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THE GLOBAL  
VOLLEYBALL MOVEMENT

Welcome to the sixth edition of Empowering the Global 
Volleyball Movement! If you missed the previous volumes, 
you can find them here.

What a busy but exciting few months for the Global 
Volleyball Movement. This summer, we saw volleyball fever 
across the world for the second-ever World Volleyball Day, 
with millions of people getting involved in celebrations 
across the globe. 

Both the men’s and women’s editions of the VNL (Volleyball 
Nations League) were a roaring success - huge crowds, 

exhilarating action and world-class competition. Beyond 
elite action, efforts continue across the world to empower 
the entire volleyball ecosystem and make the sport more 
accessible, understandable and affordable.

None of that happens by accident. It takes people pulling 
in the same direction. The FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 is 
showing up in stadiums, on screens and in communities 
discovering volleyball for the first time. That’s what Together 
as One really means: a Global Volleyball Movement, built 
by many hands.

EDITION 6 / MAY  TO AUGUST 2026  

A news report outlining the work of the FIVB in growing the sport of volleyball
and empowering its community worldwide.

WORLD VOLLEYBALL DAY

Fans around the world celebrate 
volleyball their way on World 
Volleyball Day 2026 
The second-ever World Volleyball Day on 7 July 2026 
belonged to the fans. One year after the Global Volleyball 
Movement made history with the inaugural celebration – 
reaching more than 280 million people across social media 
– volleyball lovers of all ages, on every continent, returned 
to make the day even bigger, sharing the sport through their 
own eyes under this year’s theme: #VolleyballYourWay.

The invitation was simple: show the world where you play, 
who you play with and what volleyball means to you. And 
fans delivered, everywhere. From casual beach rallies in 
Australia and the Pacific to pick-up games in parks across 
Europe, from school playgrounds in Asia and Africa to 
community courts across the Americas, timelines around 
the world filled with the moments that make volleyball 
special – proof that all it takes is a ball, some space and 
the desire to play.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/inside-fivb/fivb/president/
https://www.fivb.com/fans-around-the-world-celebrate-volleyball-their-way-on-world-volleyball-day-2026/
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FIVB friends and stakeholders 
take World Volleyball Day to new 
heights in second edition 
One year after volleyball communities made history 
with the inaugural World Volleyball Day, the second-
ever edition on 7 July 2026 saw the sport’s global family 
return in even greater numbers – and once again, it 
was the actions and contributions of FIVB’s friends and 
stakeholders around the world that helped to give the 
day its extraordinary reach and impact.

The Global Volleyball Movement including National 
Federations, Continental Confederations and Zonal 
Associations, partners and sponsors, embraced this 
year’s theme, #VolleyballYourWay, celebrating the 
sport in every form, in every corner of the globe.

Read more

Volleyball House marks World 
Volleyball Day with community 
celebration
Volleyball House opened its doors to the local 
community on World Volleyball Day, 7 July, bringing 
together Olympians, schoolchildren and volleyball fans 
for an afternoon of play in Lausanne.

French Olympians Téo Rotar and Arnaud Gauthier-Rat 
joined Latvian Olympians Tina Graudiņa and Anastasija 
Samoilova on court with children from local schools, 
local volleyball groups, and FIVB and Volleyball World 
staff to celebrate the global day dedicated to the sport.

Read more

FIVB reaches top tier (A1) in ASOIF 
Governance Review

Read more

The FIVB has reached the top tier of governance in 
world sport, earning Group A1 status in the Sixth Review 
of International Federation Governance published 
this week by the Association of Summer Olympic 
International Federations (ASOIF).

Good governance is a stated pillar of the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032. Its pledge of “Good Governance State of 
the Art” puts transparency, accountability and strong 
institutional leadership at the centre of the FIVB’s plans 
to grow the sport, and the results of the governance 
review today showcase this work.

IOC/OLYMPIC MOVEMENT COLLABORATIONS

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-friends-and-stakeholders-take-world-volleyball-day-to-new-heights-in-second-edition/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-house-marks-world-volleyball-day-with-community-celebration/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-reaches-top-tier-a1-in-asoif-governance-review/
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For every Olympic volleyball or beach volleyball player, 
there was a first volley.

A first serve, a first pass, a first session filled with equal 
parts excitement and uncertainty. Long before athletes 
reach the world’s biggest stage, they face the same 
questions as anyone trying something new: Can I do 
this?

That is why this year’s Olympic Day theme, Let’s Move, 
resonates so strongly across the Global Volleyball 
Movement. Its message – You Can Do This – reminds 
people that they do not need to be perfect to begin. 
Feeling uncertain is part of every journey. What matters 
is taking that first step.

Read more

Olympic Day 2026: Every great 
Volleyball journey starts with a first 
volley

FIVB and ITTF leadership meet to 
explore deeper collaboration as 
Olympic visions align    
Two Olympic sports were united at Volleyball House on 
Olympic Day, as leaders of the FIVB and the International 
Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) met to discuss potential 
areas of collaboration, continuing a dialogue between 
two of the world’s most popular Olympic sports. 

