
EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL VOLLEYBALL MOVEMENT    |    1TOGETHER AS ONE 

EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL 
VOLLEYBALL MOVEMENT

Welcome to the fourth edition of Empowering the Global 
Volleyball Movement. If you missed the previous volumes, 
you can find them here. 

As 2025 draws to a close, the first full year of the FIVB 
Strategic Vision 2032, we celebrate a year of remarkable 
progress. From strengthening governance and expanding 
global pathways to innovating competitions and 
supporting athletes beyond the court, volleyball has 
advanced on every front. 

Our world-class events - the FIVB Women’s and Men’s 
World Championships in Thailand and the Philippines 
and the Beach Volleyball World Championships in 
Adelaide - showcased why volleyball captivates millions 
worldwide. Athletes took centre stage in reimagined 
award ceremonies, where legends and current champions 

presented medals, honouring the sport’s heritage while 
celebrating its future. 

Off the court, the FIVB launched its first post-career 
programme, “Beyond the Court.” Over five days, 14 
athletes explored personal values, transferable skills, 
professional branding and networking opportunities, 
preparing for life after elite competition. 

Across every initiative it’s clear that athletes are at the 
beating heart of the Global Volleyball Movement. 

Volleyball World and the FIVB Volleyball Foundation 
continue to drive our Strategic Vision forward too, making 
volleyball more accessible, affordable, understandable and 
enjoyable. With 2025 marking a fantastic start, the road 
ahead promises even greater possibilities for our sport. 

EDITION 4 / SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2025 

A news report outlining the work of the FIVB in growing the sport of volleyball 
and empowering its community worldwide.

FIVB launches Girl Sunshine 
programme in India to empower girls 
through volleyball

INITIATIVES AND ACTIVATIONS ACROSS INDIA 

Read more

In partnership with the Kalinga Institute of Industrial 
Technology (KIIT) and the Kalinga Institute of Social 
Sciences (KISS), the FIVB launched the Kanya Kiran 
“Girl Sunshine” Mass Participation Programme in India, 
with the programme aiming to empower young girls 
through volleyball. 

The launch event saw thousands of girls took part in 
skill sessions, games, mini-matches and interactive 
drills, discovering volleyball as a space to challenge 
themselves, build confidence and work together. For 
many, it was their first experience of structured sport, 
giving them the chance to develop new skills and 
leadership qualities while having fun on the court. 

https://www.fivb.com/inside-fivb/fivb/president/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-launches-girl-sunshine-programme-in-india-to-empower-girls-through-volleyball/
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Universities of India recognise 
leadership advancing global 
volleyball 
Leading Indian universities, Kalinga Institute of 
Industrial Technology (KIIT) and the Kalinga Institute of 
Social Sciences (KISS), conferred the Doctor of Letters 
(Honoris Causa) and a Lifetime Achievement Award 
on FIVB President Fabio Azevedo in recognition of the 
FIVB’s work in advancing global volleyball as a platform 
for social development. 

KIIT, ranked 5th amongst all universities in India in 
the Times Higher Education (THE) World University 
Rankings 2026, presented at a Special Convocation on 
13 December 2025 and highlighted the success of the 
FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 in providing a clear long-term 
framework to guide the growth of volleyball worldwide. 

Read more

Athletes take centre stage as KIIT 
& KISS Centre of Excellence is 
formalised in India    
The FIVB officially formalised the FIVB/Kalinga Institute 
of Industrial Technology (KIIT) and Kalinga Institute of 
Social Sciences (KISS) Centre of Excellence recognising 
the institutions’ key role as premier training hubs for 
athletes. 

The Centre of Excellence advances the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032, which emphasises collaboration, 
integration, peace and solidarity to strengthen the Global 
Volleyball Movement. Specifically, point 10 of the Vision 
highlights the establishment of Centres of Excellence to 
provide athletes with comprehensive training, medical 
support and performance resources. 

Read more

Empowering women through 
volleyball: FIVB host Knowledge 
Transfer Programme in India  
The FIVB held a transformative and empowering 
Knowledge Transfer Programme from 11 to 14 December 
2025, bringing together over 100 female coaches for 
four days of learning and collaboration. The programme 
was designed to strengthen coaching capacity while 
promoting leadership and the empowerment of women. 

Read more

FIVB explores volleyball 
opportunities in Odisha with 
Abhinav Bindra Foundation Trust 
and State Government    
An FIVB delegation visited Odisha, India to explore new 
opportunities for volleyball development, meeting with 
senior state officials and touring the Abhinav Bindra 
Foundation Trust (ABFT) High-Performance Centre in 
Bhubaneswar.

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/universities-of-india-recognise-leadership-advancing-global-volleyball/
https://www.fivb.com/athletes-take-centre-stage-as-kiit-kiss-centre-of-excellence-is-formalised-in-india/
https://www.fivb.com/empowering-women-through-volleyball-fivb-host-knowledge-transfer-programme-in-india/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-explores-volleyball-opportunities-in-odisha-with-abhinav-bindra-foundation-trust-and-state-government/
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FIVB Volleyball World 
Championships 2025: Fuelled by 
FIVB Volleyball Empowerment

2025 saw the FIVB Volleyball World Championships travel 
for the first time ever to the Philippines (for the men’s edition) 
and Thailand (for women’s). Both nations are renowned for 
their love for volleyball, their fantastic fan bases and their 
proven success in hosting world-class volleyball events. 

In addition to being a celebration of volleyball, these 
Championships also demonstrated the transformative 
impact of the FIVB Volleyball Empowerment programme. 
The initiative, designed to advance volleyball globally by 
aiding athletes and teams to excel, has played a key role 
in providing support to, and shaping the volleyball path for 
several teams competing in the prestigious competition. 

Of the 32 teams who competed in the Men’s World 
Championship, 17 have been beneficiaries of FIVB 
Volleyball Empowerment. In the Women’s Volleyball World 
Championship, 19 of the 32 teams that competed have 
received support from Volleyball Empowerment.  

VOLLEYBALL EMPOWERMENT SUPPORT 

Read more

FIVB Volleyball Empowerment 
investment drives 66 percent of 
teams at Adelaide 2025   
An unprecedented number of FIVB Volleyball 
Empowerment supported teams will feature at the 
FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships 2025 
in Adelaide, Australia, from 14 to 23 November. More 
than USD 7.5 million in targeted investment has directly 
contributed to supporting athletes competing at this 
year’s event, highlighting the FIVB’s commitment to 
growing the sport and empowering the Global Volleyball 
Movement worldwide. 

