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A news report outlining the work of the FIVB in growing the sport of volleyball
and empowering its community worldwide.

Welcome to the fifth edition of Empowering the Global
Volleyball Movement - and what an edition it is! If you
missed the previous volumes, you can find them here.

Building on the previous editions of the leaflet, this issue
captures a sport that is accelerating. There is record-

breaking support for National Federations, stronger
governance tools and bold new partnerships that are
making volleyball more accessible for every generation.

The FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 is no longer just a vision —
it is becoming reality.

0C/OLYMPIC MOVEMENT COLLABORATIONS

Abhijit Bhattacharya named Global Winner of 2025 IOC Gender Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion Champions Award for empowering communities

through volleyball

The I0C GEDI Champions Awards recognise inspiring
changemakers committed to advancing gender equality,
diversity and inclusion in and through sport.

“Representing India in winning this award, and most
importantly representing the villages of Assam, makes
me deeply emotional,” said Bhattacharya. “| don’t see it

TOGETHER AS ONE

solely as a recognition of my work, but as a tfribute to
every volunteer, every parent who allowed their daughter
to step out and play, and every young girl who believed in
herself enough to know that she belonged on a volleyball
court.”

® Read more
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Kim Yeon Koung recognised with
IOC Gender Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion Champions Award

Kim Yeon Koung has built one of the most influential
careers in volleyball. Now the Korean icon has received
one of the Olympic Movement’s leading honours after
being named the Asian recipient of the |IOC Gender
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Champions Award.

® Read more

FIVB and World Archery explore
opportunities for collaboration

Leadership teams from the FIVB and World Archery
met to discuss potential collaboration and the future
development of their sports. The FIVB presented its
Strategic Vision 2032, guided by the motto “Together
as One”, sparking a dialogue on how both federations
might work together to grow the global presence of their
respective sports.

® Read more

TOGETHER AS ONE

FIVB supports coaches in IOC’s
Wish Programme

Three women coaches supported by the FIVB took part
in Cohort 6 of the International Olympic Committee’s
(I0C’s) Women in Sport High-performance pathway
(WISH), a long-term programme designed to increase
the number of women in elite coaching roles across
Olympic sports. The coachesinvolved come from Spain,
Mauritius and Greece and represent both volleyball and
beach volleyball. Their participation reflects a range
of professional backgrounds, spanning national team
experience, club coaching and development-focused
roles.

® Read more

FIVB and ISF unite to discuss
future of youth volleyball

The FIVB welcomed the International School Sport
Federation to the Volleyball House in Lausanne for a
collaborative meeting focused on the future of youth
and grassroots volleyball worldwide.

® Read more
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Beach volleyball star Doaa
Elghobashy to inspire youth
Olympians as Athlete Role Model
for Dakar 2026

Elghobashy is one of 31 athletes and Olympians selected
as an Athlete Role Model for the upcoming YOG Dakar
2026, set to bring the Games to Africa for the first fime,
from 31 October to 13 November.

® Read more

VOLLEYBALL EMPOWERMENT SUPPORT

National Federations receive
unprecedented support through FIVB
Volleyball Empowerment in 2025

The FIVB’s Volleyball Empowerment programme continues
to transform the global landscape of the sport, supportfing
athletes, coaches and national teams to reach their full
potential. In 2025, an impressive total of 341 projects were
approved across 107 NFs, representing nearly half of all
NFs worldwide. This record level of support demonstrates
the programme’s commitment to ensuring the continued
development of volleyball performance across all continents.

@ Read more
Successful ECVA development Shaping the future of volleyball:
workshop held in St. Kitts & Nevis referees take centre stage in FIVB-

Supported course in Africa

The Confederation of African Volleyball (CAVB) hosted
an International Refereeing Candidate Course in
Egypt, delivered with the support of the FIVB through
its Volleyball Empowerment Knowledge Transfer
Programme. The course, aimed at developing referee
expertise, was led by instructors Waleed Abdelsamad
of Egypt and Mohammed Badr Lazreug of Algeria,
who provided technical guidance and mentorship to
candidates to help strengthen officiating standards
across the region.

® Read more

The Eastern Caribbean Volleyball Association (ECVA) held
a Development Workshop for its NFs in St. Kitts & Nevis.

The FIVB invested USD 60,000 in this inifiative which
aftracted 51 participants, as part of Knowledge Transfer
under the transformational Volleyball Empowerment
Programme.

