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EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL 
VOLLEYBALL MOVEMENT

EDITION 2 / JANUARY – APRIL 2025

A news report outlining the work of the FIVB in growing the sport of volleyball 
and empowering its community worldwide.

Welcome to the second edition of Empowering the Global Volleyball Movement. If you missed the first volume, you 
can find it here. 

The first 100 days of the new FIVB President’s tenure have been a period of exciting activity, with the FIVB driving 
progress towards the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032. From strengthening global volleyball development opportunities to 
collaborating with stakeholders across the global sporting community, the momentum is stronger than ever. With a 
packed calendar ahead in 2025, the FIVB remains committed to serving the Global Volleyball Movement - Together 
as One. 

Over USD 47 million invested into 
FIVB Volleyball Empowerment and 
Development to date
To date, the FIVB has invested an impressive USD 47 
million into the global volleyball ecosystem through 
Volleyball Empowerment projects, supporting the 
development of the sport across the world. In 2024 
alone, the FIVB committed over USD 6.3 million of 
funding through 197 projects across 74 National 
Federations, aiming to strengthen teams, coaches and 
national structures.  

BVL Season 5 Finals: a landmark 
moment for volleyball in Assam and 
beyond
The Brahmaputra Volleyball League (BVL) Season 5 
Finals brought an impactful conclusion to a season of 
volleyball in Assam, India in January. Held in the heart 
of the state, the event united over 400 players, 150 
coaches, 200 former state players and 300 volunteers 
across three days, in what was a memorable showcase 
of the transformative power of volleyball. 

VOLLEYBALL EMPOWERMENT 
SUPPORT 

LANDMARK MOMENT FOR 
VOLLEYBALL IN INDIA  

Read more Read more

https://www.fivb.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/FIVB-Empowering-the-Global-Volleyball-Movement.pdf
https://www.fivb.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/FIVB-STRATEGIC-PLAN-FABIO-VISUAL.pdf
https://www.fivb.com/over-47-million-usd-invested-into-fivb-volleyball-empowerment-and-development-to-date/
https://www.fivb.com/bvl-season-5-finals-a-landmark-moment-for-volleyball-in-assam-and-beyond/
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FIVB leadership joins Republic Day 
celebrations in India    
The date of 26 January marked India’s 76th Republic 
Day, which was celebrated by a vibrant ceremony at 
the KIIT & KISS Athletics Stadium in Bhubaneswar. The 
event, which was attended by FIVB leadership, saw a 
gathering of over 40,000 students, staff and dignitaries 
of the Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) 
and the Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences es (KISS) in a 
celebration of the nation’s progress, unity and diversity. 

FIVB Volleyball Foundation explores 
behind the scenes of Brahmaputra 
Volleyball League (BVL) broadcasting 
at the Super League Finals    
Through a partnership with Sportvot, a start-up 
providing broadcasting technology, the BVL uses an 
affordable live-streaming system using just smartphones 
and minimal equipment. Today, the broadcasts include 
live scoring, video production and central monitoring 
by a dedicated team of 5-10 personnel. This year, an 
impressive 72 matches will be streamed live during the 
Finals, culminating a period that has seen nearly 700 
broadcasts across 170 villages. 

Read more

Read more

Historic FIVB Board of Administration 
meeting wraps up at Olympic 
House and Olympic Museum 
The FIVB Board of Administration concluded an inspiring 
two days of meetings, marking a historic milestone as the 
second day’s morning and afternoon sessions were held 
at Olympic House and the Olympic Museum, respectively.  
 
The day was further elevated by the presence of several 
notable guests from the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) including IOC President Thomas Bach and IOC 
President-elect Kirsty Coventry.

Read more

FIVB BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION MEETING  

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-leadership-joins-republic-day-celebrations-in-india/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-foundation-explores-behind-the-scenes-of-brahmaputra-volleyball-league-broadcasting-at-the-super-league-finals/
https://www.fivb.com/historic-fivb-board-of-administration-meeting-wraps-up-at-olympic-house-and-olympic-museum/
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Isha Ambani and Louise Bawden 
join FIVB Board of Administration
The FIVB was proud to announce the appointment 
of Isha Ambani and Louise Bawden to its Board of 
Administration for the 2024-2028 Olympic cycle, 
bringing fresh perspectives, business acumen and 
athlete representation to the organisation’s highest 
levels. 

Read more
Punta Cana to host 40th FIVB 
World Congress 2026    
The proposal to bring the Congress to Punta Cana, 
Dominican Republic was presented by NORCECA 
President and FIVB 1st Executive Vice-President 
Cristóbal Marte Hoffiz. The proposal highlighted the 
country’s vibrant sporting culture, its strong connection 
to the volleyball community and its reputation for 
delivering world-class events. Punta Cana will also host 
the IOC Session in 2027. 