Of the 96 teams set to compete in Adelaide – 48 
men’s and 48 women’s pairs representing 40 nations 
– an impressive 66 per cent have been supported 
through the FIVB Volleyball Empowerment programme. 
This includes 32 of the 48 men’s teams (67%) and 31 of 
the 48 women’s teams (65%), showcasing the extensive 
global reach and tangible impact of the FIVB’s initiative. 

FIVB launches Volleyball 
Empowerment platform to help 
drive Strategic Vision 2032   
The FIVB was proud to announce the official launch 
of its new Volleyball Empowerment Platform today, a 
new digital hub designed to transform the way National 
Federations (NFs) manage their projects under the 
Volleyball Empowerment programme.  

The FIVB Volleyball Empowerment programme advances 
volleyball globally by supporting athletes and teams 
to reach their full potential. It features targeted and 
application-based support, in the areas of coach 
support, knowledge transfer and volleyball equipment.   

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-world-championships-2025-fuelled-by-fivb-volleyball-empowerment/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-empowerment-investment-drives-66-percent-of-teams-at-adelaide-2025/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-launches-volleyball-empowerment-platform-to-help-drive-strategic-vision-2032/
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Volleyball House set to welcome 
history-making Beyond the Court 
programme
The Volleyball House in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
welcomed participants for the FIVB’s first-ever athlete 
post-career programme, “Beyond the Court”, taking 
place from 6 to 10 October 2025.

Beyond the Court Olympians sign 
Olympic Wall
Volleyball and beach volleyball Olympians in Lausanne 
this week, as part of the Beyond the Court programme, 
visited the Olympic House to take part in a cherished 
tradition: signing the Olympic Wall.   

Eleven Olympians added their names to the wall, joining 
a legacy shared by champions from across all sports 
and eras, including: Christopher McHugh (AUS), Youssef 
Krou (FRA), Yeon-Koung Kim (KOR), Sanja Malagurski 
(SRB), Christina Bauer (FRA), Mamdouh Abdelrehim 
(EGY), Carol Gattaz (BRA), Agatha Bednarczuk Rippel 
(BRA), Pedro Solberg (BRA), Pedro Cunha (BRA) and 
Camil Inmaculada Dominguez Martinez (DOM).  

IOC President Kirsty Coventry 
visits Volleyball House and 
celebrates conclusion of first-ever 
Beyond the Court Programme with 
Athletes 
IOC President Kirsty Coventry today visited the Volleyball 
House in Lausanne, Switzerland to celebrate the closing 
of the first-ever Beyond the Court programme – an 
initiative launched by the FIVB to help guide volleyball 
and beach volleyball players as they transition from elite 
competition into new professional careers.   

The special gathering brought together the 14 
athletes from the inaugural edition, who warmly 
welcomed President Coventry to mark the conclusion 
of an inspiring week of learning, connection and shared 
experiences.  

Read more

Read more

Read more

BEYOND THE COURT  

Launched by the FIVB in partnership with the International 
Centre for Sport Studies (CIES), the programme was 
designed to guide volleyball and beach volleyball players as 
they transition from elite competition into new professional 
careers.  

Over five days, 14 athletes: 

•	 Engaged in expert-led workshops exploring personal 
values, transferable skills, professional branding and 
communication strategies.  

•	 Gained exposure and network with global volleyball and 
beach volleyball stakeholders while exploring future 
opportunities within volleyball and across the sporting 
industry.  

•	 Immersed themselves in the Olympic Capital, connecting 
with leading international sports organisations and 
broadening their perspectives beyond the court.  

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-house-set-to-welcome-history-making-beyond-the-court-programme/
https://www.fivb.com/beyond-the-court-olympians-sign-olympic-wall/
https://www.fivb.com/ioc-president-kirsty-coventry-visits-volleyball-house-and-celebrates-conclusion-of-first-ever-beyond-the-court-programme-with-athletes/
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Volleyball champions lasting growth 
of women’s sport at IF Forum 2025 
FIVB President Fabio Azevedo joined other leading 
figures from across global sport at the International 
Federation (IF) Forum 2025 in Lausanne yesterday, 
taking part in a “Visibility vs Viability – Can Women’s 
Sport Deliver on Its Promise?” panel discussion. 

The three-day forum, held from 27–29 October 
under the theme “The New Global Reality in Sport: 
IFs in a World That Refuses to Stand Still,” brought 
together more than 400 leaders from 120 International 
Federations to explore how sport can evolve and remain 
relevant in an ever-changing world. 

FIVB champions leadership and 
action for sustainable future at IF 
Forum 2025 
On the final day of the IF Forum 2025, FIVB President 
Fabio Azevedo took part in the Sustainability Leadership 
in Action session, marking the FIVB’s debut on the panel. 
The fireside chat, moderated by seasoned journalist 
and the IF Forum Master of Ceremonies/Moderator 
David Eades, also featured Ms Petra Sörling, President 
of the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and 
IOC Member. Together, they shared their personal 
experiences, insights and approaches to driving 
sustainability in sport.   

Read more

Read more

IF FORUM 2025 

FIVB and athletes unite to sign 
UN Sports for Climate Action 
Framework in presence of IOC 
President Kirsty Coventry   
The FIVB recently took a major step in its sustainability 
journey, signing the United Nations (UN) Sports for 
Climate Action Framework at the Volleyball House 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, with International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President Kirsty Coventry attending 
the occasion.   

The signing marks a landmark moment for the Global 
Volleyball Movement’s commitment to reducing its 
environmental impact and accelerating climate action 
through sport. It also brought together IOC President 
Coventry and FIVB President Fabio Azevedo, alongside 
volleyball and beach volleyball athletes for the conclusion 
of the first-ever Beyond the Court programme.  

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-champions-lasting-growth-of-womens-sport-at-if-forum-2025/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-champions-leadership-and-action-for-sustainable-future-at-if-forum-2025/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-athletes-unite-to-sign-un-sports-for-climate-action-framework-in-presence-of-ioc-president-kirsty-coventry/
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FIVB and International Volleyball 
Hall of Fame join forces to promote 
legends of the sport and inspire 
new generations        
The FIVB and the International Volleyball Hall of 
Fame (IVHF) have signed a landmark Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) to strengthen cooperation in 
honouring and promoting volleyball legends, recognising 
outstanding contributors to the sport, and preserving 
the global history of volleyball.  

Headquartered in Holyoke, Massachusetts, USA, the 
IVHF is dedicated to preserving and celebrating the 
sport’s rich history. Since its founding in 1978, the IVHF 
has inducted 185 legends from more than 27 countries.  

Read more

STRENGTHENING AND EMPOWERING THE GVM THROUGH COLLABORATIONS  

FIVB and World ParaVolley sign 
landmark MoU to grow volleyball in 
all its forms  
The International Volleyball Federation (FIVB) and World 
ParaVolley (WPV) have signed a landmark Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) to promote volleyball in all its 
forms and ensure it is more accessible and inclusive.  