The Workshop was held under the theme — Foundations
for the Future, Equipping Leaders, Strengthening
Federations and Advancing the Game — reflecting ECVA's
commitment to fostering growth and leadership of the
sport within the Zone.

® Read more
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SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION

FIVB and Global Observatory sign
MoU to advance gender equality in
volleyball

Signalling a clear action framework for 2026, the FIVB
and the Global Observatory for Gender Equality and
Sport (GO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
to promote gender equality and inclusion in volleyball
worldwide.

The agreement represents a significant step in
strengthening  collaboration  between the two
organisations. Together, the FIVB and GO are working to
further empower women in volleyball, support gender-
balanced participation and ensure equal opportunitfies
from grassroots levels to leadership positions.

® Read more

Earth Day 2026: The Global
Volleyball Movement is playing its
part for a more sustainable future

Earth Day is both a moment to reflect and a moment
fo act.

Observed each year on 22 April, Earth Day is a
global event dedicated to supporting environmental
protection. For the FIVB and the Global Volleyball
Movement, it is an opportunity to reaffirm a deep
commitment to sustainability and to protecting the only
home we all share.

® Read more

TOGETHER AS ONE

Major events, even bigger impact:
how FIVB events advanced

Building on the FIVB’s first-ever sustainability event
reports for Volleyball Nations League events in 2025,
covering Ljubljana, tédz and Ningbo, more have now
been published for events in 2025 — the Beach Pro
Tour Elite 16 in Hamburg (Germany), the FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Championships in Adelaide (Australia)
and the FIVB Women’s Volleyball World Championships
in Thailand.

Marking a milestone under Point 9 of the Strategic
Vision 2032 and the FIVB Sustainability Pledge, the
reports are delivering something concrete: real data,
real measurement and a clearer picture of where
volleyball can make the most difference.

@ Sustainability in 2025

FIVB publishes pilot sustainability
event reports for VNL
The FIVB took an important step in its sustainability

commitments with the release of its first-ever
sustainability event reports for the VNL 2025.

Covering the 2025 editions in Ljubljana (Slovenia), todz
(Poland) and Ningbo (China), the reports represent a
pilot phase, during which the FIVB has collected and
analysed comprehensive environmental, social and
governance data across multiple international volleyball
events.

® Read more
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STRENGTHENING AND EMPOWERING THE GLOBAL VOLLEYBALL
MOVEMENTTHROUGH COLLABORATIONS

Volleyball development headlines
meeting with Moroccan Royal
Volleyball Federation

Moroccan Royal Volleyball Federation (FRMVB)
President M. Abdelhamid Ouaqouaq and General
Secretary Fahd Ouazzani Chahidi were welcomed to
the Volleyball House to discuss the development of
sport in the country.

Since 2017, the FRMVB and its nafional teams have
received USD 364,000 in Volleyball Empowerment
support across 14 projects.

In recent years, Morocco’s beach volleyball national
teams have enjoyed increasing success in competitions.
Last year, the country’s men’s and women’s teams
topped the podium at the CAVB Beach Volleyball
Championships, winning both fitles. African champions
Morocco also competed at the FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Championships in Adelaide last November.

® Read more

TOGETHER AS ONE

Volleyball development in focus
during Benin and Coéte d’lvoire
National Federations visit

The FIVB welcomed the Benin Volleyball Federation
President Ali S. Yaro and Céte d’lvoire Volleyball
Federation President Aizan Pascal Whadja to the
Volleyball House in Lausanne, Switzerland.

During their visit, they met with FIVB President Fabio
Azevedo to discuss key development priorities,
including Volleyball Empowerment support. The Benin
Volleyball Federation has so far received USD 46,000
through two equipment projects, including 100 Mikasa
volleyballs and a Gerflor volleyball court.

® Read more

AIPS Media Delegation from 113
countries experience volleyball’s
vision at Volleyball House

Without the media, the remarkable stories of volleyball
and beach volleyball would remain untold. The skill and
power, the triumphs and frustrations, and the drive and
determination of the athletes. The ambition to grow the
sport to reach, inspire and unite more people around
the world, celebrate legends of the game and today’s
stars, and provide opportunities for everyone to play
through innovative Volleyball Experiences. The media
gives these moments a voice.

That is why the FIVB was honoured to welcome
International Sports Press Association (AIPS) media
members to the Volleyball House in Lausanne,
Switzerland. The occasion came as over 200 journalists
from 113 countries gathered in Lausanne for the 88th
AIPS Congress, taking place from 9 to 13 April 2026.