Progress and empowerment: 
FIVB Board of Administration 
approves key proposals from FIVB 
Commissions and Councils     
The FIVB Board of Administration took several key 
decisions on various proposals from the Commissions 
and Councils during its meeting, all aligned with the 
FIVB Strategic Vision 2032’s mission to serve the Global 
Volleyball Movement. 

Read more

Read more

STRENGTHENING AND EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL VOLLEYBALL MOVEMENT 
THROUGH COLLABORATIONS 

FIVB and Nevobo leadership 
discuss vision for the development 
of volleyball
The FIVB and Netherlands Volleyball Association 
(Nevobo) leadership met at the FIVB offices in Lausanne 
to discuss the development of volleyball in the 
Netherlands and beyond. The Beach Volleyball Centre of 
Excellence and Innovation was also discussed, following 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between the FIVB, City of The Hague and Nevobo in 
August 2024. 

Read more

Empowering Global Volleyball 
Movement headlines FIVB 
Executive Committee meeting   
The FIVB Executive Committee convened at Volleyball 
House in Lausanne, Switzerland to address key matters and 
proposals aimed at strengthening and empowering the 
Global Volleyball Movement. Reflecting the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032 – built on the pillars of empowerment, 
professionalism, integration and mass participation – the 
meeting placed a strong emphasis on reviewing proposals 
from the FIVB Commissions and Councils.  

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/isha-ambani-and-louise-bawden-join-fivb-board-of-administration/
https://www.fivb.com/punta-cana-to-host-40th-fivb-world-congress-2026/
https://www.fivb.com/progress-and-empowerment-fivb-board-of-administration-approves-key-proposals-from-fivb-commissions-and-councils/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-nevobo-leadership-discuss-vision-for-the-development-of-volleyball/
https://www.fivb.com/empowering-global-volleyball-movement-headlines-fivb-executive-committee-meeting/
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FIVB and CAVB conduct strategic 
planning in Rabat for volleyball 
development and sustainability   
The FIVB and the African Volleyball Confederation 
(CAVB) held a pivotal strategic meeting in Rabat, 
Morocco, aimed at advancing volleyball throughout 
the continent through enhanced governance and 
comprehensive development programmes. 

Volleyball’s development in 
Cameroon and Zone IV highlighted 
at meeting in Volleyball House    
The FIVB team met with Bello Bourdane, President 
of the Cameroon Volleyball Federation and the Zonal 
President of the African Volleyball Confederation’s Zone 
IV. The meeting saw discussions on key opportunities 
for volleyball’s development in both Cameroon and the 
wider region. The meeting also covered ongoing and 
future support provided through the FIVB Volleyball 
Empowerment programme. To date, the FIVB has 
contributed CHF 618,000 across 57 projects in 
eight countries to Zone IV, as well as CHF 208,000 
across 16 projects in Cameroon, through the Volleyball 
Empowerment programme.  

FIVB and SCA unite to boost 
volleyball’s development 
The FIVB met with the Small Countries Association 
(SCA) to discuss key initiatives aimed at strengthening 
volleyball in the respective nations, including increased 
development support, the introduction of World 
Ranking points in zonal competitions and the SCA’s 
ambitious but realistic four-year strategic plan. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

The future of volleyball in Togo is 
promising
The FIVB President met with the President of the 
Federation Togolaise de Volleyball (FTVB) Noël Kokou 
Tadegnon. The FTVB President shared his vision for the 
growth of Togolese volleyball for the next four years. The 
FIVB reiterated its commitment to serving the Global 
Volleyball Movement.  

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-cavb-conduct-strategic-planning-in-rabat-for-volleyball-development-and-sustainability/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-sca-unite-to-boost-volleyballs-development/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyballs-development-in-cameroon-and-zone-iv-highlighted-at-meeting-in-volleyball-house/
https://www.fivb.com/the-future-of-volleyball-in-togo-is-promising/
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Volleyball in Spain: collaborative 
talks pave the way for a bright 
future   
Key stakeholders from the FIVB and the Real Federación 
Española de Voleibol (RFEVB) came together to 
discuss exciting plans for the sport’s development 
in the region. The meeting covered a range of topics 
aimed at strengthening the growth and visibility of 
volleyball in Spain. Central to the discussions was the 
presentation of the RFEVB’s new strategic vision, as 
well as exciting plans to elevate the sport at both the 
national and international levels, including through the 
FIVB Volleyball Empowerment programme. To date, the 
FIVB has invested CHF 324,000 across six projects. 