The MoU represents a key step in building greater 
collaboration between the two organisations. Together, 
the FIVB and WPV aim to increase participation, make 
the sport more accessible to all, and harness volleyball’s 
social value to empower individuals. Their joint efforts 
will focus on empowering individuals and communities 
by using the sport as a tool to build life skills, promote 
inclusion and inspire positive change.  

Read more

FIVB strengthens ties with Reliance 
Foundation to drive development 
of volleyball in India  
The FIVB has taken another major step towards 
strengthening the future of volleyball in India through 
a series of high-level meetings in Mumbai with the 
Reliance Group, Reliance Foundation (RF) and their 
sports entities. 

FIVB General Sports Director Steve Tutton and Head of 
FIVB Empowerment and National Federation Relations 
Hitesh Malhotra led the delegation, with discussions 
focused on building sustainable pathways for the growth 
of the sport, expanding its reach at the grassroots 
level and developing world-class infrastructure and 
broadcasting opportunities. 

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-international-volleyball-hall-of-fame-join-forces-to-promote-legends-of-the-sport-and-inspire-new-generations/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-world-paravolley-sign-landmark-mou-to-grow-volleyball-in-all-its-forms/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-strengthens-ties-with-reliance-foundation-to-drive-development-of-volleyball-in-india/
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FIVB explores strategic 
collaboration with KIIT & KISS in 
Odisha 
A delegation from the FIVB recently held a productive 
meeting with representatives of KIIT (Kalinga Institute 
of Industrial Technology) and KISS (Kalinga Institute 
of Social Sciences) in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The 
discussions were led by Dr Dash, Head of Sports at 
KIIT & KISS University, and Mr Varun Sutra, Director 
of International Affairs at KIIT & KISS and member of 
the FIVB Communications Commission, together with 
university staff. The meeting reflected Odisha’s strong 
commitment to advancing volleyball, with a particular 
emphasis on events, coaching, women’s empowerment 
and technology-driven collaborations. 

Read more

FIVB and sports stakeholders in Fiji 
meet to strengthen volleyball in the 
Pacific region  
FIVB Secretary General Hugh McCutcheon met with 
national sports leaders and stakeholders from Fiji late 
last month to further the growth and development of 
volleyball in the country, in line with the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032. During his visit, McCutcheon held high-
level discussions with Fiji Amateur Sports Association 
and National Olympic Committee (FASANOC) Chief 
Executive Officer Ms Vanessa Kilner, Fiji National 
Sports Commission (FNSC) Executive Chairman Mr 
Peter Mazey and representatives from the Fiji Volleyball 
Federation. 

FIVB meets India’s Ministry of Youth 
Affairs & Sports to help strengthen 
volleyball development 
The FIVB held a high-level meeting with the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India, to explore 
pathways for developing the country’s volleyball 
ecosystem and opening up new opportunities for 
athletes in the region. A central focus of the meeting 
was the possibility of hosting an Asian-level volleyball 
competition in 2026, which would serve as a stepping 
stone for India to stage larger Asian and international 
events in the future.  

FIVB signed landmark agreement to 
boost volleyball in South-East Asia  
The FIVB, the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC), the 
Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC) and the Philippine 
National Volleyball Federation (PNVF) signed an MoU 
aimed at strengthening the development of volleyball 
and beach volleyball in South-East Asia. The signing 
took place during the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship and highlighted the shared commitment 
of all parties to raise the profile and positive influence of 
volleyball both regionally and globally. 

Athletes participating in the Philippines beach volleyball 
national programme also participated in the signing 
event, showcasing their support for the MoU and the 
work being done to grow volleyball in the region. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-explores-strategic-collaboration-with-kiit-kiss-in-odisha/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-sports-stakeholders-in-fiji-meet-to-strengthen-volleyball-in-the-pacific-region/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-meets-indias-ministry-of-youth-affairs-sports-to-help-strengthen-volleyball-development/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-signs-landmark-agreement-to-boost-volleyball-in-south-east-asia/
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Key meetings held as Philippines 
prepares to host historic World 
Championship 
As part of the preparations for the Philippines’ 
historic hosting of the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship 2025, FIVB President Fabio Azevedo 
held a series of high-level meetings with government 
officials, sports authorities and key stakeholders. During 
the visit, the FIVB delegation visited the Nuvali Sand 
Courts, a venue that has previously hosted international 
events, including Challenge and Futures stops on the 
Beach Pro Tour. As part of the FIVB Strategic Vision 
2032, the discussions on transforming the venue into 
the FIVB Centre of Excellence were held. 

FIVB and CONADE collaborate to 
advance volleyball development in 
Mexico  
The FIVB met with Rommel Pacheco, Minister of Sports 
of Mexico and Head of Mexico’s National Commission 
for Physical Culture and Sport (CONADE), to discuss 
continued efforts to strengthen the development of 
volleyball and beach volleyball in Mexico. The meeting 
focused on long-term strategies to raise Mexico’s 
international competitiveness, improve athlete pathways 
and ensure the effective use of FIVB’s targeted support.  

Alanya commits to long-term 
beach volleyball vision with FIVB  
The FIVB welcomed an official delegation from the 
City of Alanya, led by Mr Osman Tarık Özçelik, Mayor 
of Alanya, and Mrs Canan Özçelik, together with Mr 
Abdurrahman Açıkalın, Vice Mayor and Coordinator of 
the Beach Volleyball Challenge Tournament in Alanya. 
The visit highlighted Alanya’s strong commitment to 
the long-term development of beach volleyball and its 
growing partnership with the FIVB.  

Building on the success of the Beach Pro Tour Challenge 
event held in June 2025, Alanya has confirmed its 
continued hosting of Beach Pro Tour events through to 
2028. The 2026 Beach Pro Tour Challenge has already 
been scheduled for 10-14 June, while the specific 
dates and levels of future tournaments will be defined 
on a yearly basis.  

Read more

Read more

Read more

FIVB and Venezuelan Volleyball 
Federation discuss plans to 
empower volleyball talent  
The FIVB welcomed a delegation from the Venezuelan 
Volleyball Federation (FVV) for a landmark meeting 
aimed at boosting the future of volleyball in Venezuela. 
Leading the FVV delegation were President Jose 
Manuel Vasquez Aranguren and Secretary General 
Yeivic Moises Jimenez Perez, who met with FIVB 
President Fabio Azevedo to discuss new initiatives and 
opportunities for collaboration. 