® Read more
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Armenia’s strong volleyball
ambitions to shape the federation’s
next century

For the first time in history, the Volleyball Federation
of Armenia’s leadership visited the Volleyball House,
as the newly elected President Karen Asmaryan, a

former setter of the national team, outlines an ambitious
roadmap for the sport’s future in the country.

® Read more

VOLLEYBALL ON WORLD STAGE AT MILANO CORTINA 2026

Italian volleyball champions carry
olympic flame at Milano Cortina
2026 Opening Ceremony

Volleyball was prominently represented at the Opening
Ceremony of the Olympic Winter Games Milano
Cortina 2026, with six ltalian national team players
taking part in the final stages of the Olympic torch relay
at the San Siro.

® Read more

Melissa Humana-Paredes and
Esteban Grimalt feature at Milano
Cortina 2026 Fashion Show

The fashion show was held at Clubhouse 26, the official
hospitality venue in Milan, and was hosted by the 10C.
Olympians from across the Olympic Movement took
part in the event, presenting performance wear and
Opening Ceremony outfits from their National Olympic
Committees.

® Read more

Milan’s Centro Pavesi is at heart of
Italian volleyball development

FIVB leadership visited Milan’s Centro Pavesi, one of
Italy’s premier volleyball hubs, where they met with
ltalian Volleyball Federation (FIPAV) President Giuseppe
Manfredi and the federation’s leadership. The visit
took place during the Olympic Winter Games Milano
Cortina 2026 and highlighted the centre’s pivotal role
in developing players, supporting clubs and shaping the
future of Italian volleyball.

® Read more
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FIVB and Volleyball World
leadership discuss growth
strategies with China’s Minister Gao

FIVB and Volleyball World leadership met with the
President of the Chinese Olympic Committee (COC)
and Minister of the General Administration of Sport of
China, Gao Zhidan, and COC Secretary General Jian
Wu during the Olympic Winter Games Milano Cortina
2026 to discuss the future of volleyball in Asia and
across the globe. The high-level meeting focused
on strategic priorities for the growth of volleyball and
China’s continued influence on the global volleyball
landscape.

® Read more

FIVB, Volleyball World and Mizuno
celebrate successful partnership
and future growth

The FIVB and Volleyball World leadership met with Akito
Mizuno, President of renowned Japanese sporting goods
brand Mizuno, at Mizuno House during the Olympic
Winter Games Milano Cortina 2026. The meeting was
an opportunity to review the ongoing success of their
partnership and explore future opportunities to grow
volleyball globally.

The partnership, first established in 2022 and extended
in May 2025, is with Volleyball World, FIVB’s commercial
arm, and covers both the Volleyball Nations League
(VNL) and the FIVB Volleyball World Championships.
Under the agreement, Mizuno provides official uniforms
for event personnel, referees and officials, while also
promoting volleyball and its latest sport innovations.

® Read more

FIVB COMMISSION MEETINGS

The FIVB held a series of Commission and Council
meetings throughout February and March 2026,
bringing together volleyball leaders and experts from
across the world.

Covering topics such as development, governance,
competitions and innovation, the meetings advanced
key priorities under the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032.

Across the Commissions, discussions focused on
expanding the sport’s reach to 1.6 billion parficipants
worldwide, fan engagement through Volleyball
Experience inifiatives, and development projects across
the Global Volleyball Movement. The Heritage and
Legacy Commission also contributed to conversations
around balancing innovation with the sport’s history.

Overall, the meetings reflected a strong shared
commitment across the Movement to grow the sport
at every level.

TOGETHER AS ONE
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FIVB BOARD

FIVB Board of Administration
advances Strategic Vision 2032 and
Global Volleyball Growth Roadmap

The FIVB Board of Administration met online to continue
strengthening the future of volleyball and beach
volleyball, with key decisions, strategic updates and major
developments discussed that align with the FIVB Strategic
Vision 2032.

The Board also approved a series of rules, regulation and
procedure tests for implementation during the 2026
international season.

® Read more ® Read more

FIVB athletes’ Rights and
Responsibilities Declaration
fully endorsed by FIVB Board of
Administration

The FIVB Board of Administration officially endorsed
the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities Declaration
(Athletes’ Declaration), a landmark athlete-led
document that sets out a shared framework of rights
and responsibilities for players across the Global
Volleyball Movement.

