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PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITY REPORT 2022

PRESIDENT ARY GRAÇA’S MESSAGE: LOOKING BACK AT 2022

As 2022 draws to an end, we can reflect on yet 
another historic year for the global Volleyball Family. 

We celebrated the 75th anniversary of the FIVB. 
And we did so together and in person at the 38th 
FIVB World Congress in Arnhem, the Netherlands. 
Here, we had the opportunity to discuss everything 
we have achieved, in addition to the bright future of 
our sport.

This year also marked my tenth year as President 
of the FIVB. I will be forever humbled by the trust 
you continue to place in me to serve and guide our 
beloved sport, and I am so proud of how far we have 
all come in this time. Our Volleyball Family is stronger 
and more unified than ever. The FIVB is a leading 
International Federation, fit for our global sport, 
which is among the most popular in the world.

The last decade has seen our sport develop 
exponentially, thanks to the FIVB leadership’s 
tireless efforts to professionalise our administration 
and to implement the highest standards of good 
governance, and to a resolute focus on innovation 
and opportunity for all. 

The FIVB’s work to develop the sport worldwide 
continued throughout 2022. As the year got 
underway, we opened once again the revolutionary 
Volleyball Empowerment programme to all our 
National Federations. I am delighted that we received 
a significant number of very strong projects. Our 
steadfast commitment to reinvesting the money that 
comes from the sport back into the sport is already 
bearing fruit.

And I am very proud that, under my leadership since 
2012, the total development support provided via 
Continental Confederations, National Federations, 
Zonal Associations and Development Centres has 
increased by over 314%. Almost USD 50 million was 
invested in development support during my 10-year 
mandate as the President of the FIVB. 

As you will see below, I had an incredibly busy 
schedule visiting members of the Volleyball 
Family and beyond across the globe. During these 
meetings with our Continental Confederations, 
National Federations, Zonal Associations and other 
stakeholders, I worked to ensure that every single 
member of the Volleyball Family is aware of the 
support available to them. 

We also see tremendous growth in the quality of 
our events, which were on full display in 2022, 
including three world championships. Electrifying 
volleyball action wowed audiences as Poland and 
Slovenia hosted the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship, while the Netherlands and Poland 
welcomed the world for the women’s edition. Not 
to be outdone, the FIVB Beach Volleyball World 
Championships took centre stage in Italy. 

The Volleyball Nations League (VNL) travelled the 
globe for its fourth edition. The strong line-up of 
host cities was a clear testament to the value of this 
cutting-edge annual competition. Meanwhile, the 
inaugural season of the Volleyball World Beach Pro 
Tour brought the beach volleyball festival experience 
to more fans than ever before.

As you can see, 2022 was a year of non-stop 
volleyball and beach volleyball action. Our new 
mentality is to give fans real entertainment, and we 
deliver on this time and again. 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing dedication 
to volleyball. It has been a pleasure to work alongside 
you all and to see so many of you over the last 12 
months. The year 2022 has truly been a special one. 

Yours in sport,

FIVB President
Dr Ary S. Graça F°

LOOKING BACK ON A VERY SPECIAL YEAR FOR VOLLEYBALL



4

PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITY REPORT 2022

FIVB President’s Activities 2022 Timeline

24 Jan - 11 Feb 
Various FIVB 
Commission
meetings
Lausanne,
Switzerland 

30 - 31 May 
Meeting with the 
President of the 
Republic of Chad
N'Djamena, 
Chad

22 - 28 Jun 
VNL 2022/ 
Meetings with the 
AVC and National 
Federations
Manila, 
Philippines

10 Jun 
FIVB Finance 
Commission 
meeting
Lausanne,
Switzerland

13 - 20 Jun 
Beach Volleyball 
World 
Championships
Rome
Italy 

2 - 6 Jul 
Meetings with 
the Volleyball 
Association of 
Singapore
Singapore

21 - 25 Sep
38th FIVB 
World Congress
Arnhem, 
Netherlands

23 Sep - 15 Oct
Volleyaball 
Women’s World 
Championship
Various cities,
Netherlands & 
Poland

25 Aug - 11 Sep
Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship
Various cities,
Poland & Slovenia

13 - 18 Jul
Women’s 
VNL Finals
Ankara, 
Türkiye

16 - 18 Oct
“100 Years of 
Volleyball in 
Bulgaria” Gala
Sofia, 
Bulgaria

28 - 29 Nov
CAVB Congress
Casablanca, 
Morocco

1 - 14 Dec
Varios FIVB 
Commission 
meetings
Lausanne,
Switzerland

18 - 25 Jul 
Men’s VNL Finals
Bologna,
Italy 

16 - 19 Sep 
CEV Gala 
Dinner
Brussels, 
Belgium

21 - 22 Mar 
FIVB Executive 
Committee and Board 
of Administration 
meetings 
Lausanne,
Switzerland 

13 Apr
CSV Congress
Belo Horizonte,
Brazil

14 - 20 Feb
CAVB Headquarters 
Inauguration /
CAVB Board of 
Administration meeting 
Rabat, 
Morocco

20 - 23 May
CEV Board of 
Administration meeting 
/ CEV Champions 
League Super Finals 
Ljubljana,
Slovenia
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FEATURE STORIES

2022 kicked off with the launch of the 
Volleyball Empowerment platform for the 
2022-2023 cycle. 

Launched by FIVB President Dr Ary S. 
Graça F° at the 37th World Congress 
in 2021, Volleyball Empowerment is a 
revolutionary programme of development 
support open to all 222 National 
Federation, 365 days a year. The overall 

goal of the programme is to empower and 
improve the level of national teams and 
athletes, providing them with the skills to 
play at the highest level. 

“In 2021, following feedback from our 
National Federations, we made our 
support available for 365 days a year and 
now we have gone even further, giving 
National Federations the opportunity to 

apply for more than one project a year. 
This will allow National Federations with 
several good projects to diversify between 
various types of support, ensuring they 
can get the maximum benefit from 
Volleyball Empowerment,” said FIVB 
President Dr Ary S. Graça F°.

FIVB OPENS 2022 EDITION OF YEAR-ROUND VOLLEYBALL EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME

Read more

FIVB RELEASES GLOBAL DATA VISUALISATION SHOWCASING IMPACT OF VOLLEYBALL 
EMPOWERMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

Under the FIVB President’s guidance, 
the FIVB’s development programme 
has become a leading example among 
International Federations over the past 
10 years. In 2022, the FIVB launched its 
online data visualisation tool, detailing 
the far-reaching impact of CHF 13 million 
invested into development projects and 
Volleyball Empowerment since 2017. 

Powered by Power BI, the dashboard 
showcases the 573 projects (as of 15 
November 2022) approved so far in 

all corners of the globe over the past 
five years. The dashboard contains 
breakdowns of the amount invested per 
project and project categories, including 
coaching support, volleyball equipment 
and knowledge transfer. In addition, users 
can filter data according to Continental 
Confederation, National Federation, Zonal 
Association and project type.

“Through this intuitive data visualisation 
tool, members of the global Volleyball 
Family can see the extensive and positive 

benefit of our dedication to reinvesting 
the money that comes from the sport 
back into the sport. And it will also help 
guide the efforts of the FIVB’s team of 
professionals by providing valuable insights 
into the spread of approved projects 
across the globe,” said FIVB President Dr 
Ary S. Graça F°.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-opens-2022-edition-of-year-round-volleyball?id=96982
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-releases-global-data-visualisation-showcasing-impact?id=96806
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In 2021, the FIVB announced its 
groundbreaking partnership with CVC 
Capital Partners and the launch of 
Volleyball World. 
In 2022, Volleyball World announced its 
historic partnership with Polsat, Poland’s 
premier broadcaster, for the television 
rights in Poland for all international 
volleyball and beach volleyball events over 
the next decade.

The agreement represents a more than 
200 per cent increase in the media rights 
value and is a clear illustration of the 
popularity of the sport in Poland and the 
growth of volleyball globally.

It will run from 2022 to 2032, with 
Polsat viewers able to watch all major 
international competitions, including the 
men’s and women’s editions of the FIVB 
Volleyball World Championships in 2022, 
2026 and 2030, the Beach Volleyball 
World Championships, the annual VNL, 
the Volleyball World Beach Pro Tour, 
Olympic Qualifying tournaments and a 
new FIVB World Event in 2025 and 2029.