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/key-meetings-held-as-philippines-prepares-to-host-historic-world-championship/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-conade-collaborate-to-advance-volleyball-development-in-mexico/
https://www.fivb.com/alanya-commits-to-long-term-beach-volleyball-vision-with-fivb/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-venezuelan-volleyball-federation-discuss-plans-to-empower-volleyball-talent/
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FIVB welcomes Swiss Volley to 
Volleyball House 
The FIVB welcomed a delegation from Swiss Volley, 
including President Daniela Aeschlimann, Secretary 
General Philippe Aaxer and promoter of the highly 
successful Elite 16 Gstaad event, Ruedi Kunz, to the 
Volleyball House in Lausanne, Switzerland. Discussions 
focused on the progress of volleyball in Switzerland 
through the Volleyball Empowerment programme and an 
exploration of opportunities for future collaboration. 

FIVB welcomed 14 major US host 
destinations to Volleyball House 
The FIVB recently welcomed 14 major USA host 
destinations to the Volleyball House as part of a historic 
Sports Events & Tourism Association (Sports ETA) visit 
to the Olympic Capital of Lausanne. 

The visiting delegation included Sports ETA President 
& CEO John David and representatives from Baltimore, 
Maryland; Boston, Massachusetts; Cleveland, Ohio; 
Columbus, Ohio; Detroit, Michigan; Las Vegas, Nevada; 
Miami, Florida; New Orleans, Louisiana; Phoenix, 
Arizona; Portland, Oregon; Raleigh-Durham, North 
Carolina; Salt Lake City, Utah; Washington, D.C.; and the 
State of Florida. 

South Australia Sports Institute 
formally recognised as an FIVB 
Centre of Excellence 
The South Australia Sports Institute (SASI) has been 
formally recognised as an FIVB Centre of Excellence 
through a landmark Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed by the FIVB, Volleyball Australia and SASI. 
The MoU is a legacy initiative of the FIVB Beach Volleyball 
World Championships Adelaide 2025 and aims to 
strengthen the development of beach volleyball across 
the region, with a particular focus on youth engagement.  

FIVB welcomes Brazil Football 
Confederation Academy to 
Volleyball House  
The FIVB welcomed a delegation from the Brazil Football 
Confederation (CBF) Academy, comprising of around 
55 participants, to the Volleyball House in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. The visit offered attendees an in-depth 
overview of the FIVB’s Strategic Vision 2032 and 
the Global Volleyball Movement. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/south-australia-sports-institute-formally-recognised-as-an-fivb-centre-of-excellence/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-welcomes-brazil-football-confederation-academy-to-volleyball-house/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-welcomes-swiss-volley-to-volleyball-house/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-welcomes-14-major-us-host-destinations-to-volleyball-house/
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Esra Gümüş Kırıcı named IOC 
Believe in Sport ambassador 
Esra Gümüş Kırıcı, former captain of the Türkiye women’s 
volleyball team, has been appointed one of 10 Believe 
in Sport ambassadors by the International Olympic 
Committee for 2025 to 2028. 

The Believe in Sport programme raises awareness of the 
threat of competition manipulation. Ambassadors work 
with athletes and their entourages to highlight risks, 
encourage reporting of violations and promote integrity 
and fair play. All selected ambassadors completed 
training at Olympic House in Lausanne, Switzerland, to 
prepare for their responsibilities. 

Read more

Former Peru libero Susan Egoavil 
joins ITA as Education Ambassador      
Former Peruvian volleyball player Susan Egoavil 
has joined the International Testing Agency (ITA) as 
an Education Ambassador, becoming part of the 
organisation’s expanding global network that promotes 
clean sport and athlete education. 

Egoavil represented Peru at major international 
competitions. She has competed in NCAA Division I, as 
well as in the Peruvian and French National Leagues. 
Alongside her athletic career, she has pursued academic 
and professional excellence, now completing a PhD in 
Sports Management and an MBA in France. 

Read more

FIVB and Cuban sports leaders 
meet to chart sustainable return of 
Cuba’s volleyball golden age  
The FIVB and representatives from the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) met this week with the Cuban 
Olympic Committee (COC) and the Cuban Volleyball 
Federation (FCV) to discuss long-term strategies for 
boosting volleyball development in the country. 

Read more

IOC/OLYMPIC MOVEMENT COLLABORATIONS 

https://www.fivb.com/esra-gumus-kirici-named-ioc-believe-in-sport-ambassador/
https://www.fivb.com/former-peru-libero-susan-egoavil-joins-ita-as-education-ambassador/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-cuban-sports-leaders-meet-to-chart-sustainable-return-of-cubas-volleyball-golden-age/
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FIVB supports historic Special 
Olympics Unified Volleyball World 
Cup in Poland  
The first-ever Special Olympics Unified Volleyball World 
Cup concluded successfully in Katowice, Poland, on 8 
October, marking a major step forward in promoting 
inclusion through sport.  

Organised by Special Olympics Poland and the Polish 
Volleyball Federation, with the FIVB as a key global 
partner, the event brought together 16 international 
teams for four days of inspiring competition at the 
iconic Spodek Sports Hall. In the men’s competition, 
Slovakia claimed the gold medal, whilst in the women’s 
competition, the United Arab Emirates secured top 
spot on the podium. Ukraine and Kenya took silver 
and bronze respectively in the women’s competition, 
with Saudi Arabia and Poland taking silver and bronze 
respectively in the men’s tournament.   

Read more

FIVB attend National Games of 
China and strengthen strategic 
cooperation with sports authorities  
FIVB President Fabio Azevedo and an FIVB delegation 
were invited to attend the opening ceremony of the 
National Games of the People’s Republic of China at 
the weekend, marking an important milestone in the 
continued strengthening of collaboration between 
the FIVB and China’s sports authorities. The National 
Games is the highest-level multi-sport event of China, 
held every four years. 

During the visit, the FIVB also attended the men’s beach 
volleyball gold medal match, situated in picturesque 
Victoria Park, Hong Kong, which sits in the very centre 
of the metropolis. FIVB and Brazilian Olympic 

Committee advance the IF’s 
Strategic Vision 2032 
The meeting was attended by COB President Marco 
Antônio La Porta and Director General/CEO Emanuel 
Rego, the former beach volleyball Olympic and three 
times world champion. Discussions focused on 
volleyball’s core values of collaboration, integration, 
peace and solidarity, and the importance of these 
principles in guiding the sport’s growth worldwide. Event 
opportunities in Brazil were also explored, in the context 
of COB’s slogan of “together for a sporting nation”, a 
narrative reinforced by the FIVB Strategic Vision’s motto 
of “Together as One”. 

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-supports-historic-special-olympics-unified-volleyball-world-cup-in-poland/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-brazilian-olympic-committee-advance-the-ifs-strategic-vision-2032/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-attend-national-games-of-china-and-strengthen-strategic-cooperation-with-sports-authorities/
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FIVB and Brisbane 2032 
strengthen ties 
The FIVB leadership met with representatives of 
the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
Organising Committee this week on the sidelines of the 
FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships Adelaide 
2025, taking place from 14–23 November.  