The conversation centred on shared ambitions and the 
natural overlap between the two federations’ strategic 
outlooks. The FIVB is pursuing its Strategic Vision 2032 
under the motto “Together as One”, where it aims to 
make volleyball more accessible, understandable and 
affordable, and which includes its goal of doubling 
volleyball’s 800-million-strong global fanbase. The 
ITTF, meanwhile, has anchored its modernisation drive 
around the principles of people, planet and prosperity. 
This framework ensures the sport balances social well-
being, environmental responsibility and economic 
growth to remain accessible for future generations. 

Read more

A coach. A young boy. A video of the Seoul 1988 Olympic 
Games. That’s where Abhijit Bhattacharya’s journey began. 
In Birmingham, England, it came full circle as the former 
captain of the Indian men’s national volleyball team and 
pioneering grassroots leader received the IOC Gender 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (GEDI) Champions Global 
Award from IOC President Kirsty Coventry at the IWG on 
Women and Sport Global Summit.

One of the Olympic Movement’s highest distinctions 
for advancing gender equality, the award recognises 
Bhattacharya’s work using volleyball to drive lasting social 
change across rural Assam.

As founder of the Assam Volleyball Mission 100 and the 
Brahmaputra Volleyball League (BVL), Bhattacharya has 
built one of the world’s largest community-based grassroots 
volleyball programmes. Supported by the FIVB Volleyball 
Foundation, the initiative today reaches more than 12,000 Read more

Abhijit Bhattacharya receives IOC Gender Equality Champions Award for 
transforming communities through volleyball

children across 400 village teams – with girls and 
boys given equal opportunities to play, compete and 
grow through the sport.

https://www.fivb.com/olympic-day-2026-every-great-volleyball-journey-starts-with-a-first-volley/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-ittf-leadership-meet-to-explore-deeper-collaboration-as-olympic-visions-align/
https://www.fivb.com/abhijit-bhattacharya-receives-ioc-gender-equality-champions-award-for-transforming-communities-through-volleyball/
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Read more

Volleyball’s leadership in women’s 
sport demonstrated at IWG Global 
Summit
Volleyball’s position as a global sports leader in gender 
equality was in the spotlight at the International Working 
Group (IWG) on Women and Sport Global Summit, as 
FIVB President Fabio Azevedo joined an influential panel 
discussing the future of investment in women’s sport.

Speaking on the panel The Business of Women’s 
Sport, moderated by Aston Villa Women FC Managing 
Director Maggie Murphy, Azevedo was joined by 
Amanda Staveley, CEO of PCP Capital Partners, Stacey 
Reherman, Head of Sports Marketing at Procter & 
Gamble (P&G), and Sally Horrox, Chief of Women’s 
Rugby at World Rugby. Together, the panel explored 
what is driving the rapid growth of women’s sport, the 
uneven pace of investment across different markets and 
where the greatest opportunities for future growth lie.

China charts exciting future for 
volleyball as one of the most 
popular sports in the country 
during meeting with Minister Gao 
Zhidan 
China is already a global volleyball powerhouse. Its 
strong teams, iconic athletes and passionate supporters 
have inspired generations, while cities across the 
country have repeatedly welcomed the Global Volleyball 
Movement for some of its biggest events. 

Now, the focus is on what comes next. Against the 
backdrop of the world’s best teams competing at the 
VNL (Volleyball Nations League) Men’s Finals 2026, Gao 
Zhidan, President of the Chinese Olympic Committee 
(COC) and Minister of the General Administration of 
Sport of China (GASC), met with a delegation from the 
FIVB and Volleyball World in Ningbo.  

Discussions centred on working together to develop a 
roadmap for the sport’s continued growth. This included 
new opportunities for mass participation and for hosting 
top level volleyball events, such as the VNL and a future 
Volleyball World Cup.  

Read more

Beach volleyball will be part of the 
expanded Olympic Q-Series in 
2028
Following the opening stop of Q-series in Tokyo from 4 
to 7 May 2028, beach volleyball will have its debut in 
Shanghai from 11 to 14 May, before moving to Montreal 
from 1 to 4 June and Orlando from 8 to 11 June. The 
winning team of each stop will obtain one quota place 
for their countries to the LA28 Olympic Games.

Read more Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyballs-leadership-in-womens-sport-demonstrated-at-iwg-global-summit/
https://www.fivb.com/china-charts-exciting-future-for-volleyball-as-one-of-the-most-popular-sports-in-the-country/
https://www.fivb.com/beach-volleyball-included-in-expanded-olympic-q-series-for-la28-qualification/
https://www.fivb.com/beach-volleyball-set-for-three-olympic-q-series-stops-as-sports-programme-is-announced/
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Created in 2017 to ensure National Federations have 
access to the resources, expertise and support needed 
to unlock their full potential, the FIVB Volleyball 
Empowerment programme has become one of the most 
transformative development initiatives in world sport.