FEATURE STORIES

FIVB CELEBRATES 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY

The global Volleyball Family came 
together at the 38th FIVB World Congress to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the FIVB.

Founded in 1947 by representatives from 
14 countries, the FIVB has since grown to 
222 National Federations, while the sport 
has developed into one of the world’s 
biggest and is enjoyed by hundreds of 
millions across the globe.

In its 75-year history, the FIVB has 
experienced an array of key milestones, 
including the organisation of the first 
Volleyball World Championships, in 1949 
for men and 1952 for women, in addition 
to joining the programme of the Olympic 
Games at Tokyo 1964. Meanwhile, 
in beach volleyball, the first FIVB-
sanctioned tournament took place in 1987 

and, just nine years later, the sport made 
its Olympic debut at Atlanta 1996.

While volleyball may have grown 
significantly over the past 75 years, the 
FIVB has refocused its efforts over the 
last decade and, under the leadership of 
FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F°, has 
accelerated the professionalisation and 
modernisation of the sport. These efforts 
have been focused on the two key pillars 
of the FIVB President’s 2012 electoral 
campaign, innovation and opportunity, 
while ensuring the principles of good 
governance with the organisation’s 
objectives formulated in its 11 Goals 
strategy and Nucleus Plan.

Read more

Read more

VOLLEYBALL WORLD AND POLSAT SIGN MULTI-YEAR 
BROADCAST PARTNERSHIP

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-celebrates-75th-anniversary?id=96891
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/volleyball-world-and-polsat-sign-multi-year-broadcast?id=97975
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The FIVB President’s unwavering 
commitment to ensuring good 
governance was recognised in the 
Association of Summer Olympic 
International Federations (ASOIF) Fourth 
Review of International Federation 
Governance, published on 21 June 2022. 

The FIVB’s score represented an 
increase of 25 points since the previous 
assessment in 2019-2020, which was 
substantially higher than the mean 
increase of 14 points. It also saw the 
global governing body of volleyball move 
from group B to A2, the second highest 
group, which means that it scored 

between 150-170 points out of a possible 
200. Since the initial ASOIF review in 
2016-2017, the FIVB’s score has climbed 
60 points overall, showcasing its ongoing 
commitment to implementing the latest 
and best practices in governance.

ASOIF GOVERNANCE REVIEW RECOGNISES SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN FIVB’S
GOOD GOVERNANCE

Read more

FEATURE STORIES

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/asoif-governance-review-recognises-significant-progress-in?id=98184
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38TH FIVB WORLD CONGRESS

The 38th FIVB World Congress welcomed 
delegates from across the globe to 
Arnhem, the Netherlands in October, 
bringing together the entire global 
Volleyball Family in person for the first 
time since the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The World Congress coincided with 
the FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship, co-hosted by the 
Netherlands and Poland.

During his report to delegates, FIVB 
President Dr Ary S. Graça F° highlighted 
the huge growth of volleyball during his 
10 years as President and urged National 
Federations to dream big. 

“When I was elected the FIVB President 
in 2012, I promised to work tirelessly with 
you to revolutionise our sport, bringing 
opportunities and innovation. I promised 
to elevate volleyball to the place it 
deserves to be: one of the biggest sports 
in the world. Some 10 years later, I am 
delighted to see how far we have come, 
but to also look at how much more we 
can do for volleyball and how we can best 
support you, our National Federations,” 
said President Dr Ary S. Graça F°.

Read more

FIVB PRESIDENT HAILS RAPID GROWTH OF VOLLEYBALL GLOBALLY AS VOLLEYBALL 
FAMILY GATHERS FOR 38TH FIVB WORLD CONGRESS

The FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° 
chaired a Board of Administration meeting 
prior to the Congress. Board members 
were taken through the agenda of the 
World Congress and took the opportunity 
to express thanks to the Dutch Volleyball 
Federation for organising the meeting. 

Read more

FIVB Board of Administration met prior to the 
FIVB World Congress

FIVB President at CAVB meeting with African 
Volleyball Family

Read more

The FIVB President also attended the 
General Assembly of the European 
Volleyball Confederation and of the Asian 
Volleyball Confederation, in addition 
to a meeting of the African Volleyball 
Confederation, in Arnhem. During the 
meetings, he stressed the importance of 
teamwork among the Volleyball Family to 
ensure the continued development of the 
sport globally.

The FIVB President addressed the CEV 
General Assembly cont. 

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/-fivb-president-hails-rapid-growth-of?id=100195
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-with-board-of-administration?id=100188
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/continental-associations-host-general-assemblies-and-meetings?id=100193
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38TH FIVB WORLD CONGRESS

The Continental Confederations 
took centre stage on day two of the 
World Congress as the Continental 
Confederation Presidents provided 
detailed updates on how they had to 
transition from a COVID-19 environment 
to a forward-looking plan for the 
development of the sport. A theme 
throughout all the reports was unity and 
solidarity, facing challenges together and 
building for the future. 

FIVB General Director Fabio Azevedo 
presented the 2022-2023 budget

In addition, delegates approved several 
enhancements to the FIVB Constitution 
and Rules of Procedure to align with the 
latest best practices in good governance. 
Various financial reports from 2020-
2021 and the budget for 2022-2023 
were also approved.

Read more

The FIVB President with Japanese Volleyball 
Association President Shunichi Kawai

The FIVB President met with the National 
Federations of Oceania

A productive World Congress also saw 
FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° hold a 
number of key meetings with delegates 
from across the global Volleyball Family, 
including the Japanese Volleyball 
Association, the National Federations of 
Oceania and the Commonwealth, and the 
FIVB Athletes’ Commission.

Read more

Kenya women’s national team, aka the Malkia 
Strikers, was welcomed on the stage to 
demonstrate the tremendous impact of the 
Volleyball Empowerment pilot project on the team

The focal point of the first day was 
Volleyball Empowerment, with FIVB 
General Director Fabio Azevedo 
presenting the programme and 
encouraging delegates to utilise the 
incredible development support on offer.

Meanwhile, Volleyball World CEO Finn 
Taylor and CVC Capital Partners Head of 
Sports, Media and Entertainment, Nick 
Clarry took to the stage to showcase year 
one of Volleyball World. Delegates were 
shown the many ways in which Volleyball 
World has worked to help volleyball 
reach its potential, including through 
significantly boosting fan engagement and 
working to secure key partnerships with 
broadcasters and sponsors such as those 
with Polsat, ESPN, Mizuno and DHL.

Read more

Volleyball World CEO Finn Taylor and CVC 
Capital Partners Head of Sports, Media and 
Entertainment Nick Clarry discussed the first 
year of Volleyball World

https://www.fivb.com/en/congress2022/news/fivb-world-congress-approves-enhancements-to-constitution?id=100198
https://www.fivb.com/en/congress2022/news/fivb-president-holds-key-meetings-with-volleyball?id=100201
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/volleyball-empowerment-takes-centre-stage-as-volleyball?id=100197
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38TH FIVB WORLD CONGRESS

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° had the 
honour of being presented with the most 
prestigious award in volleyball – the FIVB 
Grand Cross – on the final day of the 38th 
FIVB World Congress.

Created in 1998, the FIVB Grand Cross 
is awarded to those who have made an 
exceptional contribution to volleyball and 
beach volleyball. The FIVB President 

was awarded the FIVB Grand Cross by 
the FIVB Board of Administration for his 
outstanding service to volleyball and its 
global growth.

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° said:

“I have dedicated my life to our beloved 
sport, both as a player, and then leading 
the Brazilian Volleyball Confederation, 

South American Volleyball Confederation 
and now the FIVB. Volleyball is my passion 
and I want to see the sport reach its full 
potential. We are in a place now where 
my vision for the sport is being realised, 
thanks to the strong foundations we have 
built since my election in 2012. And I am 
very excited to see volleyball grow stronger 
and stronger all around the world in the 
months and years ahead!”

The FIVB Grand Cross was also awarded 
to FIVB Vice-President Aleksandar Boričić, 
President of the European Volleyball 
Confederation (CEV) and a longstanding 
leader of volleyball in Europe and globally, 
for his dedication to the FIVB and the 
Board.