Volleyball in Greece: key meeting 
explores promising road ahead    
The FIVB and the Hellenic Volleyball Federation met 
to discuss the promising road ahead for volleyball and 
beach volleyball in Greece, focusing on development 
plans and strategic initiatives for the sport in the 
region.  Key topics centred on the sport’s growth in 
Greece, with the FIVB delegation presenting the FIVB 
Strategic Vision 2032. 

FIVB discusses future collaboration 
opportunities with Canton de Vaud 
leadership 
The FIVB team met with key representatives from the 
Canton de Vaud of Switzerland. With collaboration 
opportunities in mind, discussions centred around 
impactful social projects and the growth of volleyball 
and sport in the canton. 

Building on success: FIVB and 
German Volleyball Association plan 
for future
FIVB leadership met with the German Volleyball 
Federation to discuss the sport’s development in 
Germany. Discussions focused on recent success of 
volleyball athletes from Germany, potential further 
collaboration opportunities and the impact of the FIVB 
Volleyball Empowerment programme. To date, the FIVB 
has invested CHF 288,000 across four projects. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-in-spain-collaborative-talks-pave-the-way-for-a-bright-future/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-in-greece-key-meeting-explores-promising-road-ahead/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-discusses-future-collaboration-opportunities-with-canton-de-vaud-leadership/
https://www.fivb.com/building-on-success-fivb-and-german-volleyball-association-plan-for-future/
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FIVB and ASOIF leadership meet to 
discuss bright future of volleyball   
The FIVB team welcomed ASOIF President Ingmar De 
Vos and Executive Director James Carr to the FIVB 
offices to share the principles of the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032 and potential collaboration opportunities 
for the organisations. Other important topics included 
preparations for the Olympic Games Los Angeles 2028 
and beyond, as well as the good governance focus of 
the FIVB. 

IOC/OLYMPIC MOVEMENT COLLABORATION

AVC delegation strengthens ties 
with FIVB and Volleyball World
The Asian Volleyball Confederation delegation, led by 
Secretary General Hugh Graham – who also serves as 
the Executive Vice-President of the FIVB and President 
of the Oceania Zonal Volleyball Association – embarked 
on a week-long visit to Lausanne, Switzerland to meet 
with the leadership and key departments of both 
the FIVB and Volleyball World. The visit focused on 
strengthening collaboration, enhancing operational 
knowledge and reinforcing a shared vision for the global 
growth of volleyball.

FIVB and USA Volleyball discuss 
opportunities for volleyball ahead 
of LA28
The FIVB welcomed a delegation from USA Volleyball 
for a high-level strategic meeting at Volleyball House 
in Lausanne, Switzerland. The discussions focused on 
strengthening the sport’s presence across America as 
the world looks to the Olympic Games Los Angeles 
2028.

Read more

Read more

Read more

FIVB and City of Lausanne share 
joint vision for role of sport in 
improving society 
The FIVB and the City of Lausanne leadership met 
to discuss their shared vision for the role of sport in 
the development of society. During the discussions, 
both organisations explored exciting opportunities for 
future collaboration, strengthening their longstanding 
relationship.  

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-asoif-leadership-meet-to-discuss-bright-future-of-volleyball/
https://www.fivb.com/avc-delegation-strengthens-ties-with-fivb-and-volleyball-world/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-usa-volleyball-discuss-opportunities-for-volleyball-ahead-of-la28/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-city-of-lausanne-share-joint-vision-for-role-of-sports-in-improving-society/
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FIVB discusses opportunities for 
volleyball’s development in India 
with Olympic champion Abhinav 
Bindra   
Opportunities for volleyball’s development in India 
was discussed, as Olympic champion from India, 
Mr Abhinav Bindra, visited the FIVB headquarters in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Meeting with the FIVB team, 
he discussed potential collaboration opportunities to 
enhance volleyball in schools across India.  

FIVB welcomes LEAP participants 
to Volleyball House     
The FIVB proudly welcomed participants from the 
International Leadership Programme (LEAP) for German 
sports officials and athletes to Volleyball House in April, 
providing them with a unique opportunity to learn more 
about the work of the FIVB, the activities within the 
Global Volleyball Movement, and the development of 
volleyball around the world. LEAP is designed to equip 
future sports leaders with the skills and knowledge 
required to take on senior roles in international sports 
organisations. 

