recordings, control of individual statistics, printing and processing of documents. 

18.3 EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL FOR DATA RECORDING 
The section for recording competition data requires the following equipment and 
material: 
a) Personal computers, printers and adequate and current office software (and 

typewriter if required for completion of scoresheets) 
b) tables or desks with sufficient chairs 
c) stationery 
d) internet wi-fi connection is mandatory. The bandwidth should be large   

enough to allow email transmissions and web access 

18.4 EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL FOR STATISTICAL EVALUATION 
The section for the control of individual statistics requires the following equipment 
and material: 
a) PCs and printers in sufficient quantity for the program prepared 
b) tables and chairs for statisticians 
c) stationery 



SECTION - I 
GENERAL COMPETITION REGULATIONS 

 

 
 

FIVB Sports Regulations – Mar 2009 39 

 

d) calculators 
e) modems, faxes and portable phones / walkie-talkies (walkie-talkies should be 

checked by the broadcaster before use because they may interfere with the 
microphones and TV intercom frequencies) 

 
18.5 EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL FOR DOCUMENT PRINTING AND 

PUBLICATION 
The information section requires the following equipment and material: 
a) tables to sort out documents 
b) high-speed photocopiers with zoom and auto stapler 
c) desk photocopiers with auto-feeder 
d) all the necessary chairs and desks 

19 WORKING AND RECEPTION ROOMS FOR THE FIVB 

19.1 WORKING ROOMS IN MAIN HALL 
Working rooms in the main hall at the disposal of the FIVB must be adequately 
furnished (i.e. equipped with telephone lines and personal computers as required) 
for the following purposes: 

19.1.1 the reception room (at least 40 m²) of the FIVB President (or his 
representative) must be divided into two rooms furnished with desks (2), 
one working table with six chairs in one of them; two comfortable sofas, 
one low table and chairs in the other; 

19.1.2 the office of the FIVB Technical Delegate must measure no less than 24 
m² and be equipped with two working tables and six chairs for other 
FIVB Technical Officials; 

19.1.3 the office of the administrative delegate must be at least 16 m² with one 
desk and four chairs; 

19.1.4 the Control Committee meeting rooms must be : 
a) for the Appeal and Venue Operations Sub-Committees of at least 

24 m² with table and chairs for eight persons, 
b) for the Refereeing Sub-Committee at least 24 m² with table and 

chairs for eight persons. 

19.1.5 Internet connections are mandatory for this area  

19.2 WORKING ROOMS IN SECONDARY HALLS 
Working rooms in secondary halls must meet the requirements as for the main 
hall, except for the dimensions which may be reduced in accordance with the 
number of officials. 

19.3 RECEPTION ROOMS OR LOUNGES IN MAIN HALL 
Reception rooms or lounges must be properly arranged and furnished for the 
following persons:  



SECTION – I 
GENERAL COMPETITION REGULATIONS 
 

 
 

40  FIVB Sports Regulations – Mar 2009 

 

19.3.1 VIPs, sponsors and guests of honor (with beverages, snacks, a TV set, 
sofas and low tables) 

19.3.2 Control Committee members and FIVB delegates (also with sofas, low 
tables, beverages, snacks and a TV set) 

19.3.3 International referees (with sofas, beverages and a TV set) 

19.4 RECEPTION ROOMS OR LOUNGES IN SECONDARY HALLS 
Reception rooms or lounges in secondary halls may be limited to two, one for the 
Control Committee members, VIPs and FIVB guests; the other for referees (both 
with sofas, low tables, beverages, snacks and a TV set). 

20 MEDICAL SERVICES 

20.1 REQUIREMENTS 
Medical services are required in all halls, properly equipped to satisfy two specific 
needs as follows: 
a) anti-doping section 
b) first aid and referees test section 

20.2 DIMENSIONS AND EQUIPMENT FOR ANTI-DOPING SECTION 
The anti-doping section should be at least 50 m² in accordance with the FIVB 
«Medical Regulations» and dispose of three sections properly fitted out: 
a) waiting room 25 m² 
b) reception room 20 m² 
c) toilet with shower 5 m² 
d) telephone 
e) refrigerator 
f) refreshments 
 