The FIVB Board of Administration also 
awarded the President of Polsat Television, 
Zygmunt Solorz, with the FIVB Grand 
Cross in recognition of his support to 
volleyball’s development in Poland and 
beyond. Meanwhile, Polish volleyball 
legend Tomasz Wojtowicz, an Olympic 
Champion in 1976 with Poland, was 
awarded the FIVB Great Silver Cross for 
his contribution to volleyball.

Read more

FIVB 
PRESIDENT 
AWARDED 
FIVB 
GRAND 
CROSS AT 
WORLD 
CONGRESS

The FIVB President 
and CEV President 
were both awarded 

the FIVB Grand 
Cross awards

38TH FIVB WORLD 
CONGRESS 
CONCLUDES WITH 
STRONG MESSAGE 
OF UNITY FROM 
FIVB PRESIDENT

The 38th FIVB World Congress concluded 
with a strong message of unity from FIVB 
President Dr Ary S. Graça F° as he again 
urged National Federations to work with 
the FIVB and plan the development of the 
sport in their countries.

In what was a fitting end to the first in-
person World Congress since the 2018 

edition in Cancun, Mexico, the FIVB 
President highlighted the even brighter 
future ahead for the sport, thanks to the 
unity of the Volleyball Family.

“So again, dear National Federations, thank 
you for your unwavering commitment to 
volleyball, thank you for your support. 
It is my great honour to serve as your 

President. It is the strong, united spirit of 
the global Volleyball Family that inspires 
me to work harder and harder, to make 
volleyball stronger, to make you stronger, 
and to keep supporting and empowering 
you,” said FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F°

Read more

A strong message of 
unity concluded the 

FIVB Congress

https://www.fivb.com/en/congress2022/news/fivb-president-awarded-fivb-grand-cross-at?id=100199
https://www.fivb.com/en/congress2022/news/38th-fivb-world-congress-concludes-with-strong?id=100200
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FIVB MEETINGS

FIVB PRESIDENT APPLAUDS SUCCESSFUL FIVB COMMISSION AND COUNCIL MEETINGS

In January and February 2022, the various 
FIVB Commissions and the Volleyball 
Council held productive and fruitful 
meetings focused on the development of 
the sport for the players, fans and global 
Volleyball Family.

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° attended 
every Commission and Council meeting in 
Lausanne, Switzerland and participated in 

discussions to ensure the FIVB’s vision to 
develop the sport worldwide guided the 
work of the various bodies. 

“In addition to the annual FIVB 
Commission and Council meetings, these 
bodies are working tirelessly throughout 
the year and meeting in working groups for 
the benefit of the sport. These meetings 
also served as an opportunity for me 

to personally update the dedicated 
members of our Commissions on the 
FIVB’s groundbreaking partnership with 
CVC Capital Partners and the subsequent 
launch of Volleyball World,” the FIVB 
President said.

Read more

FIVB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS TO DISCUSS UNITED APPROACH TO
VOLLEYBALL’S DEVELOPMENT

The FIVB Executive Committee, led by 
FIVB President Dr Ary S Graça F°, met in 
a hybrid in-person and virtual format to 
discuss the importance of the FIVB, the 
Continental Confederations and National 
Federations taking a united approach to 
enhance the development of volleyball 
and beach volleyball worldwide.

Opening the meeting, the FIVB President 
said:

“We need to make sure we are moving 
in one direction. If we are on a boat, but 
everyone is rowing in different directions, 
we will only go in circles and never move 
anywhere. We must remember that, 

together, we are worth much more than 
the sum of our parts. So we should take 
advantage of this and work together 
to ensure great results that benefit our 
beloved sport.”

Read more

The FIVB Executive Committee met at the FIVB Headquarters in Lausanne

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-applauds-successful-fivb-commission-and?id=96807
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-executive-committee-meets-to-discuss-united?id=96832
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FIVB FINANCE COMMISSION MEETS VIA 
VIDEOCONFERENCE

The FIVB Finance Commission met in the 
summer of 2022 via videoconference, 
with FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F°, 
Commission President Essa Hamza Al 
Failakawi and Secretary of the Commission 
Habu Gumel joining from the FIVB 
Headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland.

“It is critical for us to continue to follow 
the principles of good governance, 
accountability and transparency day 
by day. As you know, last year the FIVB 
announced a groundbreaking partnership 
with CVC Capital Partners and launched 
Volleyball World. The revenues from it 
will be used for the global development 
of volleyball through our revolutionary 
programme of Volleyball Empowerment,” 
said the FIVB President.

Discussions at the FIVB Board of 
Administration meeting focused on key 
topics such as the 2022 event calendar, 
Olympic Games Paris 2024 and FIVB 
Commission proposals, among others.

“The Board of Administration held an 
extremely productive meeting over the 
past few days, with discussions focused 
on a united approach to ensuring an 
even brighter future for our beloved sport 
through professionalism, hard work and 
teamwork,” said the FIVB President.

“All of sport has faced significant 
challenges over the past few years, and 
never before have we seen how strong 
foundations, innovation and unity are 
needed to ensure that sport can flourish. 
This is the mentality that I want the global 
Volleyball Family to continue to embrace 
moving forward so that, together, we can 
ensure a lasting legacy for volleyball and 
beach volleyball.”

Read more

Read more

FIVB PRESIDENT OPENS BOARD OF
ADMINISTRATION MEETING

The FIVB Board of Administration met in Lausanne 

FIVB MEETINGS

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-board-of-administration-meeting-concludes-with?id=96835
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-finance-commission-meets-via-videoconference?id=98135
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NATIONAL FEDERATION VISITS

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° joined 
the Bulgarian Volleyball Federation, which 
is led by legendary former Bulgarian 
volleyball player Lubomir Ganev, to 
participate in the “100 years of Volleyball 
in Bulgaria” Gala, alongside State 
President Rumen Radev.

The prominent guests included the 
FIVB 2nd Executive Vice-President and 
CEV President Aleksandar Boričić and 
FIVB General Director Fabio Azevedo.  
There were also ministers in attendance 
and many high-ranking officials from 
the European and Bulgarian Volleyball 
Families.

The FIVB President commented:

“Both the men’s and women’s national 
volleyball teams of Bulgaria have won 
many medals at the major European and 
international tournaments, including a 
silver medal in the men’s tournament and 
bronze medal in the women’s event at the 
Olympic Games Moscow 1980.

“Bulgaria also has very strong hosting 
credentials, having staged a number of 
top volleyball events. We all remember a 
highly successful FIVB Men’s Volleyball 
World Championship 2018, co-hosted by 
Bulgaria and Italy. Three Bulgarian cities 
– Ruse, Varna and Sofia – welcomed 
some of the best volleyball men’s teams, 
with loyal and passionate fans cheering 
them on in the packed venues.”

FIVB PRESIDENT ATTENDS “100 YEARS OF VOLLEYBALL 
IN BULGARIA” GALA ALONGSIDE STATE PRESIDENT 
RUMEN RADEV

Read more
From left to right: Bulgaria State President Rumen Radev, FIVB President Ary Graça, Bulgarian Volleyball 
Federation President Lubomir Ganev, FIVB 2nd Executive Vice-President and CEV President Aleksandar Boričić

A variety of National Federation leaders 
were welcomed by FIVB President Dr 
Ary S Graça F° to the FIVB Headquarters 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, including the 
newly elected President of the Polish 
Volleyball Federation (PZPS), Sebastian 
Świderski.

“It was a pleasure to welcome Sebastian 
Świderski to the FIVB Headquarters 
for the very first time. As we are both 
former volleyball players and now high-
level volleyball leaders, we had a lot to 
discuss, including the preparations for the 
upcoming FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship 2022. I am sure that with 
the new PZPS President onboard, the 
Polish Volleyball Federation will continue 
to grow and promote our beloved sport 
around the country and beyond,” said the 
FIVB President.