As a cornerstone of the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032, 
the programme reflects the FIVB’s commitment to 
strengthening volleyball at every level, helping National 
Federations build sustainable high-performance 
pathways, develop coaches, enhance technical 
expertise and provide athletes with the environment to 
train and develop.

That commitment has continued into 2026, with 95 
projects approved across 55 National Federations 
during the programme’s first application window (1 
January-31 March), representing nearly a quarter of all 
National Federations worldwide.

The latest approvals represent an investment of more 
than USD 1.9 million.

Read more

VOLLEYBALL EMPOWERMENT SUPPORT 

FIVB Volleyball Empowerment continues to drive global development with 
95 new projects approved

Read more

FIVB Beach Volleyball World 
Championships Adelaide 2025 
and Volleyball South Australia 
recognised for powerful 
community and sustainability 
legacy

The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships 
Adelaide 2025 and Volleyball South Australia jointly 
received the Community Impact Award at the 2026 
Sport SA South Australian Sport Awards, recognising the 
event’s powerful legacy across sustainability, inclusion 
and community engagement. 

Across the Global Volleyball Movement, there is a 
shared belief that volleyball has the power to do more 
than inspire on the court. It can bring people together, 
strengthen communities, protect the places where 
the sport is played and help shape a more sustainable 
future. 

SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION 

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-empowerment-continues-to-drive-global-development-with-95-new-projects-approved/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-beach-volleyball-world-championships-adelaide-2025-and-volleyball-south-australia-recognised-for-powerful-community-and-sustainability-legacy/
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STRENGTHENING AND EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL VOLLEYBALL 
MOVEMENT THROUGH COLLABORATIONS

FIVB strengthens ties with Algeria 
in push toward Strategic Vision 
2032   
The FIVB reinforced its commitment to growing 
volleyball across Africa with a high-level meeting 
with the Algerian Volleyball Federation (AVF), bringing 
together key figures from both continental and global 
volleyball leadership.

The meeting, attended by AVF President Mohand 
Tamadartaza and African Volleyball Confederation 
(CAVB) President Bouchra Hajij, centred on continuing 
the alignment of the AVF with the FIVB’s ambitious 
Strategic Vision 2032 – a roadmap designed to elevate 
volleyball in every corner of the world.

The Art of Giving: volleyball joins a 
movement built on kindness    
The Art of Giving returns for its 13th edition in 2026, 
continuing a global initiative that began in 2013. Built 
around the importance of kindness in all its forms, the 
project once again invited participation worldwide. The 
FIVB is proud to be part of it. 

Read more

Read more

FIVB welcomes long-standing 
partners KIIT and KISS to 
Volleyball House
The FIVB welcomed representatives of India’s Kalinga 
Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) and Kalinga 
Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) – their Founder 
Dr. Achyuta Samanta and Director Dr Varun Suthra, 
to Volleyball House. The meeting was the latest step 
in a partnership that continues to drive the growth of 
volleyball in India.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-strengthens-ties-with-algeria-in-push-toward-strategic-vision-2032/
https://www.fivb.com/the-art-of-giving-volleyball-joins-a-movement-built-on-kindness/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-welcomes-long-standing-partners-kiit-and-kiss-to-volleyball-house/
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Uzbekistan’s volleyball ambitions 
take centre stage in FIVB talks 
The FIVB and the Uzbekistan Volleyball Federation met 
today to discuss a far-reaching partnership, one built 
on a country whose volleyball programme has been 
climbing fast and is aiming higher still.

Front and centre of discussions was the prospect 
of an FIVB International Centre of Excellence (ICoE) 
in Uzbekistan, in line with the FIVB’s new ICoE 
Framework. Designed to open the doors of high-
performance training environments to National 
Federations worldwide, it creates a unified network 
where knowledge, expertise and opportunity can be 
shared more widely than ever before. Potentially based 
in Tashkent, the hub in Uzbekistan could serve not 
only local athletes but neighbouring nations across the 
region. This sits alongside the federation’s ambition to 
open a national Volleyball Academy.

Read more

Japan Volleyball Association visits 
Volleyball House as a historic 
partnership moves forward   
The FIVB warmly welcomed a distinguished delegation 
from the Japan Volleyball Association (JVA) to Volleyball 
House – the first visit by the JVA since the new FIVB 
leadership was elected, and a powerful signal of the ever-
deepening partnership between the two organisations.

The visit opened on a congratulatory note, with the FIVB 
applauding Japan on the outstanding performances of 
its national teams at the 2026 VNL (Volleyball Nations 
League) – the latest chapter in a story that has firmly 
established Japan as one of the true powerhouses in the 
sport. With millions of fans and its rich history, Japan plays 
an important role in the Global Volleyball Movement, and 
both organisations reaffirmed their shared commitment 
to bringing their relationship even closer.