Developed through a consultation process with the
FIVB Athletes’ Commission, the Athletes’ Declaration
outlines a common set of 12 aspirational rights and 10
responsibilities for athletes within the Global Volleyball
Movement and the jurisdiction of its members.

® Read more

FIVB mourns the passing of former
FIVB executive vice president
Aleksandar Boricic

The FIVB mourned the passing of Aleksandar Boricic,
former FIVB Executive Vice President and President of the
European Volleyball Confederation (CEV), who died on 4
March 2026 in Belgrade, Serbia, at the age of 78 after a
short illness.

Boricic was one of the most respected figures in
international volleyball administration and a long-time
leader of the sport in Serbia and across Europe. Over several
decades, he dedicated his professional life to volleyball as
a player, coach and sports administrator, helping shape
the governance and development of the sport at national,
confinental and global levels. ® Read more
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THRIVING FIVB ECOSYSTEM

Gabi wins Best Volleyball Athlete

of the Year at Brazilian Olympic
Awards

The FIVB welcomed a delegation from the Brazil Football
Confederation (CBF) Academy, comprising of around
55 participants, to the Volleyball House in Lausanne,
Switzerland. The visit offered attendees an in-depth

overview of the FIVB’s Strategic Vision 2032 and
the Global Volleyball Movement.

® Read more

TOGETHER AS ONE

World Champions Egonu and De
Giorgi named Among Top National
Honourees

Volleyball athletes, coaches and national teams were
recognised in national honours that highlighted notable
performances throughout the 2025 season.

In Italy, Paola Egonu was named Athlete of the Year at
the Gazzetta Sports Awards, a public voting event that
celebrates leading figures in Italian sport. Her year
included a central role in ltaly’s second consecutive
Volleyball Nations League title and in the World
Championship gold medal run in Bangkok, Thailand.

Italy men’s head coach Ferdinando De Giorgi received
the Coach of the Year award at the same ceremony. His
team successfully defended its World Championship
fitle in Manila, Philippines, marking another major result
for the programme.

® Read more

FIVB strengthens Global Ties at
2025 AVCA Convention

FIVB Secretary General Hugh McCutcheon attended
the American Volleyball Coaches Association (ACVA)
Annual Convention in Kansas City, Missouri, one of the
leading gatherings of the volleyball community in the
USA. The event brought together coaches, athletes and
volleyball professionals from across the world for a week
of competition, education, networking and celebration
of the sport.

During the convention, McCutcheon met with a wide
range of stakeholders, including USA Volleyball, the
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), the
Big Ten, the AVCA and representatives from USA-
based professional volleyball leagues, LOVB and MLV,
strengthening connections and reaffirming FIVB’s
commitment to the global growth of volleyball through
the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032.

® Read more
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Tina & Anastasija, Martins Plavins
and Andris Klavins honored with
Annual Sports Awards in Latvia

Women’'s beach volleyball world champions Tina
Graudina & Anastasija Samoilova, U21 men’s beach
volleyball world champion coach Martins Plavins and
volleyball coach Andris Klavins were honoured among
the 2025 laureates of Latvia’s prestigious Three Stars
Awards, organised by the Latvian Olympic Committee in
cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science
of the Repubilic of Latvia.

The Latvian volleyball community was prominently
represented among the nominees as well, highlighting
the sports’ steady development and outstanding
achievements at both national and international levels.
The Three Stars Award is one of the most prestigious
and significant annual honours in Latvian sports.

® Read more

FIVB Head of International Affairs
and Communications Appointed
to ASOIF Diversity and Gender
Equality Consultative Group

The FIVB announced that Anna Manuelian, FIVB Head
of International Affairs and Communications, has been
appointed as a member of the Association of Summer
Olympic International Federations (ASOIF) Diversity and
Gender Equality Consultative Group (ADGEG).

Established in 2019, the ADGEG provides expert
guidance on matters related to gender balance, diversity
principles and inclusion, all of which are closely linked
to good governance within sport. The Group aims to
address and challenge stereotypes and works closely
with the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to
support a world of sport that offers equal opportunity
for everyone.

® Read more

Albanian Volleyball Federation
marks 80™ Anniversary

The Albanian Volleyball Federation (FSHV) marked its
80th anniversary in January with a special ceremony
celebrating eight decades of organised volleyball in
the country. The occasion recognising the federation’s
history, achievements and the people who have shaped
the sport over generations. The event was hosted under
the leadership of FSHV President Erlind Pellumbi and
Secretary General Ervis Dosti, whose continued work
has played an important role in strengthening the
NF’s instfitutional development and its international
engagement.