Read more

FIVB PRESIDENT 
WELCOMES 
POLISH 
VOLLEYBALL 
FEDERATION 
PRESIDENT 
TO FIVB 
HEADQUARTERS

FIVB President with 
the President of the 

Polish Volleyball 
Federation, Sebastian 

Świderski

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-attends-%E2%80%9C100-years-of-volleyball?id=100252
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-welcomes-polish-volleyball-federation-president?id=96789
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FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS PRESIDENT OF THE VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION OF MALDIVES

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS THE 
PERUVIAN VOLLEYBALL 
FEDERATION PRESIDENT IN 
LAUSANNE

The FIVB President welcomed Volleyball 
Association of Maldives President 
Mohamed Raneysh to the Château Les 
Tourelles in 2022 to discuss the latest 
beach volleyball developments in the 
country.

The meeting followed the FIVB President’s 
visit to the Maldives last year where he 
held fruitful discussions with high-level 

government members, including the 
President of the Republic of Maldives His 
Excellency Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, and 
sports officials, on the development of 
beach volleyball in the country. One of the 
outcomes of this visit was the addition of 
the first-ever beach volleyball event in the 
Maldives to the inaugural Volleyball World 
Beach Pro Tour calendar.

“As I said last year, the Maldives and beach 
volleyball are the perfect fit. I have no 
doubt that, with the support of the FIVB’s 
team of professionals, the country’s first-
ever international beach volleyball event 
will be a huge success,” the FIVB President 
stated.

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° met 
with the President of the Peruvian 
Volleyball Federation Gino Vegas Urrutia 
to discuss the development of volleyball 
in the country and the goals of its new 
leadership.

“Peru has a good tradition of volleyball, 
and we are eager to work with the National 
Federation and its new leadership to boost 
the development of our beloved sport 
there. We talked in detail about the various 
ways in which the FIVB can support 
the National Federation in developing 

strong national teams. Our discussions 
also focused on the FIVB’s revolutionary 
programme of Volleyball Empowerment 
and how it could help the Peruvian 
Volleyball Federation to achieve its goals in 
the sport,” the FIVB President said.

Read more

Read more

NATIONAL FEDERATION VISITS

The FIVB President with Volleyball Association of Maldives President Mohamed Raneysh

The FIVB President with Peruvian 
Volleyball Federation President 

Gino Vegas Urrutia and CSV 
President Marco Tullio Teixeira

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-president-of-the-volleyball?id=96792
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-the-peruvian-volleyball-federation?id=96802
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The FIVB President met with the 
President of the Philippine National 
Volleyball Federation (PNVF), Ramon 
Suzara, in Lausanne. 

During the meeting, Ramon Suzara 
updated the FIVB President about the 
recent changes within the sport in the 
Philippines and the preparations for the 
first-ever VNL pools, which were held 
successfully later in the year.

Additionally, they discussed the 12-month 
coaching support project provided to the 
PNVF by the FIVB and the progress made 
so far. As part of the project, the FIVB 
appointed Jorge Edson Souza de Brito, a 
Brazilian volleyball Olympic gold medallist 
at the Olympic Games Barcelona 1992, 
as Head Coach to help players maximise 
their potential.

After the meeting, FIVB President Dr Ary 
S. Graça F° said:

“I am delighted to receive several 
positive updates about the development 
of volleyball in the Philippines with a 
special focus on the national team. The 
most important being that the Philippine 
National Volleyball Federation is now 
working for the benefit of athletes and 
the volleyball community in the country. 
I am excited to see the progress of this 
development and the impact of FIVB 
coaching support in the next months. I 
also believe that the Philippines, which 
will host the VNL pools in 2022 for the 
first time ever, will be an excellent host.”

Among the guests welcomed to the 
FIVB Headquarters during the course 
of 2022 was Michel Everaert, an FIVB 
Board of Administration member and 
Secretary General of the Dutch Volleyball 
Federation (NEVOBO). Former NEVOBO 
Technical Director Joop Alberda, a 
renowned volleyball coach who led the 
Netherlands men’s national volleyball 
team to Olympic gold at Atlanta 1996, 
also joined the meeting to discuss 
the then upcoming 38th FIVB World 
Congress and FIVB Volleyball Women’s 
World Championship.

“The Netherlands is renowned for its 
hosting credentials, having previously 
hosted a number of key volleyball events, 
including the Olympic Qualification 
Tournament and VNL pools. We were able 
to talk about some innovative ideas that 
we can implement at upcoming events for 
the benefit of our athletes and fans,” said 
the FIVB President.

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS PHILIPPINE NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 
FEDERATION PRESIDENT

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS 
DELEGATION FROM 
NETHERLANDS TO 
DISCUSS PREPARATIONS 
FOR FIVB WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP AND FIVB 
WORLD CONGRESS

Read more

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° 
welcomed Amadou Seye, President of the 
Volleyball Federation of Senegal, to the 
FIVB Headquarters to discuss potential 
event hosting opportunities and the FIVB 
coaching support that has been provided 
to help Senegal develop a strong and 
competitive youth beach volleyball team.

“At today’s meeting we were able to 
discuss the recent developments in beach 

volleyball in Senegal, particularly as the 
FIVB-appointed coach has already been 
working there for six months. We also 
discussed some beach volleyball hosting 
opportunities for Senegal as the country 
prepares to host the Youth Olympic 
Games Dakar 2026,” said the FIVB 
President. 

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS WITH VOLLEYBALL FEDERATION 
OF SENEGAL PRESIDENT

Read more

The FIVB President with Philippine National Volleyball Federation (PNVF) President Ramon Suzara

NATIONAL FEDERATION VISITS

Read more

The FIVB President with Volleyball Federation of 
Senegal President Amadou Seye

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-philippine-national-volleyball-federation?id=96797
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-with-volleyball-federation-of?id=96842
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-delegation-from-netherlands-to?id=96801
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FIVB President Dr Ary S Graça F° met 
the Republic of Chad’s head of state 
and President of the Transitional Military 
Council, Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno, during 
a visit to the country.

The FIVB President was invited to visit 
the country by Volleyball Federation of 
Chad President Idriss Dokony. Joining 
him at the meeting were FIVB Executive 
Vice-President and African Volleyball 
Confederation (CAVB) President Bouchra 
Hajij, FIVB Executive Vice-President 
Habu Ahmed Gumel and the President 
of the Association of National Olympic 
Committees of Africa (ANOCA), Mustapha 
Berraf.

During the meeting, the FIVB President 
confirmed his commitment to supporting 
the Volleyball Federation of Chad with 
equipment and coaching, and reiterated 
his dedication to the development of 
volleyball in Africa.

The FIVB President also received the 
Officer rank of the National Order of 
Chad from the President of the country, 
the highest Chadian honorary decoration 
that rewards personal merit and eminent 
service rendered to the nation.
 
The FIVB President also met with 
members of the Volleyball Federation of 
Chad. During the meeting, he explained 
the best practices for managing a National 

Federation, including professionalisation, 
good governance and transparency. He 
also discussed the best ways to identify 
and develop talent to ensure a strong 
national team, and encouraged the Board 
members to continue working to help 
volleyball become a key sport in Chad in 
the future.
 
During his visit to the Republic of Chad, 
the FIVB President also visited the Lycée 
Félix Eboué, the oldest school in Chad’s 
capital and met with the students who 
play volleyball.  

FIVB President Dr Ary S Graça F° said:

“It was a pleasure to visit Chad and meet 
the head of state as well as my colleagues 
in African sports and volleyball. I am 
committed to supporting Chad and all 
the other National Federations in Africa 
through equipment and coaching support 
to help grow our beloved sport on the 
continent.”

The FIVB President with students of the Lycée Félix Eboué

While in the country, the FIVB President 
also met with members of the Volleyball 
Federation of Chad

NATIONAL FEDERATION VISITS

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS REPUBLIC OF CHAD PRESIDENT 
MAHAMAT IDRISS DEBY ITNO 

FIVB President Dr Ary S Graça F° received the Officer rank of the National Order of Chad from the President 
of the Republic of Chad Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-republic-of-chad-president?id=98074
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FIVB PRESIDENT: WORKING TOGETHER WE CAN BUILD A LASTING LEGACY FOR 
VOLLEYBALL IN ITALY AND AROUND THE WORLD

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS PHLIPPINE 
NATIONAL FEDERATION PRESIDENT 
DURING VNL POOLS

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° 
addressed the Italian Volleyball Federation 
(FIPAV) Board of Administration, chaired 
by FIPAV President Giuseppe Manfredi. 
Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) 
President Giovanni Malagò, European 
Volleyball Federation (CEV) President 
Aleksandar Boričić and Senior Vice-
President Renato Arena joined the 
meeting.