Read more

A Gerflor delegation led by North America CEO 
Benjamin Bachman joined key figures from across the 
United States volleyball community at Volleyball House, 
including delegates from League One Volleyball (LOVB) 
and the Big Ten Conference, for what proved to be an 
engaging and wide-ranging set of discussions.

The timing made the conversations all the more 
meaningful. With the USA and Canada set to co-
host the 2027 FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championships, and the Olympic Games coming to Los 
Angeles in 2028, North America is entering one of the 
most exciting periods in its volleyball history – and the 
energy in the room reflected that.

Read more

Gerflor and USA delegation 
visits Volleyball House as Global 
Volleyball Movement builds 
towards a spectacular LA28   

https://www.fivb.com/uzbekistans-volleyball-ambitions-take-centre-stage-in-fivb-talks/
https://www.fivb.com/japan-volleyball-association-visits-volleyball-house-as-a-historic-partnership-moves-forward/
https://www.fivb.com/gerflor-and-usa-delegation-visits-volleyball-house-as-global-volleyball-movement-builds-towards-a-spectacular-la28/
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FIVB COMMISSION MEETING

FIVB BOARD MEETINGS

FIVB Finance Commission backs 
volleyball’s growth with strong 
financial foundations
The FIVB Volleyball Foundation held its Board meeting 
in December 2025. 

Discussions focused on the activities of the past year, 
which was a year of impact. The Foundation expanded 
its support to five board-approved projects, reaching 
over 13,800 volleyball players across five countries, 
engaging 444 volunteers and total grants for the 
year amounting to over CHF 220,000. Systems for 
measuring impact were put in place and a roadmap for 
fundraising readiness was developed.

Volleyball strengthens its place 
among the world’s leading sports 
as FIVB Board advances Strategic 
Vision 2032
 
The FIVB Executive Committee and Board of 
Administration meetings took place at Volleyball House 
in Lausanne in May, bringing together leaders from 
across the Global Volleyball Movement to shape the 
next phase of the sport’s growth around the world.

Guided by the ambitions of the FIVB Strategic Vision 
2032, discussions throughout the meetings focused on 
one clear objective: making volleyball more accessible, 
understandable and affordable for people everywhere.

Volleyball’s global momentum 
gathers pace as FIVB Board of 
Administration shapes next phase 
of growth 
 
The FIVB Board of Administration met online in August 
to build on the incredible momentum of global volleyball 
following the VNL 2026, advance key priorities and 
shape the next phase of the sport’s growth towards 
2032.

With Strategic Vision 2032 providing the roadmap, the 
Global Volleyball Movement continues to move towards 
of its ambition of growing from 800 million to 1.6 billion 
people connected to the sport.  

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://volleyballfoundation.com/fivb-volleyball-foundation-board-meeting-recaps-a-year-of-growth-and-impact/ 
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-strengthens-its-place-among-the-worlds-leading-sports-as-fivb-board-advances-strategic-vision-2032/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyballs-global-momentum-gathers-pace-as-fivb-board-of-administration-shapes-next-phase-of-growth/
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THRIVING FIVB ECOSYSTEM 

VNL 2026 to Introduce Remote 
Video Challenge System Hub 
The VNL introduced a remote Video Challenge System 
(VCS) hub for the 2026 edition, marking a significant 
step forward in the evolution of international volleyball 
operations and event delivery.

Delivered by Volleyball World in collaboration with VCS 
provider Bolt6, the new model replaced the fully on-
site officiating structure previously used across VNL 
events. The initiative has been designed to enhance 
operational efficiency, support a more scalable and 
sustainable approach to competition delivery, while 
maintaining the high officiating standards expected at 
elite international events.

Read more

Read more

Indian volleyball moves forward 
with purpose and momentum 
The FIVB-IOA Steering Committee for Indian volleyball 
spent time across New Delhi and Ahmedabad (Gujarat), 
meeting government representatives, coaches, selection 
panels and state sports bodies. It was the Steering 
Committee’s first major visit to India since assuming 
administrative competence, and the message coming 
out of it was clear: volleyball in India is leveraging its 
potential.

2026 inductees and award 
recipients announced 
The International Volleyball Hall of Fame (IVHF) 
announced its 2026 induction class, with the official 
ceremony scheduled for October 17 in Holyoke, Mass., 
USA, the Birthplace of Volleyball. This prestigious group 
of nine legends, representing eight distinct disciplines 
within the sport, has been selected for their history-
making contributions, standard-setting excellence as 
global icons on the field of play and significant impact off 
the court. In addition, four special award honourees will 
also be recongised for their contributions to the sport.

Read more

Twenty-two zones, one movement: 
Inside the FIVB Zonal Association 
Presidents’ Seminar
 
Some of volleyball’s biggest moments happen on the 
court. But also key to the growth of the sport worldwide 
are the people who help to build it.