Discussions focused on the success of the ongoing Beach 
World Championships in Adelaide, the recent fan and 
athlete engagement initiatives from both the Volleyball 
and Beach Volleyball World Championships, along 
with ideas to enhance the athlete, fan and stakeholder 
experience in the build-up to Brisbane 2032.  

FIVB partnered with Abhinav 
Bindra Foundation Trust and 
Olympic Movement stakeholders to 
develop volleyball in India 
The FIVB, in partnership with the Abhinav Bindra 
Foundation Trust (ABFT), the FIVB Volleyball Foundation 
and the Government of Chandigarh’s Departments 
of Sports and Education, launched the Udaan School 
Volleyball Programme - a landmark initiative aimed at 
growing volleyball at the grassroots level in India. The 
programme aimed to equips 120 physical education 
teachers from 108 government schools with technical 
volleyball training, coaching resources, equipment and 
Olympic values education. Through these teachers, 
the initiative is expected to positively impact more than 
140,000 students, positioning volleyball as a core part 
of school life. 

The official launch brought together key leaders including 
Olympic gold medallist and ABFT Founder Abhinav 
Bindra, FIVB President Fabio Azevedo and senior 
representatives from the Chandigarh Administration. 
During the event, all stakeholders, along with the FIVB 
Volleyball Foundation, signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding, reaffirming their long-term commitment 
to developing volleyball across the region and supporting 
the growth of young athletes in India. 

Kim Yeon Koung highlights athlete 
education at World Conference on 
Doping in Sport in Busan 
Volleyball superstar Kim Yeon Koung placed athlete 
education at the heart of the global conversation on clean 
sport as the 6th World Conference on Doping in Sport 
opened in Busan. The conference, held every six years, 
is the largest international gathering dedicated to doping 
prevention and integrity in sport and is being staged in 
Asia for the first time, with about 2,000 officials from 191 
countries attending.  

Read more Read more Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-brisbane-2032-strengthen-ties/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-partners-with-abhinav-bindra-foundation-trust-and-olympic-movement-stakeholders-to-develop-volleyball-in-india/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-and-abhinav-bindra-foundation-trust-launch-groundbreaking-volleyball-programme-with-partners-in-india/
https://www.fivb.com/kim-yeon-koung-highlights-athlete-education-at-world-conference-on-doping-in-sport-in-busan/
https://www.fivb.com/ioc-president-thomas-bach-joins-volleyball-action-during-brisbane-2032-visit/
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Lang Ping receives IOC Coaches 
Lifetime Achievement Award
Chinese volleyball icon Jenny Lang Ping has received 
the IOC Coaches Lifetime Achievement Award during 
a ceremony at Olympic House in Lausanne. She was 
honoured alongside Cuban wrestling coach Raul de 
Jesus Trujillo Diaz, with the recipients selected from a 
record number of nominations submitted across the 
Olympic Movement. 

Read more

Future is focus as FIVB Board of 
Administration discusses global 
growth and exciting years ahead for 
volleyball      
The FIVB Board of Administration met in Manila, the 
Philippines, in conjunction with the FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
World Championship 2025. The meeting covered a wide 
range of topics – from celebrating an extraordinary year of 
events to outlining ambitious initiatives that will shape the 
sport’s future. 

Read more

FIVB BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION MEETINGS  

FIVB Board meeting advances 
key strategies to empower Global 
Volleyball Movement
Positive momentum continues to build for the 
Global Volleyball Movement as the FIVB Board of 
Administration met, both at Volleyball House in 
Lausanne and online, to advance key priorities under 
the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032. 

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/lang-ping-receives-ioc-coaches-lifetime-achievement-award/
https://www.fivb.com/future-is-focus-as-fivb-board-of-administration-discusses-global-growth-and-exciting-years-ahead-for-volleyball/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-board-meeting-advances-key-strategies-to-empower-global-volleyball-movement/
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Volleyball World Championships 
lock in future hosts: USA & Canada 
to co-host Women’s 2027 edition, 
Qatar awarded Men’s 2029  
The FIVB and Volleyball World are delighted to 
announce two historic milestones for the Volleyball 
World Championships, with the Women’s 2027 edition 
set to be jointly staged by the USA and Canada, and 
Qatar awarded hosting rights for the Men’s 2029 
competition.  

The decisions, taken by the FIVB Board of Administration 
during its meeting on the sidelines of the Volleyball 
Men’s World Championship Philippines 2025, follow 
a highly competitive bidding process that showcased 
the strong global appetite to stage volleyball’s flagship 
event.  

With Poland already confirmed as host of the FIVB 
Volleyball Men’s World Championship 2027, volleyball 
powerhouses the USA and Canada complete the slate 
of hosts for that year.

VNL 2025 Men’s Finals deliver 
Polsat Sport’s biggest audience in 
25 years  
The 2025 Volleyball Nations League (VNL) Finals, held 
in Ningbo, China, recently crowned its champions and 
marked a landmark moment in the sport’s broadcasting 
history. On 3 August, the Men’s Final between Poland 
and Italy secured a cumulative audience of 3.8 million 
– the highest ratings on Polsat Sport in over a quarter 
of a century (for the A4+ demographic), underlining the 
sport’s continued rise in popularity.

Read more

THRIVING FIVB ECOSYSTEM

The Philippines announced as host 
of FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship 2029       
The FIVB and Volleyball World are pleased to announce 
that the Philippines has been awarded hosting rights 
for the FIVB Volleyball Women’s World Championship 
2029. The host country was confirmed by FIVB 
President Fabio Azevedo and legendary volleyball player 
Leila Barros before the Final of the FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
World Championship Philippines 2025.  

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-world-championships-lock-in-future-hosts-usa-canada-to-co-host-womens-2027-edition-qatar-awarded-mens-2029/
https://www.fivb.com/the-philippines-announced-as-host-of-fivb-volleyball-womens-world-championship-2029/
https://www.fivb.com/vnl-2025-mens-finals-deliver-polsat-sports-biggest-audience-in-25-years/
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VNL 2025 smashes broadcast 
records across key markets  
The Volleyball Nations League (VNL) 2025 has 
showcased unprecedented levels of success, with 
record-breaking audiences and expanded coverage 
driving volleyball to new levels of popularity in key 
markets, including: Brazil, Poland and Türkiye. The latest 
figures highlight the competition’s rapid growth and 
confirm volleyball’s position among the most-watched 
live sports worldwide.  