The meeting was held in the FIPAV 
Headquarters in Rome, Italy during 
the FIVB Beach Volleyball World 
Championships 2022. 

“Italy has an amazing history and tradition 
both in volleyball and beach volleyball. 
With strong national teams across both 
disciplines, passionate fanbases and 
great hosting credentials, your country 

and your National Federation are among 
the strongest partners of the FIVB. We 
all remember very well the latest events 
hosted across Italy, including the VNL 
2021, the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship 2018, the Beach Volleyball 
World Tour Finals and now the Beach 
Volleyball World Championships. All the 
top events have been here in Italy,” the 
FIVB President said. 

The FIVB President met with the Philippine National Volleyball 
Federation (PNVF) President Ramon Suzara and members of its 
Board, during the VNL pool. He also joined a press conference 
with local Filipino media to discuss the country’s potential and its 
national teams, as well as his overall vision for the sport in Asia. 

Following various meetings, the FIVB President attended the 
VNL 2022 match between Japan and Italy, where he also had 
an opportunity to meet the Philippines’ national volleyball and 
beach volleyball male and female players.  

“I really enjoyed attending the incredible, five-set volleyball 
match between Japan and Italy, and talking to the Philippines’ 
national team players about our vision for the sport in the 
country and Asia. I am truly committed to work together to 
build a plan to boost the development of our sport here in the 
Philippines as well as in the Asian Volleyball Confederation,” said 
the FIVB President.

Read more

FIVB President with (from left to right) European Volleyball Confederation President Aleksandar Boričić, Italian Olympic Committee President Giovanni Malagò and Italian 
Volleyball Federation President Giuseppe Manfredi

NATIONAL FEDERATION VISITS

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-working-together-we-can-build?id=98164
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-members-of-the-asian?id=98247
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CONTINENTAL CONFEDERATION VISITS

ASIAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION (AVC)

FIVB AND VOLLEYBALL 
WORLD SIGN HISTORIC 
PARTNERSHIP WITH 
ASIAN VOLLEYBALL 
CONFEDERATION

In 2022, the FIVB and Volleyball 
World signed a landmark agreement 
with the AVC to explore and enhance 
the commercial potential of senior 
international volleyball and beach 
volleyball events in Asia, as well as 
focusing on the growth of the sport and 
empowerment of National Federations, 
events and athletes.

Under the nine-year deal, which will run 
from 2024-2032, Volleyball World will 
look to maximise the commercial potential 
of AVC senior international events to 
secure the growth of the sport and its 
sustainability in Asia to serve millions 
of fans across the entire region. This 

includes, but is not limited to, the men’s 
and women’s AVC Asian Continental 
Championships, AVC Asian Club 
Continental Championships, AVC Asian 
Beach Volleyball Championships and AVC 
Asian Cup.

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° said:
“We are delighted to announce this 
landmark, three-party partnership 
between the FIVB, Volleyball World 
and the AVC. We will work hand in 
hand to secure the financial stability 
and sustainability of the Continental 
Confederation, while providing the 
opportunities and resources to further 
boost the sport in Asia.

“Volleyball has a longstanding and 
successful history in Asia but now, under 
the leadership of AVC President Rita 
Subowo and with the approval of the 
AVC Board of Administration, we have an 
opportunity to enter a new and brighter 
chapter for our sport.”

The partnership will see Volleyball World 
directly invest into the AVC for commercial 
rights, while the FIVB will increase its 
investment into the AVC’s 65 National 
Federations through the revolutionary 
Volleyball Empowerment programme, 
which is aimed at the development of 
national teams around the world.

Read more

The FIVB President signed 
a landmark agreement with 
Asian Volleyball Confederation 
President Rita Subowo in the 
Philippines

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS WITH ASIAN VOLLEYBALL FAMILY 
IN THE PHILIPPINES

The FIVB President with the Asian Volleyball Family

Read more

as there is a huge appetite for volleyball 
and a passionate fanbase. During the VNL 
2022 here in the Philippines, we have 
seen packed stadiums with fans coming 
to cheer for the Asian national volleyball 
teams,” said the FIVB President.

“The FIVB is here to provide further 
development support for volleyball in 
Asia. Since 2017, we have approved 146 
projects in Asia with a total investment 
of over CHF 3 million. This is in addition 
to supporting the Zonal Associations. Of 
course, we have been aligned on these 
projects with the AVC President, Rita 
Subowo, and these projects have already 
delivered great results.”

The meeting was also attended by AVC 
President Rita Subowo and AVC Secretary 
General Kiattipong Radchatagriengkai. 
Four AVC Zonal Volleyball Association 
Presidents were also present – Central, 
Oceania, Southeastern and Western 
– together with the leadership of the 
National Federations of Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand.

FIVB President Dr Ary S Graça F° met with 
several AVC National Federations and 
Zonal Associations in the Philippines as the 
country held a VNL pool.

“Asia is a very important partner for the 
FIVB and an excellent market for our sport 

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-and-volleyball-world-sign-historic-partnership?id=98249
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-with-asian-volleyball-family?id=98185
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AFRICAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION (CAVB)

FIVB PRESIDENT: “I AM COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING AFRICA AND ITS 
NATIONAL FEDERATIONS!”

The FIVB President with the CAVB Board of Administration chaired by CAVB President Bouchra Hajij

As 2022 got underway, FIVB President 
Dr Ary S. Graça F° joined a CAVB Board 
of Administration meeting in Rabat, 
Morocco, where he delivered an opening 
speech on the importance of developing 
national teams to attract sponsors and 
create role models for future generations 
of players and fans.

“Let me remind you that the total 
amount invested in Africa since 2008 
is more than USD 22 million, via the 
Confederation and directly to the National 
Federations, and this shows how serious 
we are about volleyball in Africa,” said the 
FIVB President.

“Since 2017, the FIVB approved 159 
development projects in Africa. This is 33 
per cent of the 480 projects approved 
around the world. So you can see we 
are here to support Africa! But we need 
you, as well as the National Federations, 
National Olympic Committees and local 
governments, to commit too. Together as 
a team we can achieve much more.”

He also expressed his strong belief in the 
potential of beach volleyball in Africa, 
especially with more events being staged 
in the continent, which can serve as a 
platform to showcase the talent of Africa’s 
beach volleyball players to local fans and 
people around the world.

The FIVB President also addressed the 
CAVB Executive Committee during its 
meeting and shared his passion for the 
development of volleyball in Africa and 
his belief in the continent’s potential in 
and talent for the sport.

“Africa has huge potential in regard to 
volleyball and beach volleyball. The best 
way for us to achieve good results here is 
to work hard. Of course, there is so much 
talent and we need to believe that we can 
achieve great results here in Africa. And 
we at the FIVB have the resources and 
programmes to help achieve these results. 
I want to see African national teams on 
the podium at our events, so we have to 
put all of our efforts into the development 
of national teams.”

During his visit to Rabat, the FIVB 
President also met with various 
representatives and leaders from 
the Zonal Associations and National 
Federations of Africa.

The FIVB President took time to listen 
to members of the Volleyball Family in 
Africa and discuss how to best work 
together and combine efforts to boost the 
development of volleyball in the continent 
under the leadership of the new CAVB 
President, Bouchra Hajij.

“It is a great pleasure for me to be 
here in Morocco for the whole week to 
participate in the inauguration of the 
CAVB Headquarters, and CAVB Executive 
Committee and Board of Administration 
meetings. However, most importantly, 
this week is a key opportunity to listen 
to the Volleyball Family here in Africa 
and work together to build a plan to 
boost the development of sport here in 
this beautiful continent,” said the FIVB 
President.

Read more

Read more Read more

The FIVB President also addressed the CAVB 
Executive Committee meeting when in Morocco

The FIVB President held individual meetings 
with the leaders of the Zonal Associations and 
National Federations of Africa (in photo: meeting 
with Kenya Volleyball Federation President 
Waithaka Kioni)

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-%E2%80%9Ci-am-committed-to-supporting?id=96818
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-attends-cavb-executive-committee-meeting?id=96816
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-with-african-volleyball-family?id=96809
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AFRICAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION (CAVB)

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° 
also participated in the inauguration 
ceremony of the CAVB Headquarters 
in Rabat, Morocco, together with CAVB 
President Bouchra Hajij and several other 
distinguished guests, sports leaders and 
media.