Many of those people came together. The FIVB hosted 
its 2026 Zonal Association Presidents’ Seminar online, 
bringing together the leaders of all 22 FIVB Zonal 
Associations alongside the Continental Confederation 
Presidents of CAVB and NORCECA, Bouchra Hajij 
and Cristóbal Marte Hoffiz. On the agenda: how to 
strengthen governance, deepen collaboration, and 
push volleyball further in every corner of the world.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-nations-league-2026-to-introduce-remote-video-challenge-system-hub/
https://www.fivb.com/indian-volleyball-moves-forward-with-purpose-and-momentum/
https://www.fivb.com/2026-inductees-and-award-recipients-announced/
https://www.fivb.com/twenty-two-zones-one-movement-inside-the-fivb-zonal-association-presidents-seminar/
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FIVB female coach initiative makes 
powerful start at VNL 2026
When the VNL 2026 got underway, the world’s top 
women’s national teams returned to the court for an 
opening week packed with incredible action. 

But on the benches, another important story was also 
taking shape.

Across the opening week of the women’s VNL 2026, 
13 of the 18 participating teams registered at least 
one female coach among their team staff. It marked 
a powerful early impact for the FIVB’s female coach 
initiative. Approved by the FIVB Board of Administration 
in 2025, it aims to encourage all women’s national 
teams competing in the VNL to include at least one 
female coach from 2026 onwards.

The objective is simple. More women in coaching. More 
women visible across the game. More opportunities for 
female coaches to gain experience at the highest level 
of international volleyball.

Alanya opens its doors to the 
Global Volleyball Movement, 
joining the FIVB’s network of 
International Centres of Excellence
 
Few places have risen through the beach volleyball 
world as quickly as Alanya. The Türkiye coastal city has 
spent years building courts, hosting global competition 
stops and hosting teams to its beautiful shores, and this 
week that work progressed even further. The Alanya 
International Beach Sports Centre has been formally 
recognised as an FIVB ICoE  for Beach Volleyball, under 
the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 and the FIVB’s newly 
launched global ICoE Framework.

The designation was sealed through a landmark MoU, 
signed by Mayor of Alanya Osman Tarık Özçelik, Alanya 
Tourism Promotion Foundation (ALTAV) President 
Abdurrahman Açıkalın, Turkish Volleyball Federation 
(TVF) Vice President Alper Sedat Aslandaş, and FIVB 
Head of Empowerment and NF Relations Hitesh 
Malhotra.

Read more

Read more

FIVB Coaches Courses reach 
more women coaches across four 
continents    
FIVB Coaches Courses continued to connect coaches 
with learning opportunities around the world in May, 
with courses in Palestine, Bolivia, Albania, Kiribati and 
Barbados highlighting the growing involvement of 
women in coach education.

Spanning four Continental Confederations and both 
volleyball disciplines, the six courses reflected the 
continued commitment to strengthening coaching 
knowledge and supporting the development of 
volleyball and beach volleyball worldwide.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/major-boost-to-global-volleyball-development-as-fivb-international-centres-of-excellence-framework-launches/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-female-coach-initiative-makes-powerful-start-at-vnl-2026/
https://www.fivb.com/alanya-opens-its-doors-to-the-global-volleyball-movement-joining-the-fivbs-network-of-international-centres-of-excellence/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-coaches-courses-reach-more-women-coaches-across-four-continents/
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Land of volleyball: Asia charts 
exciting future at 26th AVC General 
Assembly in Bangkok
Asian volleyball is entering an exciting new chapter. 
Already home to more than half of the sport’s global 
fanbase, the continent continues to expand its reach, 
strengthen its National Federations and create new 
opportunities for athletes to compete and succeed on 
the continental and world stage. 

That momentum, and the huge opportunity still ahead, 
provided the backdrop as leaders from across Asia 
gathered in Bangkok, Thailand, for the 26th Asian 
Volleyball Confederation (AVC) General Assembly on 8 
August. 

Read more

Vision 2032 – the FIVB received six applications 
from National Federations seeking support to train 
at recognised Centres, and all six were approved. 
For indoor volleyball, three applications from two 
National Federations were approved across three 
different Centres, supported by USD 18,000. In beach 
volleyball, a further three applications from two National 
Federations were approved across two Centres, 
supported by USD 6,000 – bringing the total funding 
committed in this first window to USD 24,000.

These results show that the Framework is doing exactly 
what it was designed to do: connecting National 
Federations with high-quality training environments 
around the world and creating a unified network where 
knowledge, expertise and opportunity can be shared 
more widely than ever before.

The FIVB’s ICoE programme has completed its first 
application window, and 100% of the applications 
submitted have been approved.

During the April application window, the first since the 
global ICoE Framework launched under the FIVB Strategic 

Read more

Every application approved as FIVB’s first ICoE funding window provides 
more opportunities to National Federations  

Inaugural AVC Gala Awards 
handed out at glamours ceremony 
in Bangkok 
The first AVC Gala Awards were presented at a 
glamorous ceremony held in Bangkok during the 26th 
Asian Volleyball Confederation General Assembly.