20.3 DIMENSIONS AND EQUIPMENT FOR FIRST-AID SECTION 
 

The first aid (and referees test) section should be at least 25 m² and dispose of: 
a) beds (at least one) 
b) basic medical equipment 
c) basic medicine 
d) oxygen administration facilities 
e) stretchers 
f) telephone 
g) refrigerator 
h) on court first-aid 

21 PRESS AND PRESS CONFERENCE ROOMS 
 

Press and VIS centers to remain under exclusive FIVB control and supervision 
and cannot be used by the organizing committee for their own purposes. 
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21.1 PRESS ROOM LOCATION, CAPACITY AND EQUIPMENT 
The press room must have direct access to the press stand and dispose of the 
following: 

21.1.1 Capacity: 
a)    main hall - for 100 journalists and a special area for photographers 

and their material to be arranged. 
b)  secondary halls - 25/50 journalists 

21.1.2 Equipment: 
 
21.1.2.1 Computers, Internet and E-mail access plus phones for local  

calls. The internet bandwidth is mandatory and should be large  
enough to allow the multi-session uploading of files by the  
photographers. 

 
21.1.2.2 tables and chairs in accordance with the number of accredited  

journalists 
 
21.1.2.3 board with competition graphics and table results on the wall 
 
21.1.2.4 pigeon-holes or mail boxes as required 

21.2 CAFETERIA, LOUNGE AND REST ROOMS 

21.2.1 The press cafeteria must be adequate for the number of accredited 
journalists and have snacks and beverages available at lowest market 
prices. 

21.2.2 A press lounge or rest rooms for the press, radio and TV, are required 
at least for the main hall. Comfortable seating and TV sets are 
recommended. 

21.2.3 Toilets for the exclusive use of the accredited press personnel are also 
recommended. 

21.3 PRESS CONFERENCE ROOM 

The press conference room must be prepared in accordance with the following: 

21.3.1 Capacity - as per the number of accredited journalists 

21.3.2 Equipment - a platform, microphones, chairs and a 3 m long table (as 
required), a TV set is allowed if requested; panels with the name and 
the logo of the competition with appropriate décor and FIVB signage. 

21.3.3 Personnel - one speaker to introduce the persons being interviewed, 
interpreters and security personnel. 

21.4 OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER’S ROOM 
A room must be provided for the Official Photographer. A broadband internet 
connection must be available for the uploading of images to the FIVB ftp site.  
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22 CHANGING ROOMS 

22.1 NUMBER 
Each hall must have at least six changing rooms in good condition for the following 
use: 
a) Teams on the program: 4 rooms 
b) International referees, scorers, line judges and Ball retrievers: 2 rooms 

22.2 DIMENSIONS AND SERVICES REQUIRED FOR TEAMS 

Teams’ changing rooms must fulfill the following requirements each: 
a) Dimension   30 m²  
b) Showers   5 
c) Massage tables   1 
d) Toilets     3 
e) Lockers   15 
f) Easy chairs or benches 15 seats 
g) Ice box and ice  Sufficient 

22.3 DIMENSIONS AND SERVICES REQUIRED FOR REFEREES 
Maximum of 4 Referees’ changing rooms: two for international referees (split into 
gender) and the other two for referees, scorers and national line judges (split into 
gender) as follows : 
a) Dimension 20 m²  
b) Showers   2 
c) Toilets    1 
d) Lockers 15  

23 TRAINING HALLS 

23.1 NUMBER OF HALLS REQUIRED 
All international Volleyball competitions require the number of training halls that is 
deemed sufficient to allow each team at least one and a half hours’ training daily. 

The FIVB will decide on the number of training halls and notify the organizer. 

23.2 HALL DATA AND TIMETABLE 
Once the halls have been approved by the FIVB, the organizer prepares leaflets to 
indicate the training timetable in each hall and with the following information: 
a) Name of the hall and owner 
b) Address and telephone numbers for each training hall 
c) Name of the OC Training Hall Manager and contact telephone numbers 
d) Distance from team’s lodging and traveling time by bus 
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23.3 HALL DISPOSAL 
Each training court must be at one team’s entire disposal until the arrival of the 
next team scheduled to train on the same court. (A team may invite another team 
to share its training court.) 