FIVB and Olympic Solidarity 
advance Global Volleyball 
Movement development at 
Oceania U18 Beach Volleyball 
Championships
The FIVB, in close collaboration with the Oceania 
Zonal Volleyball Association and Olympic Solidarity, 
successfully concluded the Oceania U18 Beach 
Volleyball Championships in Honiara, Solomon Islands. 
Held from 6 to 9 April 2025, the event formed part 
of the Olympic Solidarity Youth Athlete Development 
Programme and reflects the FIVB’s ongoing commitment 
to facilitating the growth of volleyball worldwide through 
targeted development initiatives. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

FIVB and QOC leadership explore 
opportunities for volleyball in Qatar
The leadership of the FIVB and Qatar Olympic 
Committee (QOC) met at the FIVB Headquarters 
in Lausanne, Switzerland in February to discuss 
opportunities for volleyball’s growth and development 
in Qatar. His Excellency Jassim bin Rashid Al-Buenain 
represented the QOC in his capacity as its Secretary 
General.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-discusses-opportunities-for-volleyballs-development-in-india-with-olympic-champion-abhinav-bindra/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-olympic-solidarity-advance-global-volleyball-movement-development-at-oceania-u18-beach-volleyball-championships/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-welcomes-leap-programme-participants-to-volleyball-house/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-qoc-leadership-explore-opportunities-for-volleyball-in-qatar/
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Beach volleyball set for worldwide 
growth through FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032 
As part of the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032, significant 
steps are being taken by the FIVB to enhance beach 
volleyball: through expanding the Beach Pro Tour (BPT), 
creating more opportunities for athletes and building 
a stronger, more sustainable global ecosystem for the 
sport. In 2025, the number of teams in the Main Draw of 
the BPT at the majority of both the Elite and Challenge 
stops will increase significantly, granting more athletes 
the opportunity to compete on the international 
stage. Additionally, FIVB investment will see the total 
prize money for beach volleyball competitions in 2025 
reach an impressive USD 6.75 million. 

Global Volleyball Movement 
reiterates commitment to women’s 
empowerment in volleyball on 
International Women’s Day
Volleyball stands as the most gender-equal team 
sport worldwide. It is played and followed equally by 
both women and men, boasts a gender-balanced 
fanbase and ensures equal prize money for athletes. 
Through the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032, grounded in 
the motto “Together as One”, the FIVB is dedicated to 
further strengthening equal opportunities, alongside 
representation and investment for women in the sport, 
from grassroots participation to leadership roles.  

Read more

Read more

THRIVING FIVB ECOSYSTEM

The recent FIVB Commissions meetings marked a 
significant step forward under the new presidency, with 
all sessions held online for the first time. During the 
meetings, the FIVB President outlined the key pillars of 
the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032, providing clear direction 
and goals for each Commission. The sessions also 
featured insightful presentations from across the FIVB 
ecosystem, highlighting collaboration and progress. 
Additionally, several new Commissions convened for 
the first time, as they set the foundation for the future 
development of the Global Volleyball Movement in 
alignment with the Strategic Vision.

FIVB and Olympic Solidarity uplift 
Ukrainian youth with volleyball 
equipment support 
Ukrainian youth received a boost through the FIVB and 
the IOC Olympic Solidarity Fund for Ukraine, delivering 
essential equipment to help young athletes stay engaged 
in the sport despite the ongoing conflict.

Read more

FIVB COMMISSIONS MEETINGS

https://www.fivb.com/beach-volleyball-set-for-worldwide-growth-through-fivb-strategic-vision-2032/
https://www.fivb.com/global-volleyball-movement-reiterates-commitment-to-womens-empowerment-in-volleyball-on-international-womens-day/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-olympic-solidarity-uplift-ukrainian-youth-with-volleyball-equipment-support/#:~:text=Ukrainian%20youth%20have%20received%20a,nets%20and%20net%20systems%2C%20to
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FIVB Head of Legal and General 
Counsel appointed Chair of ASOIF 
Legal Consultative Group 
Stephen Bock, the FIVB’s Head of Legal and General 
Counsel, was appointed Chair of the Association 
of Summer Olympic International Federations 
(ASOIF) Legal Consultative Group in January. ASOIF 
established Consultative Groups to provide expert 
advice to the ASOIF Council, the Executive Director, 
and representatives on key commissions and external 
organisations such as the International Olympic 
Committee, the World Anti-Doping Agency and the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport. 

FIVB Legal Commission Member 
Cassandra Heilbronn named 
Women CEO of the Year 
Cassandra Heilbronn, a member of the FIVB Legal 
Commission, has been honoured as Women CEO of the 
Year (PSU / PVT / GOVT) at the Women Leaders Summit 
& Awards KSA 2025, in recognition of her outstanding 
leadership as CEO for a Private Family Office in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A highly regarded lawyer in 
sports and corporate risk from Australia, Ms Heilbronn 
has served on the FIVB Legal Commission since 2021 
and was reappointed in 2024. 