The AVC launched the AVC Gala 2026 as a landmark 
celebration designed to honour athletes and 
coaches, who delivered exceptional performances 
throughout the 2025 AVC season. Created with the 
mission of celebrating Asian volleyball excellence, the 
inaugural AVC Gala recognised the individuals whose 
achievements, dedication and contributions have 
helped elevate the sport across the continent. Fans 
from across Asia were also able to take part in the 
selection process through public voting.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/land-of-volleyball-asia-charts-exciting-future-at-26th-avc-general-assembly-in-bangkok/
https://www.fivb.com/empowerment-development/centres-of-excellence/icoe-recognition-framework/
https://www.fivb.com/every-application-approved-as-fivbs-first-icoe-funding-window-provides-more-opportunities-to-national-federations/
https://www.fivb.com/inaugural-avc-gala-awards-handed-out-at-glamourous-ceremony-in-bangkok/
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Canada joins the FIVB’s global 
network of International Centres of 
Excellence as Toronto earns ICoE 
status   
You do not need a coastline to build a beach volleyball 
power. Canada has proven as much, assembling one 
of the world’s most reliable programmes in a country 
more known for its winters than its sand. The key? To 
bring the beach indoors. This approach now carries 
the FIVB’s endorsement, with Volleyball Canada’s 
Beach High-Performance Centre at Downsview Park 
in Toronto named an FIVB ICoE for Beach Volleyball, 
recognised under the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 and 
the FIVB’s newly launched global ICoE Framework.

Qatar’s beach volleyball success 
powers new FIVB International 
Centre of Excellence in Doha
Qatar’s remarkable rise in international beach volleyball is 
set to create new opportunities for athletes and coaches 
from around the world, following the establishment of a 
new FIVB ICoE for Beach Volleyball in Doha. 

The FIVB and Qatar Volleyball Association signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) establishing the 
ICoE at the Al Gharafa Beach Volleyball Training Centre. 
The partnership brings Doha into the FIVB’s growing 
global network of ICoEs, opening its high-performance 
beach volleyball environment to National Federations 
and athletes from across the Middle East, Asia and 
beyond.  

Read more

Read more

FIVB Volleyball Foundation Board 
approves five new projects and 
expands global reach        
On 6 May 2026, the FIVB Volleyball Foundation 
gathered for a Board meeting that signalled an exciting 
progression for the organisation. Presided over for the 
first time by President HRH Princess Ayah Bint Faisal, 
the meeting demonstrated how the Foundation is 
expanding its reach, deepening its impact and setting 
its sights firmly on the future. What was clear is that 
more people from more countries will have the chance 
to experience the joy and positive impact of volleyball.

Read more

FIVB VOLLEYBALL FOUNDATION UPDATES

AVC silent auction turns generosity 
into opportunity through volleyball       
The power of volleyball to create opportunities far 
beyond the court was celebrated in Bangkok, Thailand, 
as the Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC) hosted a 
special silent auction in support of the FIVB Volleyball 
Foundation and the AVC Solidarity Fund.

Held alongside the 26th AVC General Assembly in 
Bangkok, the auction brought together members of the 
Global Volleyball Movement behind a shared commitment 
to shaping a greater world through volleyball.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/major-boost-to-global-volleyball-development-as-fivb-international-centres-of-excellence-framework-launches/
https://www.fivb.com/canada-joins-the-fivbs-global-network-of-international-centres-of-excellence-as-toronto-earns-icoe-status/
https://www.fivb.com/qatars-beach-volleyball-success-powers-new-fivb-international-centre-of-excellence-in-doha/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-foundation-board-approves-five-new-projects-and-expands-global-reach/
https://volleyballfoundation.com/avc-silent-auction-turns-generosity-into-opportunity-through-volleyball/
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Volleyball World and Firstrade 
launch first Play by Firstrade at 
VNL, connecting every rally to 
community impact        
Volleyball World and Firstrade, a leading commission-
free online brokerage, announced the launch of First 
Play by Firstrade, a new fan engagement initiative that 
transforms on-court action during matches into direct 
investment in volleyball communities worldwide.

As part of the initiative, every rally played during selected 
Women’s VNL matches contributed towards the VNL 
Legacy Court programme. The longer the rally, the 
greater the contribution, turning the energy and global 
reach of the VNL into spaces where local communities 
can play, connect and grow through volleyball.

Read more

VOLLEYBALL WORLD UPDATES

Volleyball World and AVC extend 
landmark partnership until 2052        
Volleyball World, the commercial arm of the FIVB, and 
the AVC announced a landmark extension of their 
commercial partnership, securing one of volleyball’s 
longest-term collaborations and extending Volleyball 
World’s role as the AVC’s exclusive commercial partner 
through to 2052.

The agreement extends the landmark partnership first 
signed in 2022. It reflects the significant progress 
achieved over the past three years as Volleyball World 
and the AVC have worked together to strengthen the 
commercial foundations of volleyball across Asia.