23.4 REQUIREMENTS 

To be approved a hall requires the following dimensions and equipment: 
a) the playing area must be 34 m x 19 m and if possible of more than 7 m height 

free from obstacles 
b) the floor of the playing area may be wooden or synthetic, preferably similar to 

the floor of the competition playing court 
c) posts and nets, antennae included, must be FIVB approved, preferably the 

same as on the official playing court 
d) changing rooms with hot water showers must be available for the team’s 

exclusive use 
e) twelve balls and one rubber-wheeled trolley must be available in the hall (balls 

must be replaced when they lose weight or shape). 
f) a manual flip scoreboard for each court 
g) an ice box and ice 
h) first aid facilities 
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CHAPTER V 

Drawing of Lots 

 

24 GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF DRAWING OF 
LOTS 

24.1 ORGANISATION 
The drawing of lots is organized under the supervision of FIVB officials at a public 
session 2-3 months prior to the start of the competition and prior to the final phase 
of the competition for Senior, Junior and Youth World Championships. 

24.2 PRINCIPLES 
The ceremony strictly follows «Section I, General Regulations for International 
Volleyball Competitions» concerning team distribution (seeding) and principles for 
the team draw. (See Section I, Article 7). 
 
The FIVB Volleyball Events Department may issue Drawing of Lots Technical 
Organization Guidelines specific to the competition. 

24.3 ORGANISER’S OPTIONS 
The organizer must have its technicians ready to make their choice of matches 
and dates, as granted by the regulations. 

24.4 PREPARATION 
The draw should preferably take place in the main city hosting the competition, for 
which the organizer prepares the following: 

24.4.1 The hall must be large enough to accommodate honorary guests, team 
representatives, mass media and general public.  

24.4.1.1 Size: 
a) Olympic Games and World Champ: no less than 300 m²  
b) Other FIVB World Competitions: no less than 150 m²  
c) Height: no less than 5 m. 

24.4.1.2 Seating capacity: 
a) Olympic Games and World Champs: 200-250 
b) Other FIVB World Competitions: 100-150 

24.4.1.3 Distribution of the seating: 

 Special sections with armchairs  
a) For IOC and NOC members 5-6 
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b) For diplomatic corps  8-10 
c) For FIVB officials, org. committee, guests  20 
d) For sponsors  5-6 
e) For TV  5-6 
f) For journalists Sections with ordinary seats  30-45 
g) For coaches and teams  15-25 
h) For public and observers Remainder 

24.4.1.4 Equipment required  
a) Principal Table 
 • no less than 4 m x 1 m, with 4-5 armchairs 
 • 3 microphones placed on a podium 30-40 cm high 
 • with two small FIVB flags and the President’s name. 
b) Table for cups or drawing wheels 
c) Table for the drawing of lots 
 • no less than 1.5 m x 1 m 
 • one microphone placed on a podium 30-40 cm high 
d) Tablets with name of participating teams 
 • number of tablets in accordance with the draw 
 • name of team - in accordance with IOC/FIVB 

abbreviations 
 • national flag if possible 
 • size - no less than 25 cm x 10 cm 
e) One panel with the name and logo of the competition 
f) A board for the pool composition, the size of which will 

depend on the number of teams and pools and which will 
indicate the title of the competition, host cities, pools and 
teams in “Berger table” order. 

g) A board for the daily match schedule, the size of which 
will depend on the number of teams and days of 
competitions and which will indicate the days of 
competitions, host cities, and pairs of teams. 

h) Cups and “eggs” according to the number of participating 
teams 

i) Tallies bearing the pool names, team names and two 
sets of numbers from 1 to 8, to be placed in the “eggs”. 

24.4.2 Technical services 
a) The intensity of the lighting must be sufficient for TV color recording 

or live coverage. 
b) The sound system must include loudspeakers, microphones, and 

amplifiers. 
c) There should be sufficient electrical sockets for portable TV 

cameras. 
d) The light and sound technicians must be present at all rehearsals 

and the ceremony. 