® Read more
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Netherlands volleyball community
commit to hosting unforgettable
celebration at FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Championships
2027

As preparations ramp up for the FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Championships 2027, the Netherlands signalled
its ambition to deliver an unforgettable beach volleyball
celebration, convening the Dutch volleyball community
at a special kick-off event in The Hague this week.
The event brought together stakeholders from all four
host cities — The Hague, Amsterdam, Apeldoorn and
Rotterdam — as well as the Province of Gelderland, to
celebrate the planning for the tournament, scheduled
for 13-22 August 2027.

® Read more

Qatar Beach Volleyball star
showcases the Sport’s Global
Impact at World Economic Forum
in Davos

Qatar’s beach volleyball star Cherif Younousse took
his sporfing experience to the stage recently at the
World Economic Forum Annual Meetfing in Davos. As
part of a high-level dialogue on the future of sport
and investment, Younousse discussed how athletes
are expanding their influence beyond competition,
demonstrating volleyball’s growing role as a global sport.

® Read more

FIVB introduces new National
Federation categorisation
assessment

Aligned with the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032, the FIVB
infroduced an updated NFs Categorisation assessment.
This initiative builds on the important work already
being carried out by NFs and reflects the FIVB’s shared
ambition to strengthen governance, sustainability and
long-term development pathways worldwide.

The new NF Categorisation is a development-
focused self-assessment designed to help federations
understand their current position, identify opportunities
for growth and plan strategically for the future. It is not
an audit or ranking, but a constructive tool based on
transparency, partnership and continuous improvement.

® Read more

TOGETHER AS ONE

Bulgaria receives National

Honour for 2025 Men’s World
Championship Silver and Girls’ U19
World Title

The Bulgarian Volleyball Federation received a special
national award, in recognition of the country’s results
during the 2025 international season, which included
a silver medal at the FIVB Volleyball Men's World
Championship 2025 and the FIVB Volleyball Girls’ U19
World Championship fitle.

The federation was presented with the prize “For
Building a Golden Future in Sports” at the annual Athlete
of the Year ceremony, organised by the Association of
Sports Journalists and the Association of Bulgarian
Sports Federations.

® Read more
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continues to lead the way in women’s
empowerment as world marks

international women’s day 2026

Volleyball is the most gender-equal team sport in the world.
With equal prize money, equal participation, equal rules and
a gender-balanced global fanbase, equality is part of the
sport’s DNA. It is the FIVB’s “Together as One” philosophy
in action — equal opportunities, equal visibility and equal
respect on and off the court.

® Read more

In the city where it all began, italian
volleyball celebrated its legends

Some moments in sport feel bigger than a single ceremony.
This was one of them. On 31 March in Bologna, the 2026
[talian Volleyball Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony honoured
a new class of inductees whose impact has been felt across
generations of the sport in ltaly and beyond.

® Read more

TOGETHER AS ONE

Italy marks historic men’s and
women’s world titles with new
FIPAV Docufilms

FIPAV premiered a new docufilm dedicated to the men’s
national team’s historic back-to-back FIVB Volleyball
Men's World Championship victories, alongside a
separate production chronicling the women’s FIVB
Volleyball Women's World Championship triumph in
2025. Both of the emotive and powerful docufilms are
available on the federation’s official YouTube channel.

® Read more

Major boost to global volleyball
development as FIVB International
Centres of Excellence Framework

launches

As part of the FIVB Strategic Vision 2032 and Volleyball
Empowerment 2.0, the FIVB is taking another major step
in accelerating volleyball’s global development with the
launch of the International Centres of Excellence (ICoE)
Framework.

Designed to open the doors of high-performance
training environments to NFs worldwide, the new
framework creates a unified global network where
knowledge, expertise and opportunity can be shared
more widely than ever before.

® Read more
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https://www.fivb.com/major-boost-to-global-volleyball-development-as-fivb-international-centres-of-excellence-framework-launches/ 

FIVB Stands for Clean Sport on
Play True Day 2026 and Everyday

Volleyball brings people together. But that only means
something if the competition itself is fair. That is what
Play True Day is about, and it is why the FIVB is proud
to be part of it.