Read more

FIVB Volleyball Foundation marks 
two years of global impact       
Two years in, the FIVB Volleyball Foundation has moved 
well beyond its founding promise. What began in May 
2024, as a commitment to using volleyball as a vehicle 
for social change has grown into a global network of 
projects touching thousands of lives.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-world-and-firstrade-launch-first-play-by-firstrade-at-vnl-connecting-every-rally-to-community-impact/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-world-and-asian-volleyball-confederation-extend-landmark-partnership-until-2052/
https://volleyballfoundation.com/fivb-volleyball-foundation-marks-two-years-of-global-impact/
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Women’s VNL (Volleyball Nations League) 2026  

Turkiye triump as VNL champions 
after win over Brazil, Italy take 
bronze       
Turkiye triumphed in the Women’s VNL 2026 to lift 
the trophy for the second time in the history of the 
competition, after their first title in 2023, while Brazil 
were once again stopped just short and had to settle for 
their fifth silver. Bronze went to Italy, adding to the three 
gold medals already in their collection.

Read more

MAJOR EVENTS 

Men’s VNL (Volleyball Nations League) 2026  

Poland outlast USA to defend VNL 
title, Slovenia take first ever bronze  
Poland defended the men’s Volleyball Nations League 
crown, lifting the trophy for the third time, after 2023 
and 2025.  Victory for Poland came after a thrillling 
five-set showdown in Ningbo Beilun, China, leaving the 
USA with their fourth silver in four VNL Finals played. 
Slovenia completed the podium with bronze, the 
country’s first-ever Men’s VNL medal. 

Read more Read more

https://www.fivb.com/turkiye-triumph-as-vnl-champions-melissa-vargas-mvp/
https://www.fivb.com/poland-defend-vnl-title-outlasting-usa-in-spectacular-five-set-final/
https://www.fivb.com/slovenias-first-vnl-medal-underlines-steady-rise-under-volleyball-empowerment/
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VNL athletes and students take part 
in International Volleyball Exchange 
Week in Nanjing
 
Athletes competing in the Volleyball Nations League 
joined students and schoolchildren at Nanjing Normal 
University on 1 June for the Second Nanjing Normal 
University International Volleyball Exchange Week.

Held on Children’s Day in China, the programme 
featured a range of volleyball activities across the 
university campus. Outdoor sessions brought together 
100 students from Nanjing Normal University and 20 
young volleyball players, who took part in serving, 
blocking and mini-competition activities alongside 
members of the Thailand team. 

Read more

VNL Legacy Court journey 
continues in Türkiye and the 
Philippines        
Following the inauguration of the first VNL Legacy Court 
in the Brazilian capital Brasília, the suburban areas of 
the Filipino capital Manila and the Turkish capital Ankara 
then opened VNL Legacy Courts of their own during the 
week they hosted women’s VNL pools.

The VNL Legacy Courts in the Philippines and Turkiye 
will serve as new favourite meeting points for volleyball 
lovers in the two cities, as masterpieces of art adding 
to the aesthetic beauty of their urban environments, 
and a memory of volleyball’s annual elite international 
competition visiting these cities and sparking volleyball 
fever among the local fans.

Read more

VNL Legacy Court inaugurates 
transformed space in Brasília        
The VNL saw two exciting weeks of elite-level action 
in Brasília to mark the start of its 2026 edition, but the 
impact of the event in the city will continue to be felt, 
and the memories will live well beyond the walls of the 
Nilson Nelson stadium.

The Brazilian capital is the first host city to take part 
in the VNL Legacy Court programme, a new global 
initiative created by the FIVB, Volleyball World and 
the Volleyball Foundation, and will have an artistically 
transformed outdoor volleyball court available for its 
population following the conclusion of the event.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/vnl-athletes-and-students-take-part-in-international-volleyball-exchange-week-in-nanjing/
https://www.fivb.com/vnl-legacy-court-journey-continues-in-turkiye-and-the-philippines/
https://www.fivb.com/history-made-as-brasilia-unveils-first-ever-vnl-legacy-court/
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Beach Volleyball U18 World Championships –  
8-12 July 2026 – The Netherlands

Germany sweep the podium with 
double gold at FIVB Beach Volleyball 
U18 World Championships 2026

Read more Read more

Germany swept the podium at the FIVB Beach Volleyball U18 
World Championships 2026, with Lasse Huper & Filo Wust 
taking gold in the men’s event and Anna-Chiara Reformat & 
Sandra Otte triumphing in the women’s competition. 

The men’s podium was competed by Ryan Edgar & Thomas 
Turner, to claim Australia’s first-ever medal in the history 
of the competition, while France’s Adrien Bezu & Quentin 
Hypolyte settled for bronze. 

In the women’s competition, Leticia Schwalb Machado & 
Kiara Vitoria Ernesto Jeronimo claimed silver, while Dutch 
home favourites Jara Both & Matilda de Groot claimed 
bronze. 

Volleyball Experience to enhance fan 
engagement at VNL Finals in Macao
Residents and visitors in Macao had another way to enjoy 
volleyball during the VNL Women’s Finals with the Volleyball 
Experience, an interactive zone offering activities for all 
ages. The Volleyball Experience was open to all visitors, 
with no VNL match ticket required.