FIVB Secretary General inducted 
into AVCA Hall of Fame 
Hugh McCutcheon was honoured with induction into the 
AVCA Hall of Fame at a banquet held in conjunction with 
the NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball Championship. 
This recognition completes a prestigious Hall of Fame 
trifecta for the FIVB Secretary General, who has now 
been inducted into the AVCA, USA Volleyball and the 
International Volleyball Halls of Fame – an achievement 
shared by only eight coaches in the volleyball community. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

Dr Ary S. Graça F° awarded 
Olympic Order at 144th IOC 
Session     
The Olympic Order is the highest distinction awarded 
by the IOC, to recognise people who have performed 
remarkable services for the Olympic Movement. The 
award was made by IOC President Thomas Bach, who 
stated; “Throughout his long and distinguished career 
in sport, Ary Graça has been a true pioneer. Redefining 
volleyball. Championing innovation. Expanding the 
global reach of volleyball. And thereby also spreading 
our shared Olympic values to ever more people around 
the world.”

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-head-of-legal-and-general-counsel-appointed-chair-of-asoif-legal-consultative-group/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-secretary-general-presents-fivb-strategic-vision-2032-to-avca/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-legal-commission-member-cassandra-heilbronn-named-women-ceo-of-the-year/
https://www.fivb.com/dr-ary-s-graca-f-awarded-olympic-order-at-144th-ioc-session/
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LOOKING AHEAD
The FIVB continues its mission to make volleyball more 
accessible, impactful and a force for positive societal 
change. Looking ahead, the VNL 2025 promises to 
unite fans worldwide in iconic cities starting 4 June, 
showcasing elite talent in exciting competition. The 
Beach Pro Tour is already underway, featuring Olympic 
champions from Paris 2024, and the 2025 season 
will bring even greater global representation with new 
talents joining seasoned stars. 

Fans can also look forward to three major World 
Championships: men’s volleyball in the Philippines, 
women’s volleyball in Thailand and, for the first time ever, 
the Beach Volleyball World Championships in Adelaide, 
Australia. The year of 2025 is set to be a landmark one 
for the sport, as the FIVB actions the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032, grounded in the motto, “Together as One”. 

FIVB leadership participated at IF 
transition seminar in Lausanne
The FIVB leadership were presented with an Olympic 
Games Paris 2024 torch and commemorative medals 
during the International Federation (IF) Transition 
Seminar for LA28, held in January at Olympic House 
and the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland. The 
prestigious gifts were presented by the International 
Olympic Committee and Paris 2024 to all IFs as a 
gesture of gratitude for their important contributions to 
the success of the Olympic Games. 

FIVB extends heartfelt thanks to 
departing Volleyball World CEO
Finn Taylor has played a key role in the development 
of Volleyball World since its launch in 2021. From 
expanding volleyball’s commercial footprint and 
elevating its global events, to deepening fan engagement 
and developing the industry-leading OTT platform 
VBTV, his contributions have elevated the visibility and 
success of the sport worldwide.

Martyn Phillips, Vice Chairman of the Board of Volleyball 
World, will assume the role of Interim CEO while the 
search for a permanent CEO is conducted.

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-leadership-honoured-at-if-transition-seminar-in-lausanne/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-extends-heartfelt-thanks-to-departing-volleyball-world-ceo-finn-taylor/
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FOLLOW THE 2025 EVENTS

Beach Pro Tour  – March – November 2025 

Volleyball Nations League (VNL) – 4 June – 3 August 2025 

Girl’s U19 Volleyball World Championship  - 2-13 July 2025 – Croatia & Serbia 

Boys’ U19 Volleyball World Championship – 24 July – 3 August 2025 – Uzbekistan 

Women’s U21 Volleyball World Championship  - 7-17 August 2025 – Indonesia

Men’s U21 Volleyball World Championship  - 21-31 August 2025 - China

Women’s World Championship  – 22 August – 7 September 2025 – Thailand

Men’s World Championship – 12-28 September 2025 – Philippines 

Beach Volleyball World Championships – 14-23 November 2025 – Australia

Link

Link

Link

Link

Link

Link

Link

Link

Link

https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/beach-pro-tour/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/men-u19-world-championship/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/women-world-championship/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/volleyball-nations-league/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/women-u21-world-championship/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/men-world-championship/ 
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/women-u19-world-championship/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/volleyball/competitions/men-u21-world-championship/
https://en.volleyballworld.com/beachvolleyball/competitions/beach-volleyball-world-championships/ 