In Brazil, enthusiasm for the VNL reached some of its 
highest levels ever. More than 666 hours of dedicated 
coverage aired in 2025, a 24% increase from the 
previous year, and 16% of the national TV panel 
population – some 11.1 million people – tuned in to 
watch the action. Poland also experienced a surge in 
viewership across the VNL. Just over 1,046 hours of 
dedicated VNL coverage were broadcast in Poland 
in 2025 – a 42% increase from 2024. In Türkiye, 
coverage hours expanded by 63% compared to 2024, 
reaching nearly 400 hours.  

Read more

AVC opens Asian Volleyball House 
in Bangkok       
The Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC) marked 
a historic milestone with the official opening of its 
new headquarters, the AVC House, in Bangkok. The 
inauguration took place during the FIVB Women’s 
Volleyball World Championship 2025, which ran from 
22 August to 7 September in Thailand, and comes 
just days ahead of the FIVB Men’s Volleyball World 
Championship 2025 (12–28 September). 

Swedish volleyball star Isabelle 
Haak honoured with mural in 
hometown Ängelholm       
Isabelle Haak’s legend keeps growing, both on the 
court and back home. On 7 September, a mural of 
Isabelle “Bella” Haak was completed and unveiled in 
her hometown Ängelholm. The piece was painted on a 
prominent building near the city park by internationally 
renowned street artist Zabou and presented in a public 
ceremony attended by local officials and the Swedish 
Volleyball Federation.

AVC Board of Administration 
charts the future of Asian volleyball 
in Bangkok      
The Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC) convened its 
Board of Administration meeting in Bangkok, Thailand. 
Held at the newly inaugurated AVC House on 6 
September, the meeting brought together leaders from 
across the region to shape the future of the sport. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/vnl-2025-smashes-broadcast-records-across-key-markets/
https://www.fivb.com/avc-opens-asian-volleyball-house-in-bangkok/
https://www.fivb.com/swedish-volleyball-star-isabelle-haak-honoured-with-mural-in-hometown-angelholm/
https://www.fivb.com/avc-board-of-administration-charts-the-future-of-asian-volleyball-in-bangkok/
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Beach volleyball DJ Tony honoured 
with CIFP Fair Play Award for 
iconic Paris 2024 moment 
Beach volleyball DJ Antonio “Tony” Rojas has been 
awarded the International Fair Play Committee (CIFP) 
Fair Play Award on Sunday 12 October at the Olympic 
Museum in Lausanne, in recognition of an unforgettable 
moment of peace during the Olympic Games Paris 2024.  

The honour came after an iconic moment in the 
women’s beach volleyball final between Ana Patricia 
and Duda (Brazil) and Brandie Wilkerson and Melissa 
Humana-Paredes (Canada), when tensions boiled over 
on the sand beneath the Eiffel Tower.  

FIVB President appointed to 
WADA Foundation Board  
The FIVB is proud to announce that President Fabio 
Azevedo has been appointed to the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) Foundation Board as the representative 
of the Association of Summer Olympic International 
Federations (ASOIF). His appointment will be for the 
term 1 January 2026 – 31 December 2028.

International Volleyball Hall of 
Fame honours legends of the sport 
as it celebrates Class of 2025 
Induction  
The birthplace of volleyball once again became the 
centre of the volleyball world as the International 
Volleyball Hall of Fame (IVHF) celebrated its Class 
of 2025 Induction Weekend from 17-18 October in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts.  

Spanning volleyball, beach volleyball and paravolley, 
the Class of 2025 showcases Olympic and World 
Champions, trailblazing pioneers and influential figures 
who have shaped the game at every level – from the 
court and beyond.  

Read more

Read more

Read more

FIVB releases Parent’s Guide to 
Volleyball  
The FIVB has released a Parent’s Guide to Volleyball – a 
clear, accessible and easy-to-follow resource designed 
to help parents introduce their children to one of the 
world’s safest, most inclusive and most universal sports. 

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/beach-volleyball-dj-tony-honoured-with-cifp-fair-play-award-for-iconic-paris-2024-moment/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-president-appointed-to-wada-foundation-board/
https://www.fivb.com/international-volleyball-hall-of-fame-honours-legends-of-the-sport-as-it-celebrates-class-of-2025-induction/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-releases-parents-guide-to-volleyball/
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HRH Prince William took to the 
sand for beach volleyball game on 
Rio’s iconic Copacabana Beach 
The Prince of Wales took to the sand in Rio de Janeiro 
in Brazil this week, joining local players – including 
Brazilian beach volleyball Olympian Carol Salgado – 
for a game of beach volleyball on Copacabana Beach, 
the same world-famous venue that hosted the sport’s 
greatest stars during the Olympic Games Rio 2016. 

Bouchra Hajij named among 
Africa’s most influential women in 
sports  
Confederation of African Volleyball (CAVB) President 
and FIVB Executive Vice-President Bouchra Hajij 
has been named among the 2025 honourees of the 
50 Most Influential African Women in Sports Awards, 
organised by the Africa Sports Ventures Group. 

Hajij, a former Morocco national team player, became 
the first woman to lead the CAVB. She has focused on 
strengthening governance, transparency, and youth 
development within African volleyball. 

Volleyball and beach volleyball 
match times set for LA28  
The LA28 Organising Committee has announced the 
detailed match times for volleyball and beach volleyball 
at the Olympic Games Los Angeles 2028. The update 
follows the earlier confirmation of the competition 
programme and outlines when each session (and match 
in case of volleyball) will be held across the two venues. 

European Volleyball gathers for the 
CEV General Assembly in Paris 
The XLVI European Volleyball Confederation (CEV) 
General Assembly in Paris, France over the weekend 
marked a defining moment for the European Volleyball 
family. It brought together representatives from 55 
National Federations (NFs) to reflect on a year of 
progress and align on a vision for the sport’s continued 
growth in Europe. 

The gathering led by CEV President Roko Sikirić 
outlined the CEV strategy centred on innovation, digital 
transformation and commercial growth. 

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/brazils-carol-solberg-teams-up-with-hrh-prince-william-for-beach-volleyball-game-on-rios-iconic-copacabana-beach/
https://www.fivb.com/bouchra-hajij-named-among-africas-most-influential-women-in-sports/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-and-beach-volleyball-match-times-set-for-la28/
https://www.fivb.com/european-volleyball-gathers-for-the-cev-general-assembly-in-paris/
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FIVB unveil sustainability pledge 
and action plan: For People, for 
Planet, for Volleyball 
The FIVB has taken a significant step toward shaping 
a more sustainable future for sport and society with 
the launch of its Sustainability Pledge alongside a 
comprehensive action plan to fulfil its commitment. 

This commitment affirms the FIVB’s responsibility to use 
volleyball’s global reach and unifying power to address 
some of the world’s most urgent challenges – from 
climate change and biodiversity loss to social exclusion 
and resource scarcity. 