On 17 April 2026, the FIVB joined the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) and anti-doping partners around the
world in marking Play True Day under this year’s theme:
“Play True. It Starts with You.” The message is clear.
Clean sport is built from the ground up, through the
daily decisions of everyone involved in the sport.

® Read more

FIVB VOLLEYBALL FOUNDATION UPDATES

Women of FIVB Volleyball
Foundation speak on the power of
volleyball to inspire women and
girls on and off the court

FIVB Volleyball Foundation team members have
shared powerful words of inspiration — offering insight,
experience and a clear vision for the important role
volleyball can play in empowering women and girls
worldwide.

These insights come from three influential leaders and
role models from within the Volleyball Foundation team:
President HRH Princess Ayah Bint Faisal, Honorary
Board Member and Cuban volleyball legend Alejandrina
Mireya Luis Hernandez and Executive Director Victoria
Nussbaumer.

Their perspectives highlight how volleyball can
empower, inspire confidence and have a lasting impact
for women and girls worldwide.

FIVB Volleyball Foundation board ® Read more
meeting recaps a year of growth
and impact

The FIVB Volleyball Foundation held its Board meeting
in December 2025.

Discussions focused on the activities of the past year,
which was a year of impact. The Foundation expanded
its support to five board-approved projects, reaching
over 13,800 volleyball players across five countries,
engaging 444 volunteers and total grants for the
year amounting to over CHF 220,000. Systems for
measuring impact were put in place and a roadmap for
fundraising readiness was developed.

® Read more
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Across borders and generations,
volleyball is a force for good

The FIVB Volleyball Foundation proudly joined the global
sporfing community in celebrating the International Day
of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP) 2026 —
a moment to recognise the unique power of sport to
unite people, strengthen communities and drive lasting
positive social change.

This year’s theme is “Sport: Building Bridges, Breaking
Barriers”. “Building bridges” is about bringing people
together—across communities, generations and borders
— and creating opportunities for dialogue, understanding
and mutual respect. At the same time, “breaking
barriers” is about sport’s ability to challenge inequality,
dismantle social exclusion and open doors for more
people.

These ideals speak to the very core of the Volleyball
Foundation and the work of the projects it supports.

® Read more

VOLLEYBALL WORLD UPDATES

Volleyball World announces
landmark global partnership with
Decathlon

Volleyball World announced a major new global
merchandising partnership with DECATHLON, focused
on the VNL, marking the organisation’s first multi-
channel retail collaboration with a leading international
sporting goods brand.

® Read more
Volleyball World and Jas and Mono

announce strategic partnership to
elevate volleyball in Thailand and
Southeast Asia

Volleyball World announced a landmark mulfi-year
strategic partnership with Jas as the exclusive rights
holder and Mono as the exclusive broadcaster for
world-class internatfional volleyball across Thailand,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar.

Through this partnership, fans are all set to enjoy
comprehensive coverage of the sport’s leading
international competitions, including the VNL, the FIVB
World Cup and the AVC Continental Championships.
For the first time, beach volleyball events will also be
broadcast on a Thai platform, marking a significant
milestone in expanding the sport’s visibility in the region.

® Read more
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Amazon Turkiye becomes title
partner of the VNL in Tiirkiye

Volleyball World announced that Amazon Turkiye will renew
and expand its partnership with the Volleyball Nations
League (VNL) for the 2026 season, upgrading from Event
Partner in 2025 to Title Partner of the VNL stop in Turkiye.

The renewed agreement builds on a successful first year of
collaboration during the 2025 VNL season, which marked
Amazon’s first-ever sports sponsorship in Turkiye. Amazon
Turkiye joined as a sponsor of the women’s preliminary
phase in Istanbul, reflecting the momentum of women’s
volleyball in the country, while strengthening its connection
with volleyball and Turkish fans.

® Read more

MAJOR EVENTS IN 2025

FIVB Volleyball Women’s Club World Championship
9-14 December 2025: Sao Paulo, Brazil

Savino del Bene claim title at Club
World Championship debut

The 2025 edition of the FIVB Volleyball Women's Club
World Championship crowned a new title-holder. Italy’s
Savino Del Bene Scandicci decorated their debut in the
competition with gold and emerged as the third Italian
team in history to triumph as club world champions.
They dethroned another Italian team, the champions of
three of the previous five editions Prosecco Doc Imoco
Conegliano, who had to settle for silver this fime. For the
first time since 2018, a Brazilian team made the podium
as tournament hosts Osasco Sao Cristovao Saude
picked up the bronze in Sao Paulo.