Alongside Morocco’s Minister of National 
Education, Preschool and Sports 
Chakib Benmoussa, the FIVB President 
officially opened the new Headquarters 
in a symbolic ribbon-cutting ceremony.  

Also in attendance were members of 
the CAVB Executive Committee and 
Board of Administration, and ANOCA 1st 
Vice-President Joao Da Costa Alegre, in 
addition to representatives of Morocco’s 
National Olympic Committee, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Diplomatic Missions.

“Today is a great day for volleyball in 
Africa. Today we are opening the new 
Headquarters of the African Volleyball 
Confederation. Under the leadership of 
President Bouchra Hajij, I am sure that 

the future of volleyball in Africa will be 
bright! I hope that today’s inauguration of 
the CAVB Headquarters will be a symbol 
of a new chapter in the history of African 
volleyball. A chapter that we can write 
together with you. I am sure that volleyball 
will be a big sport here in Africa. So let’s 
work hard for this,” the FIVB President 
said.

FIVB PRESIDENT PARTICIPATES IN CAVB HEADQUARTERS INAUGURATION

Read more

The FIVB President, together with Morocco’s Minister of National Education, Preschool and Sports, Chakib Benmoussa, officially opened the new headquarters in a 
symbolic ribbon-cutting ceremony

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-participates-in-cavb-headquarters-inauguration?id=96812
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CONTINENTAL CONFEDERATION VISITS

EUROPEAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION (CEV)

FIVB PRESIDENT ADDRESSES CEV BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça 
F° addressed the CEV Board of 
Administration prior to the CEV 
Champions League Super Finals in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia and shared the latest 
developments within the FIVB, while 
encouraging his European colleagues to 
continue working together for the benefit 
of the sport and the global Volleyball 
Family.

In his speech, the FIVB President 
highlighted the FIVB’s commitment to 
reinvesting the money that comes from the 
sport back into the sport. He also detailed 
the support provided to the National 
Federation of Europe, stating:

“Since 2017, we have approved 110 
projects for the 56 National Federations 
in Europe, with a total investment of 

over CHF 3 million. This is in addition to 
supporting Zonal Associations. These 110 
projects are part of a total of 521 projects 
around the world approved since 2017, 
with a total investment of more than CHF 
11 million.”  

Read more

The FIVB President with the CEV Board of Administration

The FIVB President joined the Volleyball 
Family at the CEV Volleyball Gala in 
Brussels to celebrate the continent’s latest 
achievements and biggest volleyball stars.

Discussing the event, FIVB President Dr 
Ary S. Graça F° said:

“It is always a great pleasure to join the 
European volleyball family in celebrating 
the greatest achievements of volleyball 
and beach volleyball in Europe under 
the strong leadership of CEV President 
Aleksandar Boričić. I am very proud to see 
how European volleyball has grown over 
the past few years and I look forward to us 
achieving new milestones together in the 
months and years ahead.”

FIVB PRESIDENT JOINS CEV VOLLEYBALL GALA

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° with the European Volleyball Family at the CEV Gala Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-addresses-cev-board-of-administration?id=97935
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-joins-cev-volleyball-gala?id=100183
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SOUTH AMERICAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION (CSV)

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° 
attended the South American Volleyball 
Confederation (CSV) Congress on 13 April 
2022.

The Congress took place in Belo 
Horizonte and welcomed representatives 
of the 12 National Federations affiliated 
with the CSV who gathered to discuss 
the development of the sport in South 
America, under the leadership of CSV 
President Marco Tullio Teixeira. FIVB 
President Dr Ary S. Graça F° and FIVB 
General Director Fabio Azevedo also held 
individual meetings with the President of 
each CSV affiliated National Federation.

During his speech, the FIVB President 
provided an update on the FIVB’s 
groundbreaking partnership with CVC 
Capital Partners and the subsequent 
launch of Volleyball World. This topic, 
alongside Volleyball Empowerment, was 
also presented to the CSV Congress by 
FIVB General Director Fabio Azevedo.

“Already, the FIVB has worked together 
with Volleyball World to push the sport to 
a whole new level. We did not forget the 
spirit of sport: we have only followed its 
evolution and modernised it. This is clear 
to see in this year’s launch of the Beach 
Pro Tour, which is proving to be a game-
changer for beach volleyball with the 

highest level of TV production and sports 
presentation like no other,” said FIVB 
President Dr Ary S. Graça F°.

He concluded his speech with a call for 
continued unity and teamwork for the 
benefit of the sport, stating:

“Now it is important for us to continue our 
great work by working closely together. 
Because by working as one united 
family, we can build a lasting legacy for 
volleyball. So, let’s make sure that the next 
chapter of volleyball’s history around the 
world and here in South America is the 
greatest chapter of all!”

FIVB PRESIDENT ADDRESSES SOUTH AMERICAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION 
CONGRESS 

Read more

The FIVB President with the South American Volleyball Family

CONTINENTAL CONFEDERATION VISITS

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-addresses-south-american-volleyball-confederation?id=96883
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NORTH, CENTRAL AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN VOLLEYBALL CONFEDERATION (NORCECA)

The FIVB President joined the NORCECA 
Virtual Congress 2022, which was led 
by NORCECA President Cristóbal Marte 
Hoffiz. 

He shared the latest developments within 
the FIVB, including the groundbreaking 
partnership between the FIVB and 
CVC Capital Partners, the Volleyball 
Empowerment programme and the latest 
updates to annual volleyball and beach 
volleyball events.

“We support all 33 National Federations 
and 2 regional members of the North, 
Central and Caribbean Volleyball 
Confederation. Since 2017, we have 
approved 71 projects from 35 countries: 

57 coach support projects, 9 volleyball 
equipment projects and 5 knowledge 
transfer programmes. These totalled 
over USD 2 million of support,” the FIVB 
President said.

“And we have seen Volleyball 
Empowerment bringing incredible results 
in NORCECA and beyond, including 
the success stories of Canada and 
Mexico. But Volleyball Empowerment 
is about empowering all volleyball 
nations, regardless of their size and 
volleyball level. In particular, 18 National 
Federations of island nations were 
provided with coach support including, 
Anguilla, Antigua, Aruba, the Bahamas, 
Barbados, Cayman Islands, Dutch Antilles, 

Haiti, Jamaica, Martinique, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Virgin Islands, 
Bermuda, Montserrat, St Kitts, St Lucia 
and St Vincent. And the FIVB hired over 
30 coaches for NORCECA’s National 
Federations, of which 15 were for island 
nations.”

The XXVI NORCECA Virtual Congress 
2022 was also addressed by the IOC 
member, President of the Dominican 
Republic Olympic Committee and 
President of the Central American and 
Caribbean Sports Organization, Luis Mejia 
Oviedo.  

FIVB PRESIDENT ADDRESSES XXVI NORCECA VIRTUAL CONGRESS 2022

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-addresses-xxvi-norceca-virtual-congress?id=100184
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OTHER

FIVB PRESIDENT ATTENDS PRESENTATION OF LEGA 
PALLAVOLO SERIE A 2022/2023 SEASON

The FIVB President with (from left to right) Italian Volleyball Federation President Giuseppe Manfredi, President 
and CEO of the Serie A Volleyball League Dr Massimo Righi and FIVB General Director Fabio Azevedo

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° joined 
Dr Massimo Righi, the President and CEO 
of the Serie A Volleyball League, for the 
league’s presentation of the season and 
calendars 2022/2023 in Bologna, Italy 
during the Men’s VNL Finals. 

The distinguished guests at the event 
included the Italian Volleyball Federation 
(FIPAV) President Giuseppe Manfredi and 
Bologna City Council President Roberta 
Li Calzi, along with the Presidents of 
participating clubs. FIVB General Director 
Fabio Azevedo and Volleyball World Chief 
Business Officer Guido Betti also joined 
the presentation.