24.4.3 Special rooms 
a) one press room with telephones and faxes 
b) one secretariat room with computers, typing machines, 

photocopiers and furniture 
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24.4.4 Personnel 
a) Two persons to draw the tallies and hand them over to the FIVB 

delegate who announces the content either of teams, pools or 
numbers. 

b) Four persons to set results of the draw on the boards. 
c) hostesses to receive the guests 
d) one professional master of ceremonies 
e) one professional translator (toward English) 
f) one professional Press Chief 
g) one responsible official from the OC 
h) one computer specialist 

24.4.5 Special material 
a) FIVB flag and logo 
b) national flag of organizing country 
c) national flags of participating teams 
d) emblem and mascot of competition 
e) sponsors’ advertisements 

24.4.6 Program 
The following information is to be distributed to all VIPs, guests, 
journalists in a descriptive brochure: 
a) Messages from FIVB President, NF President, OC, authorities 
b) Brief history of Volleyball 
c) Brief history of the FIVB and its main aims 
d) Brief history of the competition and results 
e) Some important points of the regulations (teams, system of    
      competition, competition days, host cities, participating officials) 
f) Program and scripts of drawing of lots 
g) Special forms to be filled in during the drawing of lots 
h) Brief information about sponsor and TV involvement 
i) FIVB, organizers and sponsors’ souvenirs, stickers, pins and   

posters, etc. 
 
24.4.7 Press Conference 
 A press conference must be prepared according to FIVB instructions. 
 
24.4.8 Reception 
 A reception/cocktail must be organized in accordance with the special 

schedule. 
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CHAPTER VI 

Official Forms and Layouts 

 

25 COMPETITION AREA 
 
- General Layout (court, measures, material, personnel) 
- Playing Court 
- Photographs and Television 
- Advertising places 
- Advertising panels 
- Perspective view of the competition area 

26 TECHNICAL ORGANISATION CHART 
 
T-1 Basic Organization 
T-2 Technical Organization Chart 

27 REFEREEING FORMS 
 
R-1 Referee Registration (yearly Referees registration Form) 
R-2 Referee Nomination 
R-3 Daily Refereeing Duty Roster 
R-4 Refereeing Evaluation 
R-5 Line-up Sheet 
R-6 Libero Player Control 
- Official Volleyball Scoresheet 

28 TECHNICAL ORGANISATION FORMS AND REPORTS 
 
O-1 Choice of Uniform Colors 
O-2 Team Registration * 
O-2bis Final Team Registration * 
O-3 Training Schedule 
O-4 Match Results Report * 
O-5 Match Results per pool * 
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O-6 Teams Ranking per pool * 
O-7 Preliminary Inquiry 
O-8a Play-offs of WC Junior & Youth * 
O-8b Finals and Ranking WC Junior & Youth * 
O-9 Individual entry form for Players / Coach 
O-10 Team Information 
O-11 Application to host a World Competition 
O-12 Information on the candidate city 
O-13 Information on the competition halls 
O-14 Training hall requirements and needs 
O-15 Information on the hotels 
 
* These Forms / Reports are generated by the VIS Software or the VISASP Web 
application. 

29 MEDICAL FORMS 
 
M-1 Anti-Doping Control Form 
M-2 Alcohol Test Form 
M-3 Player Health certificate  
M-4 Health Certificate for Referees  
M-5 Medication Declaration 
M-6 Referee  Health Control Form 
M-7 Health Certificate for Officials  
M-8 Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE) application form 
M-9 Medical Delegate Report Form 

30 PRESS REPORTS 

Results, rankings and statistics printed by the FIVB VIS software   
 
P-1 Start List 
P-2 Match results and Best Players statistics 
P-3 Match Players Ranking 
P-4 Collated results & ranking 
P-5 Players ranking by Skills 
P-6 Teams ranking by Skills 

Press Info:  Combination of Match comments and complete daily match results 
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31 PRESS FORMS 
 
- Accreditation Form 

All Press forms are to be confirmed with the FIVB Press Officer 

32 OTHER 
 
F-1 Confidential Data Form 
- Player Application to Change Federation of Origin 
- FIVB Recognized Volleyball Competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION – I 
GENERAL COMPETITION REGULATIONS 
 

 
 

50  FIVB Sports Regulations – Mar 2009 

 

 
 
 
 
 