® Read more

FIVB Volleyball Men’s Club World Championship -
9-14 December 2025: Belem, Brazil

Sir Perugia reclaim Club World
Championship throne

Italy’s Sir Sicoma Monini Perugia made it three in three as
they triumphed at the 2025 FIVB Volleyball Men’s Club
World Championship in Brazil that came to an end on
Sunday in Belem. Just like at the Block Devils’ previous two
appearances at the annual competition in 2022 and 2023,
they made it all the way to the top of the podium in 2025
to reclaim the crown. Osaka Bluteon celebrated the club’s
first medal and claimed Japan’s first silver in the history of
the Club World Championships, while Aluron CMC Warta
Zawiercie decorated their debut with bronze to bring
Poland back to the podium for the first time since 2012.

® Read more
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MOMENTUM BUILDS FOR FUTURE EVENTS

Volleyball and Beach Volleyball
qualification systems for LA28
Olympic Games confirmed
The Volleyball and Beach Volleyball Qualification
Systems for the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games
were officially unveiled.
® Read more

Volleyball World and Dubai Sports
Council launch FIVB Beach World
Series with five-year partnership

Volleyball World and the FIVB, in partnership with the
Dubai Sports Council, proudly announced Dubai as
the long-term opening destination of the forthcoming
flagship beach volleyball property, the FIVB Beach
World Series.

This announcement marks the start of a five-year
partnership that positions Dubai as the first city to make
a long-term commitment to the new global series. As
the founding destination, Dubai will set the benchmark
for a destination-driven beach volleyball experience
that brings together elite sport, local host cultures and
distinctive beach-life moments.

® Read more

host cities across 12 countries

The VNL unveiled its 2026 season hosts. The high-
stakes, multi-week tournament will span 12 countries
and 17 host cities, with China set to host both the
women’s and men’s finals in a landmark summer of elite
international volleyball.

The world’s top national teams and athletes, including
new teams and returning rivals, are set to go head-
to-head for the coveted fitle, whilst bringing fans from
across every continent together throughout June and
August. The 2026 season will also mark the VNL debuts
of Ukraine’s women’s national team and Belgium’s men’s
team.

® Read more
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From World Champions to Rising
Stars: Volleyball World announces
stops for 2026 Beach Pro Tour

Volleyball World announced the official schedule for
the 2026 Beach Pro Tour, confirming a global calendar
of Elite and Challenge events running from March to
August across four continents. The 2026 season will
bring world-class beach volleyball to both iconic
destinations and emerging markets, reinforcing the
sport’s growing global reach.

The Beach Pro Tour is the world’s premier international
beach volleyball circuit. Backed by an additional USD
100,000 FIVB investment per tournament, the Tour has
expanded Main Draw sizes to up to 24 teams per gender
at Elite events and 32 teams per gender at Challenge
events. The expanded fields will also see increased
prize money, now USD 400,000 at Elite events and
USD 250,000 at Challenge events, while continuing
to guarantee equal prize money for men and women,
reinforcing Volleyball World and FIVB’s commitment to
gender equality.

® Read more

VNL launches official merchandise
with Decathlon and unveils new
game ball by Mikasa

The VNL (Volleyball Nations League) introduced its
new official game ball, developed with long-standing
partner Mikasa, alongside a global merchandise

collection designed and distributed by its official retail
partner, DECATHLON.

® Read more

Volleyball World reveals 2026 VNL
match schedule

The world’s top national teams will deliver high-stake
matches in iconic venues, with fierce rivalries and
breakthrough performances lighting up the VNL 2026

Volleyball World announced the complete match
schedule for the 2026 VNL, consisting of 18 men’s and
18 women’'s national teams. The eighth edition of the
VNL will take place across mulfiple continents, bringing
high level international volleyball to new and established
host cities.

® Read more
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LOOKING AHEAD

2026 is shaping up to be a landmark year. World Volleyball Day returns on 7 July - and with last year drawing 280
million people worldwide, the bar is already set high. The VNL kicks off in June with the world’s best teams competing
across multiple continents, while November sees the launch of the Beach World Series: a brand-new competition
format built to take the sport to new audiences and new places. Add the U17 and U18 World Championships - where
the next generation of stars compete on the biggest stage, and an FIVB Congress that will set the direction for years
tfo come.

The vision is clear. The Movement is Together as One. And volleyball? It’s stronger than ever.
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