Ahman & Hellvig honoured with 
Sweden’s top sports award 
Swedish beach volleyball pair David Ahman & Jonatan 
Hellvig are the winners of the 2025 Bragdguldet 
award, with which one of the leading Swedish daily 
newspapers, Svenska Dagbladet, annually honors a 
Swedish individual or team for an outstanding sports 
achievement.

Read more

Read more

HRH Princess Ayah Bint Faisal 
confirmed as next President of 
FIVB Volleyball Foundation  
The FIVB Volleyball Foundation today announced that 
HRH Princess Ayah Bint Faisal has been confirmed as 
its next President. 

A long-standing advocate for the power of sport to uplift 
communities, Princess Ayah will help drive the Volleyball 
Foundation forward as it continues to connect, serve 
and inspire people around the world through volleyball.

Read more

FIVB VOLLEYBALL FOUNDATION UPDATES  

FIVB Volleyball Foundation board 
meeting recaps a year of growth 
and impact
The FIVB Volleyball Foundation held its Board meeting 
this week to review a year of progress and set priorities 
for 2026. Highlighting the meeting was the appointment 
of HRH Princess Ayah Bint Faisal as the Volleyball 
Foundation’s new President. Discussions also focused on 
the activities of 2025, which was a year of impact. The 
Foundation expanded its support to five board-approved 
projects, reaching over 13,800 volleyball players across 
five countries, engaging 444 volunteers and total grants 
for the year amounting to over CHF 220,000. Systems 
for measuring impact were put in place and a roadmap 
for fundraising readiness was developed. 

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-unveil-sustainability-pledge-and-action-plan-for-people-for-planet-for-volleyball/
https://www.fivb.com/ahman-hellvig-honored-with-swedens-top-sports-award/
https://www.fivb.com/hrh-princess-ayah-bint-faisal-confirmed-as-next-president-of-fivb-volleyball-foundation/
https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-foundation-board-meeting-recaps-a-year-of-growth-and-impact/
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FIVB unites generations with 
innovative athlete-centred World 
Championship award ceremonies 
The FIVB has reimagined one of sport’s most iconic 
moments – the award ceremony – by bringing 
together volleyball’s legends and its current champions 
in a powerful celebration of heritage, unity and the 
Global Volleyball Movement. 

In a historic moment for the Olympic Movement, athletes 
themselves took centre stage to present medals and 
trophies at the FIVB Volleyball World Championships. 
This bold new concept honours volleyball’s legacy while 
celebrating its bright future. 

FIVB Volleyball Women’s World Championship

Italy continue to dominate and 
claim the world title 
Italy crowned their country’s women’s national team’s 
golden generation with another major victory in 
international volleyball, triumphing in the 2025 FIVB 
Volleyball Women’s World Championship in Thailand.

The FIVB World Ranking leaders added yet another 
trophy to their cabinet by prevailing over continental 
rivals Türkiye. Brazil claimed victory over Japan to claim 
the bronze

Read more

Read more

MAJOR EVENTS 

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-unites-generations-with-innovative-athlete-centred-world-championship-award-ceremonies/
https://www.fivb.com/italy-continue-to-dominate-and-claim-the-world-title/
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Somporn Chaibangyang and 
Shanrit Wongprasert honoured 
with FIVB Grand Cross at Women’s 
World Championship 
Two of Thailand’s most respected volleyball leaders 
were honoured with the FIVB’s highest distinction 
during the 2025 FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship, the first edition of the tournament ever 
held in Southeast Asia. Thailand Volleyball Association 
President Somporn Chaibangyang and Asian Volleyball 
Confederation Honorary Life Vice President Shanrit 
Wongprasert each received the FIVB Grand Cross in 
recognition of their outstanding contributions to the 
sport in Thailand, across Asia and around the world. 

Volleyball Experience came to 
FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship 2025 in Thailand! 
The Volleyball Experience brought excitement and 
community engagement to the FIVB Volleyball Women’s 
World Championship 2025 in Thailand, offering fans an 
immersive space with spike challenges, mini-courts, 
sitting volleyball guided by Thailand Paravolley coaches, 
a Thai Café, photobooth and live DJ entertainment. 
As part of its outreach, the initiative also welcomed 
hundreds of pupils from six Bangkok schools for a 
special day of skills sessions and games led by ten 
members of the Thailand men’s national team and 
Volleyball Experience players, giving young participants 
a memorable and engaging introduction to the sport. 

Italy return home with second 
world title after historic triumph in 
Bangkok  
The Italian women’s volleyball team landed at Malpensa 
Airport on Monday to a hero’s welcome, just hours after 
sealing their second FIVB Volleyball Women’s World 
Championship title with a dramatic five-set win over 
Türkiye in Bangkok. 

Read more

Read more Read more

Read more

Türkiye President hosts national 
team after World Championship 
success 
Türkiye President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hosted the 
women’s national volleyball team at the Presidential 
Complex after their silver-medal finish at the 2025 
FIVB World Championship in Thailand. Erdogan said 
he was pleased to welcome the players and pointed 
to future targets. “Our target is the 2026 European 
Championship and the 2028 Olympic Games,” he said. 

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/somporn-chaibangyang-and-shanrit-wongprasert-honoured-with-fivb-grand-cross-at-womens-world-championship/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-experience-coming-to-fivb-volleyball-womens-world-championship-2025-in-thailand/
https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-experience-brings-bangkok-pupils-closer-to-the-game/
https://www.fivb.com/italy-return-home-with-second-world-title-after-historic-triumph-in-bangkok/
https://www.fivb.com/turkiye-president-hosts-national-team-after-world-championship-success/
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Read more

FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship 

Over 16,000 fans in attendance 
as Italy clinch back-to-back world 
titles  
Italy successfully defended their World Championship
title after beating Bulgaria in the final at the SM Mall
of Asia Arena in Pasay City. It’s the fifth world title for
the Italians, who only lost one match in the 2025 FIVB
Volleyball Men’s World Championship enroute their
gold medal feat. Their previous gold medal triumphs
were in 1990, 1994, 1998 and 2022.

Poland claimed victory over Czechia in the third place 
match.

Read more

Volleyball breaks records at the FIVB 
Women’s World Championship 2025
 
The FIVB Women’s Volleyball World Championship 2025 
– the first under its new biennial cycle and expanded 
32-team format – has marked a breakthrough moment 
for the sport, with unprecedented audiences across three 
of volleyball’s most important markets: China, Italy and 
Türkiye. 