Read more

FIVB PRESIDENT DISCUSSES VOLLEYBALL’S 
DEVELOPMENT WITH MOROCCAN MINISTER OF 
NATIONAL EDUCATION, PRESCHOOL AND SPORTS

The FIVB President with Morocco’s Minister of National Education, Preschool and Sports, Chakib Benmoussa Read more

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° met 
with Morocco’s Minister of National 
Education, Preschool and Sports, Chakib 
Benmoussa, to discuss opportunities for 
the development of volleyball in Morocco 
and across Africa.

The FIVB President was accompanied at 
the meeting by CAVB President Bouchra 
Hajij and FIVB General Director Fabio 
Azevedo, among others.

During the meeting, the FIVB President 
said:

“I fully agree with the Minister that 
education and sport should go hand 
in hand. I am here in Africa to support 
this beautiful continent and provide 
opportunities to the National Federations 
here. It is very important to develop 
national teams and create idols to inspire 
children and connect them with our sport. 
I am sure that under the leadership of 
Bouchra Hajij, African volleyball will go to 
the next level.

“We are also here to offer several 
opportunities to Morocco via Volleyball 
Empowerment and development support 
projects. We look forward to working 
together with the sports leadership in the 
country to explore potential programmes 
for our collaboration both via improving 
the level of the national teams and 
providing more hosting opportunities to 
Morocco.”

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-attends-presentation-of-lega-pallavolo?id=98910
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-discusses-volleyball%E2%80%99s-development-with-moroccan?id=96810
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VNL 2022

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° praised 
the great organisation of the VNL Finals 
in Ankara, Türkiye after attending the 
exciting quarter-final action, which 
took place in a packed arena with over 
11,000 spectators cheering for the home 
team. The home nation’s match was also 
attended by Türkiye’s Minister of Youth 
and Sport Muharrem Kasapoğlu, who was 
pleased to welcome the FIVB President to 
the country.

“The Türkiye Volleyball Federation did 
an excellent job of hosting the VNL 
Finals and it was incredible to see such a 
passionate and loyal fanbase. Volleyball 
is so popular that fan zones with giant 
screens were organised in many cities, 
including Ankara, Istanbul and Antalya, 
to give local fans an opportunity to watch 
the sport and cheer for their idols,” said 
the FIVB President.

During a match-free day in Ankara, the 
FIVB President took the opportunity to 
visit the Türkiye Volleyball Federation’s 
office and facilities, and discuss the 
potential of volleyball in the country with 
its President, Akif Üstündağ. The two 
leaders also explored Türkiye’s ambition 
to boost the development of men’s 
volleyball, in addition to beach volleyball 
and snow volleyball national teams.

FIVB PRESIDENT PRAISES TÜRKIYE’S EXCELLENT ORGANISATION OF VNL FINALS

Read more

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° with the national volleyball team of Türkiye ahead of the VNL Finals

The FIVB President with (from left to right) FIVB 2nd Executive Vice-President and CEV President Aleksandar Boričić, Türkiye’s Minister of Youth and Sport Mr Muharrem 
Kasapoğlu and Türkiye Volleyball Federation President Akif Üstündağ

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-praises-t%C3%BCrkiye%E2%80%99s-excellent-organisation-of?id=98620
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ITALY SWEEP BRAZIL TO TRIUMPH AS FIRST-TIME WOMEN’S VNL CHAMPIONS

Italy won its first women’s VNL title in 2022, sweeping aside the 
reigning European champions, Brazil, in straight sets. This left 
Brazil with its first consecutive VNL silver. 

Serbia, meanwhile, made its first-ever VNL podium after 
winning the bronze medal match, also in straight sets. It was a 
heartbreaking end to a home VNL Finals for Türkiye who lost out 
to a very strong Serbian side.

Read more

FRANCE WIN SPECTACULAR FINAL TO SNATCH HISTORIC 
MEN’S VNL GOLD

France, the reigning Olympic champions, 
also became reigning VNL champions in 
2022, winning its first-ever VNL title in a 
spectacular five-setter against the USA. 

Bronze went to Poland, who shut out hosts 
Italy in straight sets in Bologna to earn its 
third VNL podium in a row. 

Read more

VOLLEYBALL

VNL 2022

https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/vnl-2022/news/womens-vnl-medal-matches
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/vnl-2022/news/poland-claim-third-consecutive-vnl-medal
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FIVB VOLLEYBALL MEN’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 2022

FANTASTIC ITALY REGAINS 
WORLD TITLE AFTER 24 
YEARS

Italy’s 24-year wait for its fourth world 
title came to an end at the FIVB Volleyball 
Men’s World Championship 2022, which 
was co-hosted by Poland and Slovenia.

The Italian team downed defending 
champions Poland 3-1 in the gold 
medal match. Brazil claimed bronze by 
overcoming Slovenia 3-1 to take its place 
on the podium for the sixth straight time at 
a World Championship.

Read more

FIVB PRESIDENT 
DISCUSSES FIVB 
VOLLEYBALL MEN’S 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
2022 WITH KATOWICE 
CITY MAYOR 

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° met with 
the Mayor of the City of Katowice, Marcin 
Krupa, after the city successfully organised 
the pools of the FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
World Championship 2022, co-hosted by 
Slovenia, and prior to the semi-finals and 
finals that were staged in the city.  

Throughout the tournament, an amazing 
celebration of volleyball was brought to the 
people of Katowice.

“I am delighted with the organisation of the 
FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship 
here in Katowice and would like to 
congratulate the Mayor and his team, as 
well as the Polish Volleyball Federation, 
for working closely with the FIVB and 
Volleyball World to bring this huge event to 
Poland’s incredible volleyball fans.

“What I can see in the venue here in 
Katowice is truly remarkable. The fans 

enjoy the matches and passionately cheer 
for their national team. I am sure that the 
atmosphere during the semi-finals and 
finals will be even more electrifying,” said 
the FIVB President.

Read more

The FIVB President with 
the Mayor of the City of 
Katowice, Marcin Krupa

https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/men-world-championship-2022/news/fantastic-italy-regain-world-title-after-24-years
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-discusses-fivb-volleyball-men%E2%80%99s-world?id=100175
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FIVB VOLLEYBALL MEN’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 2022

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WATCHED BY MILLIONS

The viewing figures for the 20th edition 
of the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship showcased volleyball’s 
huge worldwide popularity, with millions 
across the globe enjoying the action.

In Italy, RAI 1 and Sky Sports recorded 
outstanding audience figures, which saw a 
peak of four million viewers witnessing the 
Italian team’s enthralling 3-1 victory over 
co-hosts Poland in the final in Katowice – 
a total market share of 25 per cent.

The whole Championship was screened 
through broadcast partnerships covering 
90 territories around the world, while 
Volleyball World TV, Volleyball World’s 

OTT platform, saw over 600,000 
unique viewers watch 38.8 million 
minutes of action during the course of 
the competition. Furthermore, video 
content posted on the Volleyball World 
YouTube channel during the event period, 
which included extended highlights of 
each match and the Quick Set show, was 
viewed 17.5 million times.

The Championship also generated huge 
interest on social media, with over 40 
million fans reached across Volleyball 
World’s Facebook and Instagram accounts 
between 26 August and 12 September. 
This led to over 1.5 million engagements.

On the Volleyball World Twitter account 
for the same period, almost 12 million 
impressions were recorded on the posted 
content, with 645,000 engagements.

“The huge numbers generated by the 
event on digital channels and TV clearly 
demonstrate the event’s potential and 
popularity, not only in the top volleyball 
nations but also across many countries 
all over the world. We look forward 
to building on these successes with 
upcoming events this season,” said the 
FIVB President.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/men%E2%80%99s-volleyball-world-championship-watched-by-millions?id=100187
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FIVB VOLLEYBALL WOMEN’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 2022

RECENTLY CROWNED WOMEN’S WORLD CHAMPIONS HOSTED BY REPUBLIC 
OF SERBIA PRESIDENT

Back-to-back winners of the FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship, the Serbia women’s national volleyball team, 
were hosted by Republic of Serbia President Aleksandar Vučić 
in celebration of their victory at the most recent edition of the 
prestigious tournament.

The event followed Serbia’s 3-0 win over Brazil in Apeldoorn, the 
Netherlands, to claim World Championship gold for the second 
edition in a row.