Delivered alongside major volleyball events, the Volleyball 
Experience creates fun, inclusive and interactive 
opportunities for people of all ages to play, learn, connect 
and celebrate the sport. It transforms spectators into 
participants and helps host cities extend the impact of the 
event by bringing volleyball into the heart of the community. 

Read more

Girls U17 Volleyball World Championship  
– 6-16 August 2026 – Chile

USA triumph in U17 Girls’ final to 
snatch world title
The United States triumphed at the 2026 FIVB Volleyball 
Girls’ U17 World Championship in Chile. The power of a 
strong high school and college sports program in the USA 
was put on display during Sunday’s final as they overcame 
Türkiye in straight sets who had to settle for silver. 

The power of Asian volleyball produced a match-up 
between two teams from the continent for the third place, 
with major powerhouse China taking the bronze after 
coming back from a set down against Chinese Taipei.

Read more

https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/u18-world-championships/news/qualifiers-lasse-huper-filo-wust-make-it-double-joy-for-germany-at-u18-worlds
https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/u18-world-championships/news/germany-s-anna-chiara-reformat-sandra-otte-triumph-as-u18-world-champions
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-experience-to-enhance-fan-engagement-at-vnl-finals-in-macao/
https://www.fivb.com/usa-sweep-u17-girls-final-to-snatch-world-title/
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MOMENTUM BUILDS FOR FUTURE EVENTS 

Boys U17 Volleyball World Championship – 
19-29 August 2026 – Qatar

Iran hold off France in four sets to 
clinch Boys’ U17 world title
Iran completed an unbeaten run to claim the world title 
with a four-set victory over France who had to settle 
for silver.

Brazil defeated Argentina by the same margin to secure 
the bronze medal on the final day of the competition 
held in Doha, Qatar.

Read more

Poland to host the FIVB Volleyball 
Men’s Club World Championship in 
2026 and 2027
The FIVB Volleyball Men’s Club World Championship will 
return to one of the sport’s most passionate volleyball 
destinations, with Poland’s Silesia Region confirmed to 
host the 2026 and 2027 editions of the competition.

The two-year hosting agreement reinforces Poland’s 
status as a global volleyball powerhouse, providing a 
world-class stage for the world’s premier club volleyball 
competition. Each edition will feature eight of the 
season’s top clubs competing across 16 matches to earn 
the title of FIVB Volleyball Men’s Club World Champions.

São Paulo to Host 2026 FIVB 
Volleyball Women’s Club World 
Championship
São Paulo, Brazil, has been confirmed as the host 
city for the 2026 FIVB Volleyball Women’s Club 
World Championship, reaffirming its place as one of 
volleyball’s most iconic destinations and continuing its 
long-standing connection with one of the sport’s most 
prestigious international competitions.

From 8 to 13 December 2026, the world’s best women’s 
volleyball clubs will come together at Wlamir Marques 
Multi-Sports Gymnasium, located at the headquarters 
of Sport Club Corinthians Paulista in the Tatuapé district 
to compete for the ultimate prize in club volleyball: the 
title of world champions.

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/poland-to-host-the-fivb-volleyball-mens-club-world-championship-in-2026-and-2027/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/news/sao-paulo-to-host-2026-fivb-volleyball-women-s-club-world-championship
https://www.fivb.com/iran-hold-off-france-in-four-sets-to-clinch-boys-u17-world-title/
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LOOKING AHEAD

With the second half of the year still to unfold, there is much more to come for the Global Volleyball Movement. The 
Beach Pro Tour will continue to take the sport to spectacular venues around the world, volleyball’s rising stars will 
also step into the spotlight at the FIVB Beach Volleyball U18 World Championships in the Netherlands, followed by 
the Girls’ and Boys’ U17 World Championships in Chile and Qatar, offering a glimpse of the talent that will shape the 
sport for years to come.

The year will culminate with the 40th FIVB World Congress in Punta Cana, where the FIVB and its fellow guardians of 
the sport will come together to celebrate progress and help define the future of the sport.

As another landmark year draws to a close, the excitement will only continue to build, with the countdown already 
underway to a thrilling 2027 and the return of the FIVB Volleyball World Cups.

Beach Pro Tour – March - November 2026 Link

FIVB launches bidding process for 
2027 U19 World Championships 
and 2028 U17 and U21 World 
Championships  
The FIVB opened the bidding process for the 2027 FIVB 
Volleyball U19 World Championships and the 2028 
FIVB Volleyball U17 and U21 World Championships.

The new bidding phase follows the continued alignment 
of the FIVB Juniors World Championship structure after 
the introduction of the U17 category in 2024 and the 
expansion of the competition format from 2026 onwards.

Read more

https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/beach-pro-tour/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-launches-bidding-process-for-2027-u19-world-championships-and-2028-u17-and-u21-world-championships/