In China, volleyball reached historic heights with more 
than 1.1 billion views across broadcast and digital 
platforms. Over 500 million fans tuned in on CCTV5 
during prime-time coverage, outperforming other major 
events such as the Basketball Men’s Asian Cup (370 
million) and the Table Tennis WTT Yokohama (230 million).  

In Europe, Italy’s gold medal showdown with Türkiye 
captivated nearly 4 million viewers on RAI 1, representing 
33% of the viewer population at the time. Volleyball also 
dominated the Italian sports broadcast charts in August, 
claiming the top three positions ahead of basketball, 
athletics and motorsports. 

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-breaks-records-at-the-fivb-womens-world-championship-2025/
https://www.fivb.com/over-16000-fans-in-attendance-as-italy-clinch-back-to-back-world-titles/
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Volleyball meets art: court 
becomes a canvas!  
In a celebration of sport, art and community, the 
Philippines has become home to a striking and 
innovative volleyball court mural. The Volleyball Legacy 
Art Project, spearheaded by the FIVB and the FIVB 
Volleyball Foundation, transforms an ordinary outdoor 
court into a striking canvas featuring seven of the 
world’s top volleyball stars.

World champions Italy welcomed 
home in Rome 
“History has been made,” said captain Simone Giannelli 
as the Italian men’s volleyball team returned home to 
applause and celebration at Rome’s Fiumicino Airport 
after defending their world title in Manila, Philippines. 

Immersive Volleyball Experience 
presented by SM Mall of Asia lands 
in the Philippines 
After thrilling visitors in Bangkok, Thailand, during the 
FIVB Women’s Volleyball World Championship, FIVB’s 
Volleyball Experience is made its way to the Philippines 
for the FIVB Men’s Volleyball World Championship 
2025. The Volleyball Experience presented by SM Mall 
of Asia was an interactive fan space giving fans a unique 
chance to connect with the sport. 

Men’s World Championship vice-
champions Bulgaria honoured by 
President and Patriarch   
The Bulgarian men’s volleyball team continued to be 
celebrated following their silver medal finish at the FIVB 
Volleyball Men’s World Championship in the Philippines. 
After their return to the country and a public gathering 
in front of Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, the world vice-
champions were received by national leaders and the 
head of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church 

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/volleyball-meets-art-court-becomes-a-canvas/
https://www.fivb.com/world-champions-italy-welcomed-home-in-rome/
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FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship 2025 captivates 
global audiences and breaks 
engagement records  
The FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship 2025, 
hosted in the Philippines from 12–28 September, 
proved to be a spectacular celebration of the sport. 
With record-breaking audiences across broadcast and 
digital platforms, the tournament showcased volleyball’s 
global strength, commercial appeal, and ever-growing 
popularity.  

From Europe to Asia, the Championship delivered some 
of the most-watched live sports broadcasts of the year. 
The final between Bulgaria and Italy drew an average live 
audience of 2.8 million viewers on RAI 2, ranking among 
the top five live sports broadcasts in Italy outside football. 

FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships 2025

Sweden’s Ahman & Hellvig crowned 
world champions with Volleyball 
Empowerment support   
Reigning Olympic champions David Ahman & Jonatan
Hellvig are now also the new men’s world champions in
beach volleyball! At 23 and 24, respectively, they are the
youngest world champs ever.

In the all-Swedish gold medal showdown at the FIVB 
Beach Volleyball World Championship in Australia, 
they persevered through two sets of their even younger 
compatriots Jacob Holting Nilsson & Elmer Andersson’s 
strong resistance to triumph with the crown.

Téo Rotar and Arnaud Gauthier-Rat made history at 
the 2025 FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championship, 
winning France’s first-ever medal in the tournament, a 
bronze.

Men’s and women’s world 
champions honoured by President 
Mattarella and Prime Minister 
Meloni in Rome 
The Italian men’s and women’s volleyball teams were 
celebrated in Rome by President Sergio Mattarella and 
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni after achieving a rare 
world title double that confirmed Italy’s place among 
the sport’s greatest powers.

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/fivb-volleyball-mens-world-championship-2025-captivates-global-audiences-and-breaks-engagement-records/
https://www.fivb.com/swedens-ahman-hellvig-crowned-world-champions-with-volleyball-empowerment-support/
https://www.fivb.com/mens-and-womens-world-champions-honoured-by-president-mattarella-and-prime-minister-meloni-in-rome/


EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL VOLLEYBALL MOVEMENT    |    24TOGETHER AS ONE 

Empowered Latvia win historic 
World Championship title in 
Adelaide   
Latvia’s Tina Graudina & Anastasija Samoilova triumphed
as the new women’s world champions in beach volleyball.
On Sunday evening, they defeated USA’s Kristen Nuss 
& Taryn Brasher in the FIVB Beach Volleyball World 
Championship gold medal showdown in Australia after
a three-set battle.

It was not only Latvia’s first-ever World Championship 
title, but also the central European country’s first-ever 
World Championship podium in either gender.

Brazil made it to their first women’s FIVB Beach Volleyball 
World Championship podium, claiming the bronze.

Beach Volleyball experience were 
the ultimate hangout at Beach 
Volleyball World Championships 
2025   
The Beach Volleyball Experience (BVXP) landed at the 
FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships 2025 in 
Adelaide, Australia, offering fans a fun, interactive and 
sun-soaked space to connect with the sport.

Read more

Read more

FIVB Volleyball Club World Championships 

Brazil to host Women’s and Men’s 
FIVB Volleyball Club World 
Championships 2025   
Volleyball powerhouse Brazil hosted both the Women’s 
and Men’s FIVB Volleyball Club World Championships 
2025, marking the grand finale to an exceptional year of 
world-class events for volleyball. 

São Paulo hosted the women’s event from 9-14 
December; and Belém staged the men’s from 16-21 
December.  

Read more

https://www.fivb.com/empowered-latvia-win-historic-world-championship-title-in-adelaide/
https://www.fivb.com/beach-volleyball-experience-set-to-be-ultimate-hangout-at-beach-volleyball-world-championships-2025/
https://www.fivb.com/brazil-to-host-womens-and-mens-fivb-volleyball-club-world-championships-2025/
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After a milestone year that showcased the full strength and reach of our sport, volleyball closes 2025 with renewed 
purpose and momentum. From unforgettable World Championship stages to continued growth across all levels of our 
sport, this year brought the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 to life - advancing innovation, expanding global participation 
and strengthening the pathway for athletes and National Federations worldwide to excel. Now, as we turn to 2026 and 
the start of Olympic qualification, our focus is to build on the achievements of the FIVB, the Global Volleyball Movement 
and all our stakeholders this year. Volleyball fans everywhere can look forward to a season of opportunity, ambition and 
progress as we continue shaping a more global, sustainable and inspiring future for our sport – Together as One.  

LOOKING AHEAD  