Read more

 Serbia’s women’s national volleyball team with the President of the Republic of Serbia Aleksandar Vučić

SERBIA SWEEPS BRAZIL AND RETAINS WORLD TITLE
Serbia successfully defended its world 
championship title at the 2022 FIVB 
Volleyball Women’s World Championship, 
held in both the Netherlands and Poland. 
The Serbians went undefeated in their 
12-match campaign and toppled Brazil 
3-0 to claim gold once again. 

Meanwhile, reigning VNL and European 
champions Italy dominated the Tokyo 
2020 champions, the USA, in straight sets 
to take bronze.

Read more

Packed venue for the final of the Women’s 
World Championship

https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/women-worldchampionship-2022/news/recently-crowned-women-s-world-champions-hosted-by-republic-of-serbia-president
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/women-worldchampionship-2022/news/serbia-sweep-brazil-and-retain-world-title
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MOST-WATCHED BEACH VOLLEYBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN HISTORY

2022 saw the FIVB Beach Volleyball 
World Championships break records with 
16 million fans around the world wowed 
by content on Volleyball World’s digital 
platforms during the Beach Volleyball 
World Championships in Rome, Italy. 

The records did not stop there either. 
Across Volleyball World TV and owned 
social media channels, 25 million 
impressions were recorded from 9 million 
unique viewers – an all-time high for 
beach volleyball’s flagship event.

It also saw the biggest broadcast coverage 
in Beach Volleyball World Championship 
history with 17 live broadcasters beaming 
the action on the sand around the globe, 
including SRF, Rai, CBC, ESPN and ARD/
NDR.

Read more

FIVB ATHLETES’ 
COMMISSION ATTENDS 
FIVB BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
IN ROME

The FIVB President joined members of the 
FIVB Athletes’ Commission, who gathered 
at the FIVB Beach Volleyball World 
Championships.

The Commission used the opportunity 
to hold a number of informal meetings 
with participating players as part of 
its commitment to working with, and 
representing the voice of, the athletes.  

Read more

The FIVB President met the FIVB Athletes’ Commission in Rome, Italy

BEACH VOLLEYBALL

FIVB BEACH VOLLEYBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/beach-volleyball-world-championships-rome-2022/news/most-watched-beach-volleyball-world-championships-in-history
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-athletes%E2%80%99-commission-attends-fivb-beach-volleyball?id=98179
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BRAZIL RESPONDS TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
MEDAL DROUGHT

Brazil ended its medal drought in emphatic 
style at the Beach Volleyball World 
Championships with Ana Patricia and 
Duda topping the podium in the women’s 
edition, and Renato Lima and Vitor Felipe 
taking silver.  

Prior to this summer, Brazil had gone 
three consecutive major tournaments 
– the 2019 Beach Volleyball World 
Championships, the Olympic Games Tokyo 
2020 and the 2021 World Tour Finals – 
without a single team, male or female, on 
the podium.

Read more

UNSTOPPABLE MOL AND SORUM LIFT WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS TROPHY

Anders Mol and Christian Sorum were on 
a mission at the Beach Volleyball World 
Championships Rome 2022.

After winning nearly every title they 
possibly could over the last four years, the 
Norwegians made the trip to Italy looking 
for the missing item in their trophy cabinet. 
And they got it on Sunday, when they 
stepped on to the top of the podium at the 
Foto Italico.

Read more

BEACH VOLLEYBALL

FIVB BEACH VOLLEYBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/beach-volleyball-world-championships-rome-2022/news/brazil-responds-to-world-championship-medal-drought-fueled-by-belief
https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/beach-volleyball-world-championships-rome-2022/news/unstoppable-mol-and-sorum-lift-world-championships-trophy


32

PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITY REPORT 2022

OLYMPIC MOVEMENT

FIVB PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF GLOBAL VOLLEYBALL 
FAMILY APPOINTED TO IOC COMMISSIONS FOR 2022

The IOC announced the composition of 
its Commissions, with FIVB President Dr 
Ary S. Graça F° and other members of 
the Volleyball Family being appointed to 
important roles.

The FIVB President was reappointed to the 
Revenue and Commercial Partnerships 
Commission, previously known as the 
Marketing Commission. He brings a 
wealth of experience and expertise to the 
Commission, having led the FIVB through 
its landmark partnership with CVC Capital 
Partners and the launch of Volleyball 

World, the commercial arm for the sport 
around the globe.

CAVB President Bouchra Hajij was also 
reappointed to the Culture and Olympic 
Heritage Commission. In addition, former 
volleyball player, Olympic silver medallist 
(Los Angeles 1984) and IOC Member 
Bernard Rajzman was appointed to 
the Olympic Programme Commission, 
alongside fellow volleyball Olympian Yuko 
Arakida who won gold at Montreal 1976.  

Read more

The FIVB President with International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach 

FIVB PRESIDENT MEETS 
PRESIDENT OF PHILIPPINE 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

FIVB President with the President of the Philippine 
Olympic Committee Abraham “Bambol” Tolentino

FIVB President Dr Ary S. Graça F° met with 
Philippine Olympic Committee President 
Abraham “Bambol” Tolentino and his team 
to share the latest innovations within the 
FIVB and opportunities for volleyball in the 
Philippines.

The FIVB President praised the Philippines 
for successfully hosting two pools of the 
VNL 2022, and the incredible passion 
and loyalty of the local fans who packed 
the stadium to cheer for some of the best 
teams in the world.

The FIVB President also met with 
Indonesian Ambassador to the Philippines 
Agus Widjojo and discussed the potential 
of the sport in Asia and Indonesia, as well 
as the support available from the FIVB to 
all 65 Asian National Federations to ensure 
the growth and development of their 
national teams.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-and-members-of-global-volleyball?id=100257
https://www.fivb.com/en/about/news/fivb-president-meets-president-of-philippine-olympic?id=98257
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PRESIDENT ARY GRAÇA’S MESSAGE: LOOKING FORWARD TO 2023

2023 is shaping up to be a very exciting year for 
our sport. We have the opportunity to build on our 
recent successes on multiple fronts.

The event calendar will again be filled with 
phenomenal volleyball action and we will not have 
to wait long to see our amazing athletes in action 
once again. From 26 to 29 January, the debut 
season of the Volleyball World Beach Pro Tour 
will reach its climax at the Beach Pro Tour Finals 
in Doha, Qatar. Ten of the world’s top duos will 
compete in this prestigious event for medals and 
beach volleyball glory. 

The VNL will return next year with six weeks of 
sporting excellence. Year on year, we have cities 
lining up to host the very best of volleyball, and 
2023 is no exception. A fantastic line-up of host 
cities has already been announced with venues in 
Asia, Europe, North America and South America.

We will also move closer to the Olympic Games Paris 
2024. Six direct qualification spots will be available 
at the Olympic Qualification Tournament scheduled 
for 16 - 24 September 2023 and 30 September - 8 
October 2023 for the men’s and women’s edition 
respectively. No doubt the competition will be fierce! 

In the latter half of 2023, from 6 to 15 October, 
three cities in Mexico – Tlaxcala, Huamantla and 
Apizaco – will host the FIVB Beach Volleyball 
World Championships for the first time in the 
country’s history. With 48 teams per gender in the 

running to lift the title, the 2023 edition takes on 
extra significance with the winners guaranteeing 
their nation a place at Paris 2024.

Of course, our efforts to elevate the sport to even 
higher levels through the Volleyball Empowerment 
programme will not slow down. I can guarantee that 
we will open the programme very early in the new 
year for all 222 of our National Federations to apply 
for support.  

Over the past decade, I have taught you all how to 
fish so that you have the tools and knowledge to 
take our sport to the next level in your respective 
country. So, please start thinking about your 
project now and work hard to ensure it will bring 
the maximum impact to your national team’s 
programmes. And remember, we are always here 
to help. 

I hope to see many of you in the new year as we 
dream even bigger for the benefit of our sport, 
athletes and fans. 

In the meantime, I hope you are able to relax and 
recharge over the festive period, ready for another 
busy year for the global Volleyball Family.

Yours in sport,

FIVB President
Dr Ary S. Graça F°

VOLLEYBALL TO BE ELEVATED EVEN HIGHER IN 2023
